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July 5
Lesson 5 (NIV)

The Believing Centurion

Devotional Reading: Acts 10:19–22, 30–35
Background Scripture: Matthew 8:5–13; Luke 7:1–10

Matthew 8:5–13
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Key Text

The Testimony of Faithful Witnesses

Unit 2: Faithful Witnesses Say “Yes” to Jesus
Lessons 5–8

Lesson Aims
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Lesson Outline

How to Say It

Assyria Uh-sear-ee-uh.

Capernaum Kuh-per-nay-um.

centurion sen-ture-ee-un.

Gentile Jen-tile.

Herod Antipas Hair-ud An-tih-pus.

rabbinic ruh-bin-ihk.

Syria Sear-ee-uh.

Introduction
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I. Expressing Need and Faith
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What Do You Think?
To whom do you go when someone you care for is suffering? What kind of help do you seek?

Digging Deeper
Is it easy for you to ask for help? What character traits must be developed in us before we can easily ask 
for assistance?
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Visual for Lesson 5. Point to the visual and say, “How might you practice confident faith in Jesus’ authority and abilities?”
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What Do You Think?
Is there a unique part of your job, worldview, or skillset that sheds light on how faith works?

Digging Deeper
How might you share the analogies and examples of faith from your life and experience with others?

Officer’s Orders
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II. Instructing Others

What Do You Think?
What is it about the centurion’s faith that amazes Jesus?

Digging Deeper
Have you ever marveled at someone else’s faith? What was so astonishing to you?
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What Do You Think?
Consider the parable of the great banquet (Luke 14:16–24). Who comes to the feast?

Digging Deeper
How does imagining these banquet guests shift your understanding of the “many” who will come from 
the “east and west” to sit with the patriarchs?

Banquet Table
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What Do You Think?
What is the fundamental difference between “subjects of the kingdom” and “children of God”?

Digging Deeper
Have you ever expected to receive something because you felt it was your right or privilege and ended 
up disappointed? Explain.

III. Healing from a Distance
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Conclusion

Involvement Learning

Into the Lesson
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Into the Word

Into Life
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