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December 14
Lesson 2 (NIV)

Our Heavenly Father

Devotional Reading: Ephesians 1:3–10
Background Scripture: Exodus 34:4–7; Psalm 103:10–14; Isaiah 40:27–31

Matthew 6:24–34
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Key Text

Enduring Beliefs of the Church

Unit 1: Our God and the Holy Scriptures
Lessons 1–4

Lesson Aims

Lesson Outline
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How to Say It

Aramaic Air-uh-may-ik.

Corinthians (th as in thin).

Demas Dee-mus.

Gentiles Jen-tiles.

Pontius Pilate or .

Thessalonians (th as in thin).

Introduction

I. Serve or Despise the Father?
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What Do You Think?
How does our culture encourage people to give allegiance to financial wealth?

Digging Deeper
What steps can we take to ensure that wealth and its pursuit remain secondary to serving God?
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Visual for Lesson 2. Point to this visual and ask, “In what ways has our heavenly Father provided what we need?”

II. Worry or Trust the Father?
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What Do You Think?
When do we cross the line between making prudent decisions about the future and engaging in undue 
worry about the future?

Digging Deeper
What questions do you ask to help you discern in this regard?
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Mississippi Wildflowers
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What Do You Think?
In what ways can we grow in faith to trust in God’s provision?

Digging Deeper
How do you balance faith in God and personal responsibility in this regard?

III. Kingdom Living
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What Do You Think?
What concerns and actions are indicative of the kingdom of God and the righteousness of God?

Digging Deeper
What steps will you take to prioritize the kingdom of God in the upcoming week?
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What Do You Think?
How can we balance focusing on “things above” with the need to pursue justice and righteousness in the 
world?

Digging Deeper
In what ways do Micah 6:8; Matthew 5:13–16; Acts 20:32–35; and James 1:27 inform your response?

Living Day by Day

Conclusion
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Involvement Learning

Into the Lesson

Into the Word
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Into Life


