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August 30
Lesson 13 (NIV)

Lydia, the Generous Hostess

Devotional Reading: James 2:14–26
Background Scripture: Acts 16:11–40

Acts 16:11–15, 40
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Key Text

The Testimony of Faithful Witnesses

Unit 3: Faithful Witnesses Spread the Good News
Lessons 9–13

Lesson Aims
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Lesson Outline

How to Say It

Aegean A-jee-un.

Amphipolis Am-fip-o-liss.

Antioch An-tee-ock.

Ephesus Ef-uh-sus.

Galatia Guh-lay-shuh.

Lydia Lid-ee-uh.

Lystra Liss-truh.

Macedonia Mass-eh-doe-nee-uh.

Neapolis Nee-ap-o-lis.

Pamphylia Pam-fill-ee-uh.

Philippi Fih-lip-pie or Fil-ih-pie.

Phrygia Frij-e-uh.

Syrian Sear-ee-un.

Thessalonica Thess-uh-lo-nye-kuh (th as in thin).

Thyatira Thy-uh-tie-ruh (th as in thin).
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Troas Tro-az.

Introduction
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I. Encouraging Encounters

What Do You Think?
How can you help your church enhance ministry to believers whose occupations require travel?

Digging Deeper
In what ways can you partner with congregations in other towns to achieve this goal?
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Visual for Lessons 11 & 13. Display this visual as you review the ministries of Paul and Timothy in the first-century church.
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What Do You Think?
Have you ever had a moment when you felt God opening your heart to something new? How did you 
respond?

Digging Deeper
What steps can you take to be better attentive to the Spirit’s leading?
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What Do You Think?
How can you be more intentional about welcoming and serving others, both in your church and in your 
neighborhood?

Digging Deeper
What barriers prevent you from doing so, and how will you address these issues?

Breaking Barriers with Hospitality
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III. Heartfelt Hospitality
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What Do You Think?
Who in your life encouraged you in your faith after you faced a trial? What actions did they take?

Digging Deeper
How can you be that person for someone else?

A Stranger’s Kindness

Conclusion
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What Do You Think?
How has this lesson changed your perspective on hospitality?

Digging Deeper
How is hospitality an act of serving Christ himself (see Matthew 25:34–40)?

Involvement Learning

Into the Lesson
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Into the Word

Into Life
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