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December 4
Lesson 1 (KJV)

Zacharias Hears from God
Devotional Reading: John 10:22–30
Background Scripture: Luke 1:5–23

Luke 1:8–20

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Key Text

From Darkness to Light

Unit 1: God’s Preparation

Lessons 1–4

Lesson Aims

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Lesson Outline

How to Say It

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Abia Ab-ee-ah.

asceticism uh-set-uh-sizz-um.

Elias Ee-lye-us.

Gabriel Gay-bree-ul.

Herod Hair-ud.

Johanan Jo-hay-nan.

Zacharias Zack-uh-rye-us.

Introduction

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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I. Holy Occasion

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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II. Profound Announcement

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
How can a believer respond with joy rather than fear to God’s unex-
pected acts?

Digging Deeper
How does love serve as an antidote to fear? (See 1 John 4:18.)

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
How can believers remain faithful in prayer even if their prayers are 
not answered on their preferred timetable?

Digging Deeper
How can Romans 5:1–5 and 8:18–27 provide encouragement to believ-
ers to exercise patience in this regard?

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Visual for Lesson 1. Before closing the class with prayer, encourage the class to 
consider how they might silence their fears regarding God’s work.

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Influencer Marketing

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
How can believers prepare others for Jesus’ second coming, just as 
John prepared people for Jesus’ first coming?

Digging Deeper
What distractions do you need to remove so that you might better be 
able to prepare people for this news?

III. Skeptical Exchange

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
In what ways are doubting God, questioning God, and unbelief toward 
God similar or dissimilar?

Digging Deeper
Who is the person that you would turn to if you experience doubt or 
unbelief?

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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A Messenger of Life

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
What is the appropriate response of a believer if God seems to be 
showing discipline for unbelief?

Digging Deeper
How would you respond if another believer came to you with doubts, 
questions, or unbelief toward God?

Conclusion

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Visuals FOR THESE LESSONS

The visual pictured in each lesson (example: page 125) is a small reproduction of 
a large, full-color poster included in the Adult Resources packet for the Winter 
Quarter. Order No. 2629123 from your supplier.

Involvement Learning

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Into the Lesson

Into the Word

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Into Life

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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