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April 12
Lesson 6 (NIV)

Authority: Belonging to God

Devotional Reading: Proverbs 31:4–9
Background Scripture: Mark 12:17; Romans 13:1, 6–8; 1 Peter 2:13–17

Mark 12:17

Romans 13:1, 6–8

1 Peter 2:13–17
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Key Text

Social Teachings of the Church

Unit 2: Fulfilling Our Obligations to Family and Community
Lessons 5–8

Lesson Aims
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Lesson Outline

How to Say It

Bithynia Bih-thin-ee-uh.

Cappadocia Kap-uh-doe-shuh.

Felix Fee-licks.

Festus Fes-tus.

Herodians Heh-roe-dee-unz.

Judean Joo-dee-un.

Pharisees Fair-ih-seez.

Pilate Pie-lut.

Pontus Pon-tuss.

Sadducees Sad-you-seez.

Septuagint Sep-too-ih-jent.

Introduction
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I. Teaching on Authority
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What Do You Think?
Do you consider paying taxes a part of your spiritual integrity? Why, or why not?

Digging Deeper
How do you faithfully approach your earthly citizenship? In what ways does earthly citizenship reflect on 
your heavenly citizenship?

II. Tribute to Authority

What Do You Think?
Do you struggle with power and with those who exercise power over you? In what ways is submission dif-
ficult?

Digging Deeper
In what circumstances is it appropriate to go against earthly authority? Give specific examples.

Who’s Really in Charge?
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Visual for Lesson 6. Point to the visual and say, “Christians submit to earthly authority for the Lord’s sake. All authority belongs to 
God.”



8Exported from Logos Bible Study, 1:19 PM February 27, 2026.

What Do You Think?
How do you discern whether someone deserves your respect and honor?

Digging Deeper
In what practical ways do you show reverence and respect toward government and community?
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III. Submission to Authority
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What Do You Think?
If you and your church were suddenly removed from your community, would you be missed?

Digging Deeper
In what specific ways do you model right living and “doing good”? Share examples of upright behavior 
that “silence[s]” the “foolish.”

What Do You Think?
Where do you land on the spectrum of Legalism, License, and Liberty?

Digging Deeper
How should Christians exercise their freedom (consider Romans 14:1–6 and Galatians 5:1–13)?

The Highest Respect



11Exported from Logos Bible Study, 1:19 PM February 27, 2026.

Conclusion

Involvement Learning
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Into the Lesson

Into the Word
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Into Life


