June 2
Lesson 1 (NIV)

Glorious Riches

Devotional Reading: Galatians 3:19-29
Background Scripture: Colossians 1:19-2:5

Colossians 1:24-2:3

24 Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in
regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. 25 I have become its
servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness—26 the
mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord’s
people. 27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gen tiles the glorious riches of
this mystery, which is Christin you, the hope of glory.

28 He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we
may present everyone fully mature in Christ. 29 To this end I strenuously contend with all the
energy Christ so powerfully works in me.

1 I want you to know how hard I am contending for you and for those at Laodicea, and for all
who have not met me personally. 2 My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united
in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may
know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge.

Jane Ann Kenney, Ronald L. Nickelson, and Taylor Z. Stamps, eds., The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2023—2024, vol. 30,
The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary (Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing, 2023).
Exported from Logos Bible Software, 1:41 PM June 1, 2024. 1



)

Image © Getty Images

Key Text

My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches
of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.—Colossians 2:2—3
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Hope in the Lord

Unit I: Experiencing Hope
Lessons 1-5

Lesson Aims

After participating in this lesson, each learner will be able to:

1. Identify the “mystery.”

2. Explain why Paul discusses the “mystery.”

3. State a way to pass along spiritual com fort that he or she once received during a time of distress.

Lesson Outline

Introduction
A. Moving toa New House
B. Lesson Context
I. Paul’s Status (Colossians 1:24)
A. In Suffering (v. 24a)
B. For the Church (v. 24b)
II. Paul’s Intent (Colossians 1:25-29)
A. By Design of God (v. 25)
B. For Maturity of Believers (v. 26)
(Re)solving Mysteries
C. In Hope of Glory (v. 27)
D. With Goal-Directed Wisdom (v. 28)
Adulting—It’s for Everyone
E. Through Divine Power (v. 29)
III. Paul’s Labor (Colossians 2:1—3)
A. Everywhere (v.1)
B. Everyone (v.2)
C. Everything (v.3)
Conclusion
A. Then and Now
B. Prayer
C. Thought to Remember

How to Say It

Colossae Ko-lahss-ee.

Jane Ann Kenney, Ronald L. Nickelson, and Taylor Z. Stamps, eds., The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2023—2024, vol. 30,
The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary (Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing, 2023).
Exported from Logos Bible Software, 1:41 PM June 1, 2024. 3



Epaphras Ep-uh-frass.
Laodicea Lay-odd-uh-see-uh.

polytheistic pohl-ih-thee-iz-tik.

Introduction
A. Moving to a New House

It’s not fun to move. Preparing boxes and furniture for movers is a lot of work! But moving old
things or dragging old pictures out of the basement can bring pleasant memories back to life, provid-
ing comfort during these times of transition. According to professional movers, it’s a good idea to use
this opportunity to assess everything you own.

The people of the church at Colossae hadn’t made a physical move, but a spiritual one. Those of
Gentile background had moved from their polytheistic (meaning “many gods”) outlook to acknowl-
edge the one, true God. Those of Jewish background had been challenged to move on from the Law of
Moses that had defined their existence. Both groups were moving into a new “house”—the same
house! That house was and is known as the church.

Predictably, some folks brought old, obsolete “stuff” with them that didn’t belong in the church.
At best, it was just useless clutter; at worst, it could lead a person to make another move—a move out
of the church. If anyone had good reason to leave the church, it was the apostle Paul (see Philippians
3:4—6). Today’s lesson lets us glimpse his level of commitment.

B. Lesson Context

Colossians and Philemon are two of the four letters we call the Prison Epistles, the other two being
Ephesians and Philippians. Paul wrote them from prison in Rome in the early AD 60s. There is no
indication that Paul planted the church in Colossae (Colossians 2:1). Instead, a certain Epaphras prob-
ably did so after Paul had visited nearby towns (1:3—8; 4:12). According to most scholars, the church in
Colossae was likely planted as a result of Paul’s third missionary journey (Acts 18:23—21:16). Paul
refers to the nearby towns of Hierapolis and Laodicea in Colossians 2:1; 4:13—16.

The congregations of Paul’s day faced the dual threat of their members returning either to pagan
deities or to superseded Jewish practices (Romans 7:6; etc.). A more insidious heresy was
syncretism—a blending of old beliefs and practices with new ones. Teachers of this system would say
something like, “Having Christ is important, but to be saved, you also need....” That sentence might
be completed by one or more Jewish practices of the Law of Moses. Or it might be finished with specu-
lative elements of Greek philosophy. Both seemed to have been problems at Colossae per Colossians
2:8—15. But before he confronted those problems, Paul first needed to ensure that his readers under-
stood his own status, intent, and work.

l. Paul’s Status
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(Colossians 1:24)
A. In Suffering (v. 24a)

24a. Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you,

From the outset, Paul’s ministry was to be characterized by suffering (Acts 9:16). That reality is a
recurring theme in his letters (2 Corinthians 1:5—7; 6:3—10; 11:23—27; Ephesians 3:13; Philippians 3:10;
2 Timothy 1:12; 3:11; etc.). But Paul was not complaining about random aches and pains as we might
do. Rather, his sufferings had a purpose: they were for you, as the next thought indicates.

B. For the Church (v. 24b)

24b. and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake
of his body, which is the church.

As we read this half-verse, we may come away with more questions than answers! What does fill up
mean in this context? How can Paul be so bold as to connect his own sufferings to Christ’s afflictions?
How can Paul’s sufferings be a benefit to the believers in Colossae (that is, for the sake of his body)?
Recognizing that the word lacking refers to something missing, what is the “lack” in the afflictions of
Christ that Paul’s sufferings fill up?

Dealing with the last question first, Paul is crystal clear elsewhere in this letter that there is noth-
ing lacking about Christ’s afflictions regarding what they were intended to accomplish (Colossians
2:9—15; compare Romans 6:9—10; Hebrews 7:27; 9:12, 28). One proposal is that the phrase in my flesh
is the key to understanding here: that which is lacking completeness is not Christ’s sufferings in and
of themselves, but rather it is Christ’s sufferings in Paul that are not yet complete. The church is the
body of Christ, and Paul suffered for that body as he traveled around the Mediterranean world to
preach the truth of the gospel. As more sufferings came his way, they filled up what the Lord had pre-
dicted in Acts 9:16.

What Do You Think?
What do Paul's words in 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 suggest about enduring suffering?

Digging Deeper
What factors affect how you counsel someone who is experiencing ongoing suffering? Keep Job
42:1-8 in mind.

Il. Paul’'s Intent
(Colossians 1:25-29)

A. By Design of God (v. 25)

25a. I have become its servant
This is now the second time Paul has identified himself as a servant in this letter (the first time is in
Colossians 1:23). This self-identification is quite similar to his statements in Ephesians 3:2, 7—8. The
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English word translated “servant” comes from the Greek word diakonos, from which we also derive
the word deacon. Paul is not using this word to refer to an office of the church (as he does in 1 Timothy
3:8, 12). Rather, he is describing what it means for him to be a servant, which in turn must be in line
with Jesus’ explanations in Matthew 23:11; Mark 9:35; John 12:26; and elsewhere.

25b. by the commission God gave me

The commission God gave me of which Paul speaks is recorded in Acts 9:15; 22:14—15; and 26:16—18.
We could call those passages Paul’s “mandate” or “marching orders.”

What Do You Think?
In what ways was Paul's commission by God similar to and different from your own?

Digging Deeper
Compare and contrast your commission with the accounts found in Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 9:15;
22:14-15; and 26:16-18.

25c. to present to you the word of God in its fullness—

The phrase to you establishes the believers at Colossae to be the beneficiaries of Paul’s tasks; the
phrase to present ... the word of God establishes the benchmark by which to measure accomplishment
of those tasks. Both facts are stated in very general terms here. This serves as an introduction to
specifics, which we will see below.

B. For Maturity of Believers (v. 26)

26. the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to
the Lord’s people.

Paul uses the word mystery numerous times in his letters in different ways. The passages that are
closest to the usage of that word in the verse before us are Romans 16:25—-26; 1 Corinthians 2:7; and
Ephesians 3:3—9. In those, as here, the word refers to the content of Paul’s preaching that is founda-
tional: the good news of Jesus, once hidden but now revealed. In doing so, Paul was drawing on Jewish
ideas about the mystery of God’s plans, which culminate in Christ. It’s possible that Paul’s audience,
especially the Gentiles, heard a contrast of God’s mystery with the “mystery religions” of the Greco-
Roman world.

The gospel message of Jesus Christ indeed was a mystery until it began to be disclosed by Jesus
(compare 1 Timothy 3:16). But even though he brought, modeled, and explained the gospel message
personally, people often did not comprehend (examples: Matthew 16:5—-12; Mark 7:17-18; John 14:9),
even right up to the day of his ascension (Acts 1:6).

Broadly speaking, the gospel message deals with two issues: (1) the person of Christ and (2) the work
of Christ. The four Gospels (that is, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) focus almost wholly on the “per-
son” issue; they are concerned primarily with evidence and belief that Jesus was (and is) the divine
Son of God (John 20:30-31; etc.). The meaning and significance of Jesus’ “work”—referring primarily
to why his death, burial, resurrection, and ascension were (and are) essential—are largely unad-
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dressed in the Gospels. A rare exception is Mark 10:45: “The Son of Man did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Even there, however, there’s no explanation of
who the ransom is to be paid to and how the ransom actually works.

The meaning and significance of Jesus’ work received full treatment after his ascension as the apos-
tles received further revelation and the rest of the New Testament was written (examples: Acts 10;
Galatians 1:11—12). In that sense, the mystery is now disclosed to the Lord’s people.

(Re)solving Mysteries

When my husband and I started having children, we didn’t agree on much. But there was one
thing we both felt very strongly about: keeping the gender of our unborn children a mystery until the
day of the birth.

The nine months of anticipation was exciting and well worth the wait! Even while friends and
family expressed frustration and exasperation at being kept in the dark about our baby’s gender, we
did not relent. And when each of our babies was born, the revelation at the end was every bit as
rewarding as we could have imagined.

God doesn’t reveal his mysteries to us on our timetable but on his (Daniel 12:8—9; Acts 1:7; 1 Peter
1:10—12; etc.). But we want to know! And our unholy desire can lead to all kinds of problems. These
range from professional embarrassment (remember the booklet 88 Reasons the Rapture Will Be in
1988?) to divine condemnation (see 1 Corinthians 6:9).

Despite desires and attempts to unravel earthly or heavenly mysteries, the main question is this:
What are you doing with the mysteries God has already revealed?

—P. M.

C. In Hope of Glory (v. 27)

27. To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this
mystery, which is Christin you, the hope of glory.

In Greek, this verse is a continuation of the preceding verse rather than the beginning of a new
sentence. The phrase among the Gentiles acknowledges the inclusiveness of the gospel message. Not
all Gentiles accepted the message, of course, even though the truth of this mystery was available to
them. Paul wants his readers to make no mistake regarding the content of the mystery: it’s Christ. Not
only Christ in and of himself, but Christ in you. Not only is Christ in us (2 Corinthians 13:5; Galatians
2:20; 4:19; Ephesians 3:17), but we are also in him (John 17:21; Romans 8:1; 16:7; 1 Corinthians 1:30;
etc.).

Thus what has been made known in terms of the glorious riches of the mystery is explained in
terms of the presence of Christ being the hope of glory. This is the future orientation that fulfills God’s
promise to Abraham (Genesis 15:5—6). Christ is the believer’s hope for participation in the glory of
Heaven.

We see the importance to Paul of the concept of “glory” when we read Romans 2:7, 10; 3:21;
8:17—-18, 23, 30. The concepts of “hope” and “glory” are also connected in Romans 5:2 and Titus 2:13.
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Some students propose that the phrase “the glorious riches” was standard in the worship settings of
the first-century church, given similar expressions in Ephesians 1:18 and Philippians 4:19. In this con-
text, the word riches refers to spiritual blessings (see Romans 2:4; 9:23; 11:33; Ephesians 1:7, 18; 2:7;
3:8, 16; Philippians 4:19).

D. With Goal-Directed Wisdom (v. 28)

28. He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that
we may present everyone fully mature in Christ.
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Visual for Lesson 1. While discussing Colossians 2:3, ask how learners seek Jesus and his treasures of wisdom and
knowledge.

The opening word of this verse tightly connects its content to “Christ” per his mention in the pre-
vious verse. Following that word he comes a statement of two methods of conveying the message of
the Christ: admonishing and teaching. Which of those two was more important to Paul? If word-count
is any indication, it was teaching—a word he uses about twice as often as admonishing (preaching) or
proclaiming.
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The content of the message—whether preached or taught—has a singular goal of presenting
everyone fully mature in Christ Jesus. The word in the original language translated “mature” occurs 20
mature,” or “something

” «

times in the New Testament. Depending on context, it can mean “perfect,
that has reached its goal.” As we sift through the options, it’s important to remember that “explain-
ing” which is correct runs the danger of “explaining away” alternatives that we don’t like. In the case
at hand, it’s best to understand mature as perfect. But how is it possible to be perfect, even though Jesus
commanded it in Matthew 5:48 (compare 19:21; Ephesians 5:27)? The answer: it’s not (Romans 3:23).
But that doesn’t mean we lower the standard! We keep aiming for perfection, and we ask forgiveness
when we fall short.

Aiming for the target of perfection is aided by application of wisdom. Paul explains the connection
between wisdom, perfection, and mystery in 1 Corinthians 2:6—7. As one becomes devoted to pursu-
ing godly wisdom, he or she is able to distinguish between true wisdom (Colossians 2:2—3) and its
counterfeits (2:23).

What Do You Think?

What is the difference between preaching and teaching? What are the overlaps between them?
Digging Deeper

What is preaching able to accomplish that teaching cannot, and vice versa? Consider Acts 4:2 as you

answer.

Adulting—It's for Everyone

Out of all my children, it seems my youngest is having the most trouble growing up. At 20 years
old, he still won't sit still long enough for me to teach him about basic life skills such as budgets, vehi-
cle maintenance, credit cards, etc.

Because he refuses to be taught, he constantly makes bad choices and then comes to his father and
me to bail him out. And we have the unfortunate job of telling him no. While that may seem harsh
and unhelpful, his father and I both know what would happen if we caved: he would not grow out of
this stage of unwise decisions.

We must not shy away from “speaking the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15). All truth and no love
makes us hard, legalistic people. All love and no truth results in toleration of sinful behavior. What
can you do today to bring those into balance?

—P. M.

E. Through Divine Power (v. 29)

29. To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me.

The church has God’s power or energy working within it. Paul’s successful evangelist endeavors are
evidence of that fact (Ephesians 3:7, 20; Philippians 4:13). This power is not exclusive to the apostle
Paul; it was working thorough others as well (Galatians 2:8; Philippians 2:13). The purpose of the
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church is for her members to be not only reconciled (justified) but also to be complete in holiness
(sanctified). God’s working is directed toward both (compare 1 Corinthians 6:11).

I1l. Paul’s Labor
(Colossians 2:1—3)

A. Everywhere (v. 1)

1. I want you to know how hard I am contending for you and for those at Laodicea, and for all
who have not met me personally.

Paul desires that his readers know of his ministry of prayer on their behalf (see Colossians 1:9-12).
The word translated contending is a form of the same word translated “strenuously contend” in 1:29
(speaking of Paul’s own labor) and “wrestling” in 4:12 (speaking of Epaphras’s laboring for them in
prayer). Paul greets someone by name in Colossians 4:17, and he knows other Christians in Colossae
(compare Philemon 1—2 with Colossians 4:10—17). Even so, the phrase for all who have not met me per-
sonally is widely accepted to mean that Paul had not been to Colossae (see Lesson Context).

Laodicea, approximately 10 miles from Colossae, is another city in the Lycus River valley. Although
many within this letter’s audience are strangers to Paul, they are still objects of Paul’s concern that
arises from the unity believers have in Christ (1 Corinthians 1:2; Ephesians 4:4; Colossians 4:16).

B. Everyone (v. 2)

2a. My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart

Scripture often uses the word heart to designate the person, especially one’s center of moral and
ethical deliberation, will, and attitudes (Genesis 6:5; Exodus 4:21; Matthew 9:4; 12:34; etc.). The verb
translated encouraged communicates more than offering solace; one is strengthened in the kind of
comfort Paul means (see also Ephesians 6:22; Colossians 4:8).

2b. and united in love,

United in love suggests a harmony of purpose and thought. The same term appears in Ephesians
4:15—16 and Colossians 2:19 to speak of a unity derived from the church’s attachment to its head,
Christ. The love that unites believers has its source in their devotion to Christ, who empowers us to
love one another (Ephesians 3:19; 4:1—4; 1 John 4:11). Only a love built on the knowledge of what
Christ has done and a desire to serve others can unite the church (John 13:34—35).

2c. so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may
know the mystery of God, namely, Christ,

Paul desires his readers to have the confidence and power that comes from an ability to distinguish
between true and false teaching (see Acts 9:22). The focus of this understanding is to be the knowledge
of the mystery of God. Regarding Paul’s use the word mystery, see above on Colossians 1:26—27 (com-

pare 4:3).

What Do You Think?
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What is your goal when contending for other
believers?

Digging Deeper
How well does your goal align with Paul's?

C. Everything (v. 3)

3.in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

This verse speaks against any false teachers who claim to have hidden truth to which only the spiri-
tual elite have access. In contrast, Christ is the one in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge (Isaiah 11:2). Wisdom and knowledge are not the same, although they are related. Knowl-
edge is the mental grasp of truth; wisdom is the ability to use knowledge appropriately. Believers can
access the wisdom and knowledge revealed in Christ, but that remains hidden from those who reject
him (Matthew 13:13—15; quoting Isaiah 6:9—10).

What Do You Think?
What role does the Bible’s wisdom literature play in your seeking
wisdom?

Digging Deeper
How can Old Testament texts aid in growing in maturity in Christ?

Conclusion

A. Then and Now

God’s care for the first-century church came primarily through human hands. The apostle Paul is,
of course, the primary example of this. But what Paul set in motion needed the help of others to carry
it out on a long-term basis, to finish what he had started (Titus 1:5; etc.). We see some of those poten-
tial helpers in the names listed in passages such as Colossians 4:16 and in the unnamed persons of 1:2.
What Paul wrote to them was a call to alertness and action. They needed to remain alert to wrong
views of Christ, wisdom, power, glory, mystery, etc. Only with such alertness could they be prepared
to act to protect the church.

So how well did the church at Colossae do in this regard? We don’t really know, but the church in
nearby Laodicea received criticism decades later for being lukewarm in Revelation 3:14—22. Luke-
warmness manifests itselfin the form of complacency.

Do you see signs of complacency in your church? How do we know when complacency is setting
in—what are its signs? To be able to answer such questions is an issue of alertness, which must pre-
cede action. And who do you expect to take the corrective or preventative action? Perhaps you?

B. Prayer
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Heavenly Father, remind us constantly of your presence and available power! May we never
exchange your Son and his wisdom for counterfeits. Let us become experts in Christ to be able to stay
alert to those pretenders! We pray in the name of your Son, Jesus. Amen.

C. Thought to Remember

Access the mystery of Christ!

Visuals FOR THESE LESSONS

The visual pictured in each lesson (example: page 349) is a small reproduction of a large, full-color poster
included in the Adult Resources packet for the Summer Quarter. Order No. 9780784740637 from your supplier.

Involvement Learning

Enhance your lesson with N1V Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity
page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe
Edition).

Into the Lesson

Read or display the following quote from Fred Rogers: “When I was a boy and I would see scary
things in the news, my mother would say to me, ‘Look for the helpers. You will always find people
who are helping.”” Have the class brainstorm the answers to this question: “Where are the helpers in
our world today?”

Tell the class, “Mr. Rogers could move through a scary world when he heeded his mother’s advice
to look for helpers. Today’s text shows us grand thoughts about hope from the apostle Paul.”

Into the Word

Invite a volunteer to read today’s text. Distribute handouts (you create) of the sentences below
without the verse citations. Ask learners to mark them as True or False. Include space for additional
written responses between sentences.

1—Paul knows he’s supposed to suffer, and it has ruined his life. (1:24)

2—Paul is repeating here what most people had understood for many centuries. (1:26)

3—Believing in Christ makes little difference. (1:27)

4—Maturity comes in many ways; Jesus can help. (1:28)

5—What Christ did is easily and universally understood. (1:25—26)

6—Paul’s suffering is a very personal and private thing; he doesn’t expect much result for the
church. (2:1)

Share that each sentence is false. In pairs, challenge learners to write verse references that show

Jane Ann Kenney, Ronald L. Nickelson, and Taylor Z. Stamps, eds., The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2023—2024, vol. 30,
The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary (Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing, 2023).
Exported from Logos Bible Software, 1:41 PM June 1, 2024. 12



the falsehood of each statement and write out true sentences based on the verse(s) referenced. After
calling time, bring the class back together. Let pairs share their corrected sentences.

Alternative. Distribute copies of the “Paul’s Hope” exercise from the activity page, which you can
download. Allow learners to work individually for one minute before pairing up to complete the exer-
cise.

In the same pairs from either alternative, ask learners to use Bible concordances to look up infor-
mation about mystery in the New Testament. Have them answer how mystery is applied to Jesus,
what other concepts are referred to as mysteries, and how these concepts of mystery are similar to or
different from mystery as it might be used in pop culture. When pairs are finished, ask them to share
what they found most eye-opening or helpful from their research.

Into Life

Write the following sentence on the board: “Hope came from suffering.” Ask class members to
break into small groups to share experiences in their lives that illustrate the concept. Have them con-
sider whether the statement could be true without Christ’s work in that situation. What difference did
their faith in him make as they experienced pain?

After five minutes, discuss with the whole class: “How do we find hope in suffering without elevat-
ing suffering as good in itself?” As class members share ideas, write a few words on the board to
summarize a principle or strategy for spiritual comfort. Ask the whole group, “What is one way we
can pass along the type of spiritual comfort we received in our times of distress?” Group learners in
pairs. Challenge pairs to come up with a plan to share hope with others during the week. Close with
the pairs praying for each other.

Alternative. Distribute copies of the “My Hope” exercise from the activity page. Have learners
complete it individually in a minute or less before discussing conclusions with a partner. Option. Have
learners complete the page at home during the week.

Conclude with prayer that the class will experience joy as they grow in Christ this week.
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