January 1
Lesson 5 (KJV)

God Promises to Hear and Forgive

Devotional Reading: Deuteronomy 30:1-10
Background Scripture: 2 Chronicles 7:1-22

2 Chronicles 7:12-22

12 And the LORD appeared to Solomon by night, and said unto
him, I have heard thy prayer, and have chosen this place to myself
for an house of sacrifice.

13 If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the
locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people;

14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and
will heal their land.

15 Now mine eyes shall be open, and mine ears attent unto the
prayer that is made in this place.

16 For now have I chosen and sanctified this house, that my
name may be there for ever: and mine eyes and mine heart shall be
there perpetually.

17 And as for thee, if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy
father walked, and do according to all that I have commanded thee,
and shalt observe my statutes and my judgments;

18 Then will I stablish the throne of thy kingdom, according as I
have covenanted with David thy father, saying, There shall not fail
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thee a man to be ruler in Israel.

19 But if ye turn away, and forsake my statutes and my com-
mandments, which I have set before you, and shall go and serve
other gods, and worship them;

20 Then will I pluck them up by the roots out of my land which I
have given them; and this house, which I have sanctified for my
name, will I cast out of my sight, and will make it to be a proverb
and a byword among all nations.

21 And this house, which is high, shall be an astonishment to
every one that passeth by it; so that he shall say, Why hath the LorD
done thus unto this land, and unto this house?

22 And it shall be answered, Because they forsook the LOrRD God
of their fathers, which brought them forth out of the land of Egypt,
and laid hold on other gods, and worshipped them, and served
them: therefore hath he brought all this evil upon them.

Key Text

If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear
from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

—2 Chronicles 7:14

From Darkness to Light

Unit 2: God’s Promises

Lessons 5-9
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Lesson Aims

After participating in this lesson, each learner will be able to:

1. Summarize the Lord’s promises of blessing and discipline spoken
to Solomon.

2. Categorize those promises in terms of their enduring or tempo-

rary nature.
3. State one or more “lessons learned” from times of being personally
blessed or disciplined.
Lesson Outline
Introduction

A. Forgiveness as a Lifestyle
B. Lesson Context
I. On Turning Back (2 Chronicles 7:12—16)

A. God’s Affirmation (v. 12)

B. God’s Attention (vv. 13—16)
Temple Turmoil

II. On Turning Away (2 Chronicles 7:17-22)

A. David’s Blessing (vv. 17—-18)

B. People’s Punishment (vv. 19—22)
Uprooted

Conclusion

A. God’s Forgiveness

B. Prayer

C. Thought to Remember
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How to Say It

Chronicler Krahn-ih-kler.
Davidic Duh-vid-ick.
Gibeon Gib-e-un (G as in get).

Rehoboam Ree-huh-boe-um.

Introduction

A. Forgiveness as a Lifestyle

Brian and Candy’s 4oth wedding anniversary was a hard-won vic-
tory. As their children, grandchildren, in-laws, and friends gathered,
some people remembered another time, years earlier, when that mar-
riage had almost ended. The family’s spending had become so extrava-
gant that Brian had involved himself in illegal business practices to cover
the costs. When he was found out, he had faced possible jail time.

As a result, Brian and Candy spent time talking through the issues
that had led the family to such overspending. They changed the spend-
ing habits that had led Brian to search for money in unethical ways. And
over time, Brian and Candy rebuilt their marriage—they chose forgive-
ness as a lifestyle. Divine forgiveness is also a choice, requiring action
from both God and His people.

B. Lesson Context

Ancient Jewish sources attribute much of 1 and 2 Chronicles (origi-
nally one document) to Ezra, with the events after his time being
recorded by Nehemiah. These two men writing Chronicles would date
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the document between 539 and 515 BC. However, there are several pieces
of evidence within the book that date its writing to a later time—425 BC
or after. Because of this, the writer is just called “the Chronicler.”

One reason for a later dating of 1 and 2 Chronicles is that the text
quite unapologetically used the earlier 1 and 2 Kings as source material.
In places, the text has been changed very little or not at all. Second
Chronicles 7:12—22 (today’s text) repeats 1 Kings 9:1—9 almost word for
word. This makes differences between the texts more interesting.

One of the key differences between Kings and Chronicles concerns
the Davidic dynasty (see discussion on 2 Chronicles 7:18, below). Our
text today harkens back to the first temple and Solomon’s dedication
prayer (6:21—39; compare 1 Kings 8:30—51). Solomon asked God to for-
give Israel even when its sinfulness would lead God to carry out the
curses of the covenant (see Deuteronomy 28). This prayer linked three
important concepts: the Davidic monarchy, the temple, and the land (2
Chronicles 6:4—11). The Chronicler’s audience had returned from Baby-
lonian captivity (538 BC) and the second temple had been built (516 BC).
But the Davidic monarchy had not been reestablished. What this meant
regarding God’s faithfulness to His people and His promises was a burn-
ing concern in Judah.

I. On Turning Back

(2 Chronicles 7:12—-16)
A. God’s Affirmation (v. 12)

12. And the LORD appeared to Solomon by night, and said unto
him, I have heard thy prayer, and have chosen this place to myself
for an house of sacrifice.
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God’s acknowledging that He heard Solomon’s prayer set up the
expectation that God was about to act as Solomon had requested (2
Chronicles 6:14—42). While 1 Kings 9:2 refers to Solomon’s earlier dream
at the high place Gibeon, 2 Chronicles 7 omits that reference entirely
(see 1 Kings 3:4—15). And to the degree this incident is mentioned in 2
Chronicles, the Chronicler chose to clarify that the tabernacle was at
Gibeon—Solomon was not simply visiting a high place (2 Chronicles
1:3—7). This is in keeping with the Chronicler’s emphasis on the temple
itself as God’s chosen earthly home after the tabernacle (compare 5:7-14;
6:6, 34, 38). Given God’s promise to David that one of his sons would
build the temple (1 Chronicles 17:11—13), it comes as no surprise that the
Lord accepted this place as His own house.

God’s choosing a permanent home within Jerusalem cemented the
promised land as the place He had chosen for Israel (Exodus 23:27-33).
Until this point, God had been content with the tabernacle (2 Samuel
7:5—7). The temple Solomon built replaced the tabernacle as the center
of worship in Israel, signified by the relocation of the ark of the covenant
to the temple (2 Chronicles 5:2—14).

The phrase house of sacrifice occurs only here in the Old Testament.
All sacrifices to the Lord were to be made here, at the temple. Sacrifices
reaffirmed the relationship between God and worshippers (example:
Leviticus 16). And since the worshippers often ate the sacrificed animal
together, the meal deepened the relationships among the people as well.
Sacrifice could mark an apology for unintentional sins (chapters 4—5) or
express gratitude for blessings received (7:11—15).

Later, for returned exiles, it was important to reinstate the priests in
the rebuilt temple so that sacrifices could once again be offered (Ezra
6:14—18). Emphasizing the sacrifices offered in the temple assured the
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returned exiles that the Lord heard them. The temple was important,
yes, but the Lord was not dependent on the people having a temple in
their midst for Him to be present with them (compare Acts 17:24).

What Do You Think?
What, if any, circumstances cause you to wonder whether the Lord has
heard your prayers?

Digging Deeper
When you or someone you love experiences these doubts, what Bible
passages encourage you?

B. God’s Attention (vv. 13—16)

13. If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the
locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people.

God named some punishments for apostasy. Drought is caused by
extended periods without rain. At the opposite end of this spectrum, we
might expect to find flooding, but locusts can also represent the devasta-
tion of very wet conditions. A subset of grasshoppers, these insects expe-
rience a drastic change when heavy rains fall. Instead of being solitary
creatures of little impact in their “grasshopper phase,” the locusts enter a
“gregarious phase,” finding each other and swarming crops in groups as
large as tens of billions of the flying insects. They can destroy thousands
of square miles of farmland, bringing famine in their wake (see lesson
9). Pestilence refers to a variety of infectious diseases that can ravage a
population; the bubonic plague is one example.

We should note that hardships can and do occur without being pun-
ishment from God. For instance, several barren women named in the
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Bible (and countless nameless others) experienced their childlessness as
a grave lack but with no indication that God was punishing them (exam-
ples: Genesis 16:1—2; 21:1—7; 1 Samuel 1:5-8, 20). When Jesus was speak-
ing to a great crowd, He declared that neither the Galilaeans whom
Pilate had killed nor the 18 people killed by the tower in Siloam were
more or less guilty than all the people of the crowd (Luke 13:1—5a). We
also do well to be wary of those who declare such and such a disaster to
be what “those people” had coming to them. Instead, we all ought to
heed Jesus’ warning and repent of our own sins (13:5b).

Seek only
the Lord.
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Visual for Lesson 5. Ask students to silently contemplate this phrase before you pose
the questions associated with verse 22.
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14a. If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked
ways.

Using the phrase my people twice in quick succession (see 2 Chroni-
cles 7:13, above) emphasizes the desired close relationship between
Israel and the Lord. Which are called by my name adds weight to what it
means to be God’s people. Names in the ancient Near East carried not
only the importance we give them today but also a sense of the power of
a person or the honor due that person. To call the nation of Israel by
God’s own name was to assert that “I Am” was their protector and Lord
(Exodus 3:14).

The actions listed are necessary for the people to be renewed as those
called by God’s own name. First, humility allows us to acknowledge
when we have wronged God and one another. Its opposite, pride, “goeth
before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall” (Proverbs 16:18).
Second, prayer can be specifically of repentance, but its true importance
is in renewing the relationship with the Lord. It is one way to seek God’s
face, which in turn is a way to speak of knowing God’s character. Interest-
ingly, all of this comes (at least grammatically) before turning from
wicked ways (contrast Isaiah 55:7). Too much can be made of this order
of events, but as written it suggests that the process of owning one’s sins,
seeking to repair the relationship with God, and learning more of who
God is prepares the person to repent fully of evil.

What Do You Think?
How do you identify situations that are calling for your repentance?
Digging Deeper
Who are spiritual leaders you trust to help you with any blind spots
you might experience?
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14b. Then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and
will heal their land.

Only God can replace “the stony heart” with “an heart of
flesh” (Ezekiel 36:26). Everything we do in turning toward Him is simply
what opens the door to our renewal. Once again God hears before
acting—and that from heaven! Although the temple was later razed,
seemingly indicating that God dwelt far from His people, in fact He still
listened and heard from “the heavens of heavens” (Psalm 68:33; contrast
Lamentations 3:44). God never literally resided in the temple. Solomon
acknowledged as much when he dedicated the temple (2 Chronicles
6:18). The phrasing also draws on the image of God as king, since God’s
throne is in Heaven (18:18). Although the Chronicler’s audience no
longer had a king in the land, their true king had always been sovereign
over their nation and their world.

God’s response would be forgiveness of sin and healing for the land.
Old Testament writings overtly acknowledge that the people’s way of
living affected not only themselves but also the land in which they lived
(example: Deuteronomy 11:12—15; compare Romans 8:19—22). In this
case, we assume that God would reverse the effects of disease, famine,
and drought in order to heal both people and nonhuman creation.

15. Now mine eyes shall be open, and mine ears attent unto the
prayer that is made in this place.

The temple was always meant to be a “house of prayer” (Isaiah 56:7;
Mark 11:15—17). For the postexilic returnees who were to rebuild the
temple in the days of Ezra (see Lesson Context; 2 Chronicles 7:12, above),
it would be especially reassuring that God had promised His attention.

16. For now have I chosen and sanctified this house, that my
name may be there for ever: and mine eyes and mine heart shall be
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there perpetually.

The temple’s sanctification did not come about by the human rituals
of prayer and sacrifice but by God’s own divine action. By choosing to
meet Israel at the temple, God made it holy. And while God would not
literally live in this house (Isaiah 66:1), allowing the temple to be associ-
ated with His name meant He was tying His reputation to the temple and
to His people who worshipped there (see 2 Chronicles 7:14a, above).
Adding that God’s heart would be in the temple speaks both to the care
and the attention that God would give His people.

We can think of this in the parallel way that Christians are God’s
chosen temple (1 Corinthians 3:16—17). Our mode of conduct reflects on
our holy God who has chosen us as His people and the dwelling place of
the Holy Spirit (2 Timothy 1:14).

What Do You Think?
How do you take care of God's temple—both your own body and the
larger church—as acts of dedication to God?

Digging Deeper
Does your house or church building require a similar care? Provide bib-
lical evidence to back up your answer.

Temple Turmoil

In his book Jerusalem Besieged, archaeologist Eric H. Cline notes that
Jerusalem has been “destroyed at least twice, besieged 23 times, attacked
an additional 52 times, and captured and recaptured 44 times.” That’s a
lot of turmoil over 3,000 years!

Instead of focusing on Jerusalem in general, it is more insightful to
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focus on the first two temples in particular. Solomon’s temple stood for
nearly 400 years until 586 BC. The second temple, dedicated by Zerub-
babel, stood for several centuries more, until it was destroyed by the
Romans in AD 7o.

By promising His presence in the temple, God offered the people
protection and stability if they were willing to follow Him. But God also
made promises about what would happen if the rulers and people failed
to follow Him. Are we on high alert as we follow God, remaining under
His protection? Or are we a bit too casual about our “temples”?

—B. H.

Il. On Turning Away

(2 Chronicles 7:17-22)
A. David’s Blessing (vv. 17-18)

17. And as for thee, if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy
father walked, and do according to all that I have commanded thee,
and shalt observe my statutes and my judgments.

Walk is a common biblical metaphor for a way of life (examples:
Deuteronomy 5:33; Proverbs 2:13; Zechariah 3:7). David thy father was
an apt role model for his heir Solomon. When David sinned, he humbled
himself, prayed, sought God’s face, and turned from his sinful ways
(examples: 2 Samuel 12:13; 24:10, 14—17; Psalm 38; see 2 Chronicles
7:14a, above). For this reason, we see over and over again that God did
not hold David’s sins against him, even when the man experienced the
effects of his failings (examples: 2 Samuel 13:21, 32-33; 24:15—16,
24b—25).

The phrase my statutes and my judgments, virtual synonyms (see 2
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Chronicles 7:19, below), uses the terminology of Deuteronomy. First
and 2 Kings constantly refer to Deuteronomy, and the Chronicler carried
over that language here. The phrase in combination with being all that
God commanded could be understood narrowly as laws to be obeyed.
More likely, however, the entire Law of Moses—Genesis through
Deuteronomy—was in mind, as a requirement for how to live a life pleas-
ing to the Lord (see 2 Kings 22:8—13).

18. Then will I stablish the throne of thy kingdom, according as I
have covenanted with David thy father, saying, There shall not fail
thee a man to be ruler in Israel.

The promise to maintain David’s family on the throne of Israel was
paradoxically both conditional and unconditional (see 2 Samuel 7). It
was unconditional in the sense that God would preserve the dynasty
even when its rulers practiced idolatry and unjust behaviors. However,
Solomon’s own sins resulted in 10 of the 12 tribes being taken from his
son Rehoboam (1 Kings 11:9—11; 12:1—24). And when Judah fell to Baby-
lonin 586 BC, the monarchy was destroyed.

The Chronicler was keenly aware that the Davidic monarchy had
fallen, and as he wrote Chronicles, there was no reason (from an earthly
point of view) to believe the royal line would be restored. The writer
correctly attributed the failure of the line to the kings’ faithlessness. The
land and people could be restored, but it would be many centuries
before a new kind of king from David’s line would take up the crown
(John 18:33—-37). How God chose to keep this promise to David was
greater than anyone in the Chronicler’s day could anticipate: Jesus
would live as a man and be proclaimed in His rightful place as king over
the entire world (12:12—16; Revelation 17:14).
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What Do You Think?
In what ways do you hope your faithfulness to God will become a bless-
ing to future generations?

Digging Deeper
What are you doing now in hopes that God will bring it to fruition later
(1 Corinthians 3:5-7)?

B. People’s Punishment (vv. 19—22)

19—20a. But if ye turn away, and forsake my statutes and my
commandments, which I have set before you, and shall go and serve
other gods, and worship them; then will I pluck them up by the
roots out of my land which I have given them.

Verse 19 shifts the addressee from Solomon himself to the people as a
whole (the Hebrew word for ye is plural in verse 19, but singular in verses
17-18). While all sin severs the relationship between Israel and God, the
root of many sins is idolatry—allowing some non-god to take God’s
place. False gods’ ways are never God’s ways, and in fact these imaginary
gods often demand or condone wickedness (we think of human sacrifice
as an extreme example). Worshipping any God but the Lord violates the
first two commandments (Exodus 20:2—6) and ensures that a people will
be led further to forsake God’s statutes and commandments.

The result of Judah’s continued idolatry was exile (2 Chronicles
36:15—20). There is a certain logic to this: if people desire to put some-
thing else in God’s place, they may find that God allows them to have
what they desire, knowing it is not what is really needed. Plucking Israel
up by the roots out of God’s land might bring to mind a gardener removing
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weeds or unfruitful plants (see Luke 13:6—9). The sins of Israel polluted
the land, so God took the people away to allow healing to begin (exam-
ple: 2 Chronicles 36:21).

Uprooted

A few minutes after midnight on March 3, 2020, a tornado ripped
through my neighborhood in Nashville, Tennessee. The tornado stayed
on the ground for over an hour and traveled more than 60 miles. Accord-
ing to estimates, it was the sixth most destructive tornado in US history.

More than a year later, most of the devastation was no longer visible,
with one glaring exception: the utter lack of trees. On multiple occasions
in the first few months after the tornado, I found myself wondering if I
had gotten lost in my own neighborhood. Uprooting the trees changed
everything.

This image comes to mind when I read that God warned the
Israelites that He would uproot them from the land if they were unfaith-
ful. This happened in an act that left the land and the people forever
changed. How will God respond if we turn away and forsake Him?

—B. H.

20b. And this house, which I have sanctified for my name, will I
cast out of my sight.

While people can be cast out into exile, surely God’s house could not.
This is best understood as regarding the destruction of the temple that
occurred in 586 BC alongside the final deportation of exiles into Baby-
lon. The razing of the temple signified God’s presence leaving (compare
Ezekiel 10:18—19; contrast 43:1—5).

20c—21. And will make it to be a proverb and a byword among all
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nations. And this house, which is high, shall be an astonishment to
every one that passeth by it; so that he shall say, Why hath the LorD
done thus unto this land, and unto this house?

One consequence of exile would be finding that God’s people had
become a proverb and a byword. Israel’s exile would serve as an example
of how God disciplines sinful people. Even worse, their destruction
would be so widely known that it would become a kind of shorthand to
describe horrible misfortune. Foreigners rather surprisingly would
assess correctly that the Lord had not been powerless to protect His peo-
ple but instead had done thus unto this land, and unto this house.

22. And it shall be answered, Because they forsook the LORD God
of their fathers, which brought them forth out of the land of Egypt,
and laid hold on other gods, and worshipped them, and served
them: therefore hath he brought all this evil upon them.

Answering why God had done this would be an opportunity for
Israelites to rehearse their history and assert the fact of God’s holiness
amid their own checkered past of serving Him.

This response emphasizes Israel’s ingratitude for their deliverance
from Egypt (Exodus 12:31—42; contrast 16:1—2). Israel’s core identity
came from the Lord who chose them and liberated them from Egyptian
bondage (12:14—20). Worshipping and serving other gods was a rejection
of what God had done (example: 32:2—8). We do well to remember that
the Lord does not do moral evil (James 1:13—14; 1 John 1:5). But the exiles
experienced the siege and destruction of Jerusalem and the temple and
later living in Babylon as physical evil (compare Joshua 23:15; 2 Samuel
24:16). Outsiders who saw what happened in Israel would explain it as
evil from the Lord.
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What Do You Think?
How can you recognize false gods that threaten to divide your loyalty
to God?

Digging Deeper
In what ways can you appropriately challenge others who draw their
identity and security from entities other than God?

Conclusion
A. God’s Forgiveness

While sin has consequences, often dire, neither sin nor its conse-
quences can utter the final word about the relationship between chosen
people and the choosing God. Even when sin seems to have ruined God’s
plans entirely—as with the apostasy of the Davidic line—we do well to
remember that God’s promises and plans move forward. The loss of
David’s kingdom led to the greatest gift of all: salvation through Jesus’
blood, bringing us out of our exile in sin and into God’s kingdom.

We cannot anticipate how God will choose to work through our “ex-
ilic” experiences (Romans 8:28). Still, when asking for God’s mercy, we
must remember our own responsibility: to humble ourselves, to offer
honest prayer, and to seek God’s face as we turn from evil. He honors our
repentance when we honor Him.

B. Prayer

O God who hears and sees, to You we turn when our sins consume
us. Please forgive and heal us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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C. Thought to Remember

Repent to experience forgiveness and healing.

Involvement Learning

Enhance your lesson with KJV Bible Student ( from your curriculum
supplier) and the reproducible activity page (at www.standardlesson.com or
in the back of the KJV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson

Ask learners to split into pairs, and assign each pair a site that was
called holy in the Bible. (Possibilities come from Exodus 3; 19; 26, etc.)
Pairs could also discuss the Sabbath and Israel in terms of their holiness.
Allow 5 to 10 minutes before reconvening the class. Ask each pair to
briefly describe what they learned. Then facilitate a whole-class discus-
sion by asking what characteristics were shared by places (or days or
people) that are holy. List these on the board as they are named.

Alternative. Distribute copies of the “A Holy Place” exercise from the
activity page, which you can download. Have learners complete it indi-
vidually (in one minute) before sharing their creations with a partner.
As a whole group, discuss what is required for a place to be considered
holy. Continue the discussion by asking, “Why do we seek sacred spa-
ces?”

After either activity, say, “With God’s approval and guidance,
Solomon built the temple, and with God’s presence it became a holy
place to worship and pray to God. But consequences would follow if the
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people forsook their faithfulness to Him.”

Into the Word

Write on the board Ifs / Thens as the headers of two columns. Ask a
volunteer to read aloud 2 Chronicles 7:12—22. Divide the class in half,
designating one half as the Ifs Group and the other half as the Thens
Group. Tell each group the role they will play as you read the passage
again: The Ifs Group should raise their hands when a verse mentions
responsibilities or actions that God asks us to take. The Thens Group
should raise their hands when a verse mentions the promises or conse-
quences from God. Jot these answers on the board, noting if a verse con-
tains more than one If or Then. (Possible answers for Ifs: vv. 14, 17, 19.
Possible answers for Thens: vv. 15—16, 18, 20.)

Lead a whole-group discussion on how the lists show God’s covenant
with His people. Ask: 1—How do you see God’s promises in this passage?
2>—Are His promises here unconditional or conditional? Explain. (See
commentary for further guidance.)

Alternative. Read through today’s passage aloud once. Distribute
copies of the “If/Then Covenant” activity from the activity page. Have
learners work in pairs to complete as indicated. (This exercise may be
more time-consuming than it appears at first glance.) Then reconvene
the whole class to discuss their work.

After calling time for either alternative, have the whole group dis-
cuss how this passage confirms or challenges our belief in God’s uncon-
ditional love. As a whole group, discuss how 2 Chronicles 7:19—22 came
true in Israel’s history. See commentary for examples.
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Into Life

Discuss examples of modern-day idolatry and the visible conse-
quences to them. Then hand out paper and pencils. Give learners time to
reflect and note how God’s covenant has been true in their own lives by
way of being either personally blessed or disciplined. Challenge learners
to think about choices they have made and ways that God’s promises and
consequences were fulfilled. Allow several minutes for writing.

Give learners one minute to think individually of one or more
lessons they learned from times of being personally blessed or disci-
plined. Then ask volunteers to share what change they would like to
make to continue to benefit from those lessons. Invite learners to use
that change as they take one minute to compose a prayer of personal
consecration to God for the new year. Allow time at the end for volun-
teers to pray their prayers aloud. Encourage them to pray about their
changes as they go through the week.
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