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August 2
Lesson 9 (NIV)

Thomas, the Hesitant Believer

Devotional Reading: Psalm 91:1–6
Background Scripture: John 11:14–16; 14:5–8; 20:24–29; 21:1–2

John 11:14–16

John 14:5–8

John 20:24–29

John 21:1–2
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Key Text

The Testimony of Faithful Witnesses

Unit 3: Faithful Witnesses Spread the Good News
Lessons 9–13

Lesson Aims

Lesson Outline
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How to Say It

Bethabara Beth-ab-uh-ruh.

Bethany Beth-uh-nee.

Cana Kay-nuh.

Didymus Did-uh-mus.

Galilee Gal-uh-lee.

omniscience ahm-nish-uns.

Pharisees Fair-ih-seez.

Tiberias Tie-beer-ee-us.

Zebedee Zeb-eh-dee.

Introduction
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I. Physical Death

What Do You Think?
How does the setting of a story impact your understanding of the narrative?

Digging Deeper
What tools can you use to increase your awareness of setting (or context) as you study Scripture?
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What Do You Think?
What is the definition of “figurative language”?

Digging Deeper
How does the use of figurative language enhance the messages of Matthew 5:13–16; 7:3–5; 10:16; John 
10:7–10; and 15:1–4?

What Do You Think?
Have you ever been “glad” something difficult happened for the sake of someone’s learning or develop-
ment?

Digging Deeper
In what ways might you allow the Holy Spirit to readjust your perspective on life’s disappointments, diffi-
culties, and challenges?

II. Heavenly Realities
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Confident Navigation
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What Do You Think?
What does Jesus mean when he calls himself “the way”? How is he “the life”? “the truth”?

Digging Deeper
How do the seven “I am the …” statements of Christ enhance your understanding of Jesus and his role 
(John 6:35; 8:12; 10:7, 11; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1)?

What Do You Think?
What caused the disciples to miss seeing the Father in Jesus?

Digging Deeper
How does Matthew 25:35–40 deepen your conceptualization of “seeing” God?
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III. Resurrection Appearances
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Visual for Lesson 9. Point to the visual and ask, “What doubts or questions of faith do you have? How might other believers 
encourage you?”
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Wide-Eyed Wonder and Evidence
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IV. At the Sea of Galilee

Conclusion
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Involvement Learning

Into the Lesson

Into the Word
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Into Life


