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December 18
Lesson 3 (KJV)

John the Baptist Appears
Devotional Reading: John 1:29–42

Background Scripture: Luke 3:1–20; John 1

Luke 3:2b–6, 15–18

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Key Text

From Darkness to Light

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Unit 1: God’s Preparation

Lessons 1–4

Lesson Aims

Lesson Outline

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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How to Say It

Esaias Ee-zay-yus.

Essenes Eh-seenz.

Herod Antipas Hair-ud An-tih-pus.

Herodias Heh-roe-dee-us.

Pentecost Pent-ih-kost.

Pharisees Fair-ih-seez.

Pontius Pilate Pon-shus or Pon-ti-us Pie-lut.

Sadducees Sad-you-seez.

tetrarch teh-trark or tee-trark.

Tiberius Caesar Tie-beer-ee-us See-zer.

Introduction
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I. The Prophet Appears
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What Do You Think?
How can you be attentive to God’s Word when you feel “in the wilder-
ness” because of life’s challenges?

Digging Deeper
How will you continue to memorize God’s Word (see Psalm 119:11) so 
that it will be readily available to you at all times?
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What Do You Think?
How is repentance for sins necessary in the life of an already baptized 
believer?

Digging Deeper
How can you incorporate the practice of repentance into your daily 
rhythms?
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What Do You Think?
How will you follow the example of John and “prepare … the way of the 
Lord” (Luke 3:4) among your neighbors?

Digging Deeper
What are possible “wilderness experiences” that have prepared you to 
communicate the gospel to other people?
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Filling Potholes
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II. The Prophet’s Identity
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Visual for Lesson 3. Start a discussion by pointing to this visual as you ask, “What 
does it mean to be baptized with water and fire?”

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.



14Exported from Logos Bible Software, 8:27 PM November 29, 2022.

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.



15Exported from Logos Bible Software, 8:27 PM November 29, 2022.

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.



16Exported from Logos Bible Software, 8:27 PM November 29, 2022.

What Do You Think?
How would you respond to a person who says that Luke 3:17 describes 
a wrathful and unloving God?

Digging Deeper
What Scriptures come to mind as you consider how you would address 
that concern?

What Do You Think?
In what ways can believers exhort others to know and follow Jesus 
Christ?

Digging Deeper
What steps will you take to be better prepared to urge other people 
regarding the gospel of Jesus?
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Not-So-Secret Service

Conclusion

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.



18Exported from Logos Bible Software, 8:27 PM November 29, 2022.

Involvement Learning

Into the Lesson
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Into the Word

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.



20Exported from Logos Bible Software, 8:27 PM November 29, 2022.

Into Life
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