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December 17
Lesson 3 (NIV)

The Family of Faith

Devotional Reading: Psalm 9:1–14
Background Scripture: Genesis 38; Joshua 2; 6:22–25; 2 Samuel 12:24; Ruth 4:13–22; Matthew 

1:1–17

Matthew 1:1–17
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Key Text

Faith That Pleases God

Unit 1: Profiles in Faith
Lessons 1–5

Lesson Aims

Lesson Outline
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How to Say It

Hezron Hezz-ron.

Jeconiah Jek-o-nye-uh.

Jotham Jo-thum.

Jehoshaphat Jeh-hosh-uh-fat.

Nahshon Nah-shahn.

Rehoboam Ree-huh-boe-um.

Shealtiel She-al-tee-el.

Zerubbabel Zeh-rub-uh-bul.

Introduction
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I. From Abraham to David
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What a Mess!
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Visual for Lessons 3 & 4
Allow students to refer to this image as they reacquaint themselves with Jesus’ family tree.

What Do You Think?
How might a family’s faith be enriched by the perspective of believers from other cultures?

Digging Deeper
What opportunities exist in your community to experience enrichment from different groups of Christian 
believers?
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II. From David to the Exile

What Do You Think?
What takeaway should believers have from Solomon’s life of early faith and late apostasy?

Digging Deeper
What other biblical texts affirm or challenge that takeaway?
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What Do You Think?
Why isn’t a God-fearing parent like Hezekiah guaranteed to have a God-fearing child (consider wicked 
Manasseh)?

Digging Deeper
What support can you offer parents whose children have rejected godly living?

III. From the Exile to Christ

What Do You Think?
In what ways does remembering family history, including successes and failures, help younger genera-
tions?
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Digging Deeper
Why might shared history of trauma (like exile) be especially important or instructive?

Family Legacy
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Conclusion

What Do You Think?
Who in Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus do you most identify with?

Digging Deeper
What comfort do you find in God’s working through that person for his promises to be fulfilled in Christ?
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Involvement Learning

Into the Lesson

Into the Word
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Into Life


