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August 16
Lesson 11 (NIV)

Saul of Tarsus, the Unlikely Apostle

Devotional Reading: Psalm 86:1–10
Background Scripture: Acts 7:58–8:3; 9:1–31; 22:3–15

Acts 22:3–15

Key Text

The Testimony of Faithful Witnesses
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Unit 3: Faithful Witnesses Spread the Good News
Lessons 9–13

Lesson Aims

Lesson Outline

How to Say It

Ananias An-uh-nye-us.

Aramaic Air-uh-may-ik.

Caiaphas Kay-uh-fus or Kye-uh-fus.

Cilicia Sih-lish-i-uh.

Diaspora Dee-as-puh-ruh.
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Ephesus Ef-uh-sus.

Gamaliel Guh-may-lih-ul or Guh-may-lee-al.

Maccabees Mack-uh-bees.

Nazareth Naz-uh-reth.

Phinehas Fin-ee-us.

Tarsus Tar-sus.

theophany the-ah-fuh-nee.

Introduction

I. Recounting the Past
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What Do You Think?
How does your background or life experience shape how you approach your faith today?

Digging Deeper
How has God used these experiences to prepare you for specific opportunities in your faith journey?

Visual for Lessons 11 & 13. Display this visual as you review the ministries of Paul and Timothy in the first-century church.
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II. Encountering the Lord
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What Do You Think?
Are you in a season of asking God, “What shall I do, Lord”? Why, or why not?

Digging Deeper
What steps will you take to be better attentive to God’s call on your life?

What Do You Think?
Have you experienced moments where you felt spiritually “blind” before understanding the truth? 
Explain.

Digging Deeper
How has God revealed himself to you in ways that changed your perspective or direction?

Tactical Flashlight
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III. Commissioned for the Future

What Do You Think?
Who has been an “Ananias” in your life—someone you respect who God has used to guide or encourage 
your faith?

Digging Deeper
How can you be that person for someone else?
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Unlikely Witness
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What Do You Think?
What does it mean to be a witness for God in your own context?

Digging Deeper
How can your personal experiences, the things you have “seen and heard,” be a powerful tool for evange-
lism?

Conclusion

Involvement Learning

Into the Lesson
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Into the Word

Into Life
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