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January 19

Lesson 8 (NIV)

SOLOMON SEEKS GOD’S BLESSING

DEVOTIONAL READING: 1 Timothy 2:1–6

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: 1 Kings 8:22–53; 2 Chronicles 6:12–42

1 KINGS 8:22–30, 52, 53

22 �en Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in front of the whole assem-

bly of Israel, spread out his hands toward heaven 23 and said:

“LORD, the God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth 

below—you who keep your covenant of love with your servants who continue 

wholeheartedly in your way. 24 You have kept your promise to your servant 

David my father; with your mouth you have promised and with your hand you 

have fulfilled it—as it is today.
25 “Now LORD, the God of Israel, keep for your servant David my father the prom-

ises you made to him when you said, ‘You shall never fail to have a successor to sit 

before me on the throne of Israel, if only your descendants are careful in all they 

do to walk before me faithfully as you have done.’ 26 And now, God of Israel, let 

your word that you promised your servant David my father come true.
27 “But will God really dwell on earth? �e heavens, even the highest heaven, 

cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have built! 28 Yet give aCention 

to your servant’s prayer and his plea for mercy, LORD my God. Hear the cry and 

the prayer that your servant is praying in your presence this day. 29 May your 

eyes be open toward this temple night and day, this place of which you said, ‘My 

Name shall be there,’ so that you will hear the prayer your servant prays toward 

this place. 30 Hear the supplication of your servant and of your people Israel 

when they pray toward this place. Hear from heaven, your dwelling place, and 

when you hear, forgive.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
52 “May your eyes be open to your servant’s plea and to the plea of your people 

Israel, and may you listen to them whenever they cry out to you. 53 For you sin-

gled them out from all the nations of the world to be your own inheritance, just 
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as you declared through your servant Moses when you, Sovereign LORD, brought 

our ancestors out of Egypt.”

KEY VERSE

Hear the supplication of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray toward this 

place. Hear from heaven, your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive. —1 Kings 8:30

HONORING GOD

Unit 2: Dedicating the Temple of God

LESSONS 6–9

LESSON AIMS

A�er participating in this lesson, each learner will be able to:

1. Identify two fulfilled promises of the Lord.

2. Relate the key verse to leading ideas in the lesson text.

3. Suggest ways in which Solomon’s prayer provides models for the Christian’s 

prayers.

LESSON OUTLINE

Introduction

A. Gateway to the West

B. Lesson Context

I. God in Israel (1 KINGS 8:22–26)

A. Past Faithfulness (vv. 22–24)

Faithful Year A�er Year

B. Future Faithfulness (vv. 25, 26)

II. God in Heaven (1 KINGS 8:27–30)

A. Praise of Sovereignty (v. 27)

B. Prayer for A<ention (vv. 28–30)

God Answers Prayer

III. God in All the Earth (1 KINGS 8:52, 53)
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A. Summary of Requests (v. 52)

B. Reason for Requests (v. 53)

Conclusion

A. Access in Christ’s Name

B. Prayer

C. >ought to Remember

HOW TO SAY IT

Deuteronomy Due-ter-ahn-uh-me.

Egypt Ee-jipt.

exilic eg-zil-ik.

Leviticus Leh-vit-ih-kus.

Moses Mo-zes or Mo-zez.

Shema (Hebrew) She-muh.

Solomon Sol-o-mun.

Introduction

A. Gateway to the West

Where is the Gateway to the West in the United States? While the young country 

was still struggling to spread westward, the Cumberland Gap was one of the easiest 

land crossings through the Appalachian Mountains into the wild frontier of Tennessee. 

On the other hand, Pi<sburgh’s location at the meeting of three rivers made it a great 

place to begin a westward journey down the mighty Ohio River. Fort Wayne, Indiana 

along with St. Louis and Kansas City have also been acclaimed as the Gateway to the 

West. None of these today is the nationally recognized Gateway to the West.

In a similar way, Israel lacked one place that was the gateway to God. Where could 

they go to connect with him?

B. Lesson Context

First Kings 8:1–21 narrates the initial stages of the dedication ceremony Solomon 

orchestrated for the temple he had built in Jerusalem for the God of Israel (see commen-
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tary lessons 6, 7). >e priests carried the ark of the covenant to the temple and placed it 

within the temple’s innermost chamber, the Most Holy Place. >e Lord’s glory then 

filled the temple, signaling God’s approval of Solomon and the temple.

Solomon related to the congregation of Israel the story of the Lord’s covenant faith-

fulness to David. >e evidence for this was Solomon’s coming to the throne in the place 

of his father and in the completion of the temple.

I. God in Israel
(1 KINGS 8:22–26)

A. Past Faithfulness (vv. 22–24)

22. �en Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in front of the whole 

assembly of Israel, spread out his hands toward heaven

>e altar that Solomon stands in front of is most likely the bronze altar of burnt 

offering in the temple courts (1 Kings 8:64). If it were a different altar, he would be 

standing in the temple, out of sight from the whole assembly.

Solomon’s posture is one of prayer. Whereas we traditionally pray with folded 

hands and closed eyes, the ancient Israelites typically look up toward heaven or toward 

the temple, God’s house on earth (1 Kings 8:29, 30). >eir li�ed, empty hands express 

petition and supplication (Exodus 9:29, 33; Psalm 143:6). >is stance demonstrates both 

their need and their confidence that they will receive from God (1 Kings 8:38, 54; Psalms 

63:4; 88:9; 143:6). >ough the temple was built as God’s home on earth, Solomon recog-

nizes that the Lord’s true home is in Heaven rather than in any one location on the 

earth (see on 1 Kings 8:27, below).

What Do You Think?

What level of attention should Christians in general give to the issue of physical pos-

ture(s), if any, in prayer? Why?

Digging Deeper

How do Deuteronomy 9:18, 25; Psalm 123:1; Luke 18:13; John 17:1; Acts 20:36; 21:5; and 

1 Timothy 2:8 influence your conclusion?

23a. and said: “LORD, the God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above 

or on earth below—
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Solomon continues to address God as the Lord … God of Israel (1 Kings 8:15, 17, 20, 25; 

see commentary lesson 7). He calls on the powerful, transcendent deity who is also 

near to Israel and keeps covenant with the nation. Solomon’s affirmation of the Lord’s 

uniqueness in heaven and on earth echoes Moses’ words: “/e Lord is God in heaven 

above and on the earth below. /ere is no other” (Deuteronomy 4:39; compare Exodus 

15:11; Deuteronomy 7:9, 12; Nehemiah 1:5).

What Do You Think?

What are some ways to demonstrate more respect to God when praying?

Digging Deeper

Consider not only your prayers’ contents (what you say) and contexts (when, where, and 

with whom you say them) but also how content and context interrelate.

23b. “you who keep your covenant of love with your servants who continue 

wholeheartedly in your way.

/e Hebrew word translated love further highlights God’s fidelity as it denotes loy-

alty and faithfulness to covenant obligations. /e same word is translated 

“kindness” (Joshua 2:12; 2 Chronicles 24:22; etc.) and even “unfailing 

kindness” (Jeremiah 31:3). /e Lord is loyal to his servants who demonstrate fidelity to 

him by walking before him wholeheartedly (Daniel 9:4). To continue in God’s way sug-

gests walking the correct path, a frequent biblical metaphor that designates one’s con-

duct or process of living (Deuteronomy 8:6; Micah 6:8; etc.). /e heart speaks to what is 

in the core of one’s being; it designates one’s intellect, emotion, or will (1 Samuel 2:1; 1 

Chronicles 16:10; Psalm 9:1). Solomon calls the people to be wholly devoted to the Lord.

/e command to love the Lord with all one’s heart is part of the ancient prayer 

called the Shema (Hebrew for “hear”) passage of Deuteronomy 6:4, 5. It constitutes 

Israel’s central obligation to the Lord within the covenant (Deuteronomy 10:12; 26:16; 

Joshua 22:5; 1 Samuel 7:3). Solomon had been specifically charged by his father, David, to 

love the Lord with all his heart so that David would never fail to have a successor on the 

throne of Israel (1 Kings 2:1–4). Jesus later will declare the Shema to be the greatest 

commandment. Together with Leviticus 19:18, these two summarize the Law and 

Prophets (MaBhew 22:34–40).

FAITHFUL YEAR AFTER YEAR
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Tabloid headlines scream the latest gossip about which celebrity is having an affair 

this week or whose marriage is crumbling due to unfaithfulness. While sad examples 

like these abound, we occasionally read wonderful stories of couples whose marriages 

have lasted. For five years, Herbert and Zelmyra Fisher held the Guinness World Record 

for the longest marriage of a living couple: 86 years! When she was 103 years old, 

Zelmyra was asked the secret for their long marriage. She replied that only God could 

have kept them together.

What a wonderful example of human faithfulness! But it pales in significance to the 

eternal faithfulness of God. As Solomon noted, God remains true to his people, genera-

tion aKer generation. What a blessing and an example to us!

—C. R. B.

24. “You have kept your promise to your servant David my father; with your 

mouth you have promised and with your hand you have fulfilled it as it is today.

/ree references to your servant David my father punctuate 1 Kings 8:24–26. Refer-

ring to King David as a servant contrasts David’s role in Israel with the Lord’s. /ough 

David was the earthly leader of Israel, he was always subordinate to God. Earlier, the 

Lord had used the phrase “my servant” to refer to Moses (Numbers 12:7, 8; Joshua 1:2, 7) 

and Caleb (Numbers 14:24) while Joshua was designated as the Lord’s servant (Joshua 

24:29). Solomon also will speak of himself as the Lord’s servant (1 Kings 8:28, 29, 52). 

/is further ties Solomon to his father not just by blood but by acceptance of his role 

under God.

Solomon celebrates the Lord’s covenant faithfulness to David. Solomon’s place on 

the throne and the temple’s completion represent the fulfillment of the Lord’s promise 

to David found in 2 Samuel 7:13. /e king had earlier praised God for establishing with 

his hand what he had promised (1 Kings 8:15). Hand is an image of God’s power and 

authority (Exodus 13:3; 2 Chronicles 30:12; Isaiah 41:10; etc.). /at God had spoken the 

promise to David by means of his own mouth testified to God’s intimate involvement in 

the promise and to its reliability. Solomon praises the Lord as the one who had commit-

ted himself to David and who had been able to perform what he had promised in estab-

lishing Solomon on David’s throne. God has empowered Solomon to complete the tem-

ple.

B. Future Faithfulness (vv. 25, 26)
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25. “Now LORD, the God of Israel, keep for your servant David my father the 

promises you made to him when you said, ‘You shall never fail to have a successor 

to sit before me on the throne of Israel, if only your descendants are careful in all 

they do to walk before me faithfully as you have done.’

/e word now signals a transition in Solomon’s prayer: he seeks God’s present and 

future faithfulness (compare 1 Chronicles 17:10–14, 23; 2 Chronicles 1:9). /e Lord had 

promised David that he would establish David’s dynasty and throne forever (2 Samuel 

7:15, 16). Solomon echoes the words David used as recorded in 1 Kings 2:1–4 to recount to 

his son that covenant promise. In that recollection, David had highlighted a conditional 

element within the Lord’s covenant. In order to enjoy its benefits, David’s descendants 

must walk in God’s ways (1 Kings 2:3). If David’s descendants follow the Lord fully, then 

David will never fail to have a successor on the throne of Israel (2:4).

/e phrase if only indicates the conditions under which Solomon can expect the 

Lord to continue to honor the promises he made. When David’s descendants are careful 

in all they do, they will be established on his throne. When they are not, they will face 

God’s judgments.

What Do You Think?

What is one of God’s fulfilled promises that you can help your church celebrate to better 

effect? How will you do so?

Digging Deeper

Where should that better effect be focused: on worship, evangelism, discipleship, or 

something else? Why?

26. “And now, God of Israel, let your word that you promised your servant 

David my father come true.

Solomon anticipates God’s future faithfulness to the word he had spoken to David (2 

Samuel 7:25). /e ultimate fulfillment of the Lord’s gracious promise will come in the 

person and work of Jesus Christ, who will be born from the house of David (Luke 1:27, 

69; Acts 2:29, 30) and be given “the throne of his father David” (Luke 1:32).

II. God in Heaven

(1 KINGS 8:27–30)

A. Praise of Sovereignty (v. 27)
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27. “But will God really dwell on earth? <e heavens, even the highest heaven, 

cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have built!

Having restated highlights from God’s covenant with David, Solomon proclaims the 

wonder of the God who has established that covenant. Solomon contrasts the limits of 

the temple he built with the limitless God for whom it has been built (compare Psalm 

139:7–16; Jeremiah 23:24). /ere is no God like the Lord in the heavens above or on the 

earth beneath (1 Kings 8:23), and both Heaven and earth belong to him (Deuteronomy 

10:14). Not even the highest heaven can contain the Lord.

In Israelite thought, there exist three layers of heavens above the earth (compare 2 

Corinthians 12:2). Beneath the earth can be found the abode of the dead. All of these 

tiers belong to the Lord, and not even the most magnificent of them can be said to con-

tain God. Consequently, the newly constructed temple certainly cannot confine him (2 

Chronicles 2:6; Isaiah 66:1; Acts 17:24).

/e Israelites will err if they think they can confine God within a temple and use it 

to manipulate him the way neighboring nations seek to manipulate their gods (com-

pare 1 Kings 18:26–29). Indeed, Stephen will quote both Solomon and Isaiah when he 

condemns the Jewish leaders for their reliance on the law and the rebuilt temple in 

their rejection of Jesus (Acts 7:47–53). /is building represents the dwelling of the Lord 

among his people, but it will be a blessing for them only if they humbly obey the God 

who dwells among them (compare Jeremiah 7:1–15).

B. Prayer for A?ention (vv. 28–30)

28. “Yet give a?ention to your servant’s prayer and his plea for mercy, LORD

my God. Hear the cry and the prayer that your servant is praying in your pres-

ence this day.

Solomon now begins to apply the title servant to himself as he links himself to God’s 

promise and faithfulness (see commentary on 1 Kings 8:24, above). /e king realizes 

that he has no claim on the God of Heaven. Solomon cannot force the almighty Lord to 

do anything. Yet God had made promises to David and to Israel, and Solomon could 

depend on the Lord’s own word.

/e nouns prayer, plea, and cry overlap greatly in meaning, each one offering a dif-

ferent emphasis. /e first is the most generic, referring to any kind of praying to God. 

/is word occurs over 70 times in the Hebrew Old Testament. Plea refers to prayers for 

God’s intervention and assistance; it occurs only 25 times in the Hebrew Old Testament. 
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Cry can refer to a ringing, emotional calling out to God either in joy or in pain, occur-

ring 33 times in the Hebrew Old Testament.

What Do You Think?

Without giving advice, how would you counsel discouraged people who believe their sins 

are so serious that God will not forgive?

Digging Deeper

What if a person points to passages such as Exodus 23:21; 2 Kings 24:4; Matthew 12:31, 

32; and/or 1 John 5:16b to maintain that he or she cannot be forgiven?

29. “May your eyes be open toward this temple night and day, this place of 

which you said, ‘My Name shall be there,’ so that you will hear the prayer your 

servant prays toward this place.

Solomon has clarified that the transcendent God cannot be confined within the 

temple. !e king nevertheless prays that God will honor the newly constructed house as 

a place where the Lord can be approached.

!e sensory metaphors of the Lord’s seeing and hearing emphasize the receptivity 

that Solomon hopes and expects God will have toward his prayers (compare 2 Kings 

19:16; Nehemiah 1:6; Psalms 34:15; 101:6). Solomon does not just want God to see and 

hear; rather, Solomon wants God to act on behalf of his praying people on the basis of 

seeing and hearing (102:17). God promises that he will do so (2 Chronicles 7:15).

Solomon asks for God’s constant a8ention night and day to the appeals of his people 

(compare Psalm 138:2; Daniel 6:10). God does not sleep; he is able to hear prayers always 

(Psalms 34:17, 18; 121:3–8). Furthermore, the Lord has provided his Name to Israel so that 

the people can know him (Exodus 3:13–15). !ey are to call on his name in praise, prayer, 

and trust (1 Kings 8:33, 35; 1 Chronicles 16:8; Psalm 9:10; etc.). God’s name being associ-

ated with the temple conveys the idea of his possession of that space. Israel belongs to 

God as the nation called by God’s name (Deuteronomy 28:10; 2 Chronicles 7:14; Isaiah 

43:1; see lesson 7).

GOD ANSWERS PRAYER

When Mary was a month old, she had her first checkup. Everything seemed fine 

until the next day, when she appeared to be ge8ing a cold. Pat and I took turns tending 

to our baby to keep her comfortable. About midnight, I turned Mary’s care over to my 
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wife. I tossed in the bed before praying, “God, if Mary will be all right, let me go to sleep 

so I will be alert for church.” About 2:00 a.m., I heard my wife scream. I reached her in 

time to hear Mary take her last breath.

God didn’t answer prayer for Mary’s recovery the way we wanted. Instead, he gave 

us a giD of ministry. Many times, Pat and I had the privilege of sharing our story and 

God’s comfort with other parents in similar circumstances.

In the years following Solomon’s prayer, Israel walked far away from God. God’s 

answer to Solomon’s prayer was not always what the king would have expected. But 

God’s answer was always intended to bless Israel, calling the people back to their mis-

sion.

—C. R. B.

30. “Hear the supplication of your servant and of your people Israel when 

they pray toward this place. Hear from heaven, your dwelling place, and when 

you hear, forgive.”

Solomon’s requests recognize God’s openness and receptivity to prayers. Solomon 

previously had asked the Lord to hear his own prayer; now Solomon explicitly includes 

the people of Israel among those to whom the Lord should listen. Israel will pray toward 

the temple, but God will hear from Heaven (1 Kings 8:32, 34, 36, 39, 43, 45, 49).

Solomon’s specific requests that follow imply that Israel will pray in repentance (1 

Kings 8:39, 47; compare Exodus 34:9; Leviticus 26:40–42). Solomon pleads that the Lord 

not only will hear Israel, but that he also will forgive Israel (1 Kings 8:34, 36, 39, 50). 

Elsewhere, God promises that he hears the prayers of his repentant people (Exodus 

34:7; Jeremiah 29:12).

It is significant that Solomon links forgiveness to the Israelites’ prayers rather than 

to their sacrifices—acts normally associated with temples. !e temple is certainly the 

place for sacrifices (Deuteronomy 12:1–18), but sacrifices are offered in the context of 

prayer (Psalm 141:2; Isaiah 56:7). !is distinction will be important for the future exilic 

and post-exilic communities that will experience disruptions in their ability to offer 

sacrifices aDer the temple is destroyed. While the nation might worry that God will not 

hear their prayers without sacrifice, Solomon’s words serve as reassurance that the 

prayers behind the sacrifice are pleasing to God.

What Do You Think?

What causes you to think that at times the Lord does not hear your prayers? Why?
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Digging Deeper

What are some ways Christians make sure not to confuse the issue of hearing prayers 

with that of heeding prayers?

III. God in All the Earth

(1 KINGS 8:52, 53)

A. Summary of Requests (v. 52)

52. “May your eyes be open to your servant’s plea and to the plea of your peo-

ple Israel, and may you listen to them whenever they cry out to you.

In 1 Kings 8:31–51 (not in today’s text), Solomon offers seven petitions to God con-

cerning various circumstances his people may experience. !ese specific petitions will 

be very reassuring to the generations that will live during and aDer the Babylonian 

exile. Despite the judgments to come, Solomon expectantly prays that God will con-

tinue to care for his people.

First Kings 8:52 picks up key elements from previous portions of Solomon’s prayer. 

Just as Solomon has prayed that God’s eyes will be open toward the temple (8:27, 28), the 

king now prays that God’s eyes will be open to his plea and to that of Israel, and that God 

will hear them (8:28, 29).

B. Reason for Requests (v. 53)

53. “For you singled them out from all the nations of the world to be your own 

inheritance, just as you declared through your servant Moses when you, 

Sovereign Lord, brought our ancestors out of Egypt.”

Solomon is confident that the Lord will be a8entive because the Israelites are his 

people whom he has rescued from Egyptian slavery (8:51; compare Psalm 3:4; contrast 

Job 30:20; Psalm 22:2). God has proven himself to Israel time aDer time.

Solomon began his prayer in 1 Kings 8:23 by addressing the Lord, the God of Israel. 

He now ends by appealing to the Sovereign Lord who had brought Israel out of Egypt. As 

he has done in the first part of his prayer (1 Kings 8:15, 16), Solomon connects the ful-

fillment of God’s promises to David with the story of Moses and the exodus. Calling 

Moses a servant connects both David and Solomon to the earlier leader of Israel (8:28, 

29, 30, 52; see commentary on 8:24).
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God had chosen Israel from all the nations of the world to be his inheritance and spe-

cial possession (Exodus 19:5, 6; 34:9; Deuteronomy 4:20; 7:7, 8; Psalm 33:12). He had 

delivered Israel in order for that nation to be a blessing in and to the world (Genesis 

12:2; 22:17, 18; Exodus 19:5, 6). God has been faithful to his people, and he will fulfill his 

purposes for them. !ose purposes are ultimately fulfilled in his Son, Jesus, and in the 

ministry and message of reconciliation he commits to Christ’s church (2 Corinthians 

5:14–19).

Visual for Lesson 8. Point to this visual to start a discussion about why it is good news that God does 

not dwell in temples.

Conclusion

A. Access in Christ’s Name

Solomon’s temple-dedication prayer highlights the Lord’s faithfulness to his 
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covenant with David. �e establishment of Solomon as king and the completion of the 

temple bore witness to God’s faithfulness to David and to Israel. �at past faithfulness 

formed the basis for Solomon’s expectation of and his petition for the Lord’s continued 

covenant loyalty. He prayed that the Lord would hear his people when they prayed 

toward the temple Solomon had built for the Lord’s name (1 Kings 8:29). God agreed to 

use the temple as a gateway to him.

Jesus, the ultimate fulfillment of the covenant promises to David, spoke of himself 

as a temple (John 2:19, 21). Believers have access to God through Christ (Ephesians 2:18), 

and in his name we are able to approach God boldly and to pray in confidence that God 

will hear (John 14:13, 14; 15:16; Ephesians 3:12; Hebrews 4:16).

B. Prayer

Our Father, we praise you for your faithfulness to your people throughout all gener-

ations and to us in our time. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

C. 
ought to Remember

God is faithful to hear us when we pray.

INVOLVEMENT LEARNING

Enhance your lesson with NIV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the 

reproducible activity page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the NIV Standard 

Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson

Begin a brainstorming as you ask learners to name special events that usually call 

for a special prayer. Allow 90 seconds; have a scribe jot responses on the board as they 

are shouted.

A>er time is up, work back through the list, asking for shows of hands whether 

learners have heard or offered a prayer in each situation. Keep a tally on the board.

Lead in to Bible study by telling students that today’s lesson will consider the prayer 

Solomon offered as the new temple was dedicated. Tell them to watch for how meaning-

ful this prayer was to those who heard it originally.
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Into the Word

Briefly recap the previous two lessons. �en ask a volunteer to read aloud today’s 

lesson text of 1 Kings 8:22–30, 52, 53. Challenge class members to listen for what 

Solomon’s prayer illustrates about God and how we might pray.

A>er the reading, ask students if they know what promises Solomon is referring to 

in verses 24 and 25. If 2 Samuel 7:13 and 1 Kings 2:4 aren’t mentioned, do so yourself.

�en have students imagine a conversation they might have with Solomon a>er the 

dedication of the temple. Have half the class (in groups of no more than four) decide 

what the prayer teaches us about God. �e other half (also in groups of no more than 

four) should determine what is appropriate to ask of God. A>er about five minutes, ask 

group members to share their conclusions.

Option 1. Provide students with copies of the three-column chart below. Suggest that 

learners use this as a note taker. Note that not every verse contains something to list 

under both of the other two headings. Inform learners also that some of the entries will 

be listed more than once.

Option 2. Provide copies of the same chart for students to complete in study pairs.

Verse(s) Learned About God Asked of God

22 _____________ _____________

23 _____________ _____________

24, 25 _____________ _____________

26 _____________ _____________

27 _____________ _____________

28–30 _____________ _____________

52 _____________ _____________

53 _____________ _____________

Option 3. Distribute copies of the “Seven Prayers, Seven Principles” exercise from 

the activity page, which you can download. Have learners complete as indicated, con-

sidering 1 Kings 8:31–51 as background. If distributed as a take-home, promise to dis-

cuss results next week.
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Put learners into four groups and give each group one of the following statements 

on a handout (you prepare):

1—God, there is no one like you.

2—God, because you’re a promise keeper, we’re asking you to keep your promises to 

us.

3—God, we can’t contain you in this room, but we want you to be here with us.

4—God, help your people with the challenges we’re facing in this world.

Include the following instructions on each handout: Identify the section(s) of 

today’s text reflected in the supplication you’ve been given. Write a few sentences of a 

prayer that expresses the idea in your sentence.

In the ensuing whole-class discussion, allow volunteers to share what they’ve writ-

ten. Probe further by asking which sentences remind them of prayers they regularly 

pray. Follow by asking which challenge them to pray in a new way and why.

Option. Distribute copies of the “Prayer Emphasis” exercise from the activity page 

as a take-home. To encourage completion, state that you will call for volunteers to 

share results next week.

To print the reproducible activity page, simply click the highlighted text below to 

create a pdf file on your hard drive. �en open the pdf file in Acrobat Reader and print.

Activity Page (January 19—Solomon Seeks God’s Blessing)
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