June 4
Lesson 1 (NIV)

God Reigns

Devotional Reading: Colossians 3:8-17
Background Scripture: Isaiah 52:1-12

Isaiah 52:7-12

7 How beautiful on the mountains
are the feet of those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace,
who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation,
who say to Zion,
“Your God reigns!”
8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices;
together they shout for joy.
When the LORD returns to Zion,
they will see it with their own eyes.
9 Burst into songs of joy together,
you ruins of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10 The LoORD will lay bare his holy arm
in the sight of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth will see
the salvation of our God.
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11 Depart, depart, go out from there!
Touch no unclean thing!
Come out from it and be pure,
you who carry the articles of the LORD’s house.

12 But you will not leave in haste
or go in flight;
for the LorD will go before you,
the God of Israel will be your rear guard.
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Key Text

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good
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news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation,
who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!”

—Isaiah 52:7

The Righteous Reign of God

Unit 1: The Prophets Proclaim God’'s Power

Lessons 1—5

Lesson Aims

After participating in this lesson, each learner will be able to:
1. Identify the “good tidings.”

2. Explain the reason for those good tidings.

3. Describe ways to proclaim good tidings today.

Lesson Outline

Introduction
A. The Power of Announcements
B. Lesson Context
I. A Call to Rejoice (Isaiah 52:7-10)
A. Chorus of Singers (vv. 7—9)
On Giving and Receiving Good News
B. Reason for Singing (v. 10)
II. A Call fora New Exodus (Isaiah 52:11—12)
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A. Leaving Babylon (v. 11)
Are You Done?

B. Trusting God (v. 12)

Conclusion
A. Isaiah 52 Back Then
B. Isaiah 52 for Today
C. Prayer
D. Thought to Remember

How to Say It

anthropomorphism ann-thruh-puh-more-fizz-um.
Babylonian Bab-ih-low-nee-un.
Cyrus Sigh-russ.
Mediterranean Med-uh-tuh-ray-nee-un.
Nehemiah Nee-huh-my-uh.

Phoenician Fuh-nish-un.

Introduction
A. The Power of Announcements

One of the more impactful inventions of the late 1800s, though not
one we notice often, was the color poster. This was due to improvements
in photography, papermaking, and printing. As a result, businesspeople,
artists, preachers, and government leaders could suddenly advertise
ideas and experiences to the general public in artistically interesting
ways.
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Today, many of those early posters are collectors’ items, command-
ing six-figure prices at auction. But originally they simply made
announcements in inviting ways: “Your country needs you” ... “Buy our
medicine” ... “Come to the circus” ... The message drew viewers into the
world of the creators, passing along not just information but values, feel-
ings, and obligations.

The ancient audience of the book of Isaiah never saw a poster, of
course. But they did experience the power of announcements to moti-
vate, precisely because the announcement contained more than informa-
tion. The people were being invited to experience a new world, to feel
differently about themselves, and to reclaim the values they thought
they had lost. The good news being announced would radically change
their lives and the lives of their descendants.

B. Lesson Context

In the ancient world, heralds traveled from the capital to smaller
cities, reporting the decrees of the king or news of war and peace (exam-
ple: Habakkuk 2:2). Isaiah 40 begins a large section (of which chapter 52,
today’s lesson, is part) with the image of a herald announcing good
news. And in some sense the entirety of chapters 40—55 could be seen as
one single announcement by just such a person. For the ancient hearers
of the contents of this text, the auditory was more important than the
visual, particularly if they were unable to read. But the power of the
announcement was present either way. So we might think of these verses
as a sort of audio poster, an announcement depicting a new world in
which the audience could imagine themselves taking part.

Isaiah 52 falls into five sections: verses 1—2, 3—6, 7—10, 11—12, and
13—15. Each of the first four sections invites exiled Israelites to return
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home because Babylon is about to fall to the Persians under Cyrus the
Great (see Isaiah 44:28; 45:1, 13). The poems in these four sections per-
sonify Zion as a woman, and depict the period of exile as one of slumber
for the ancient city. A rebuilt Jerusalem would welcome home her
returning children. The holy and ethical acts to which the prophets had
always called the people could be embraced anew as Jerusalem was given
another chance to live up to her calling and potential.

l. A Call to Rejoice
(Isaiah 52:7-10)

A. Chorus of Singers (vv. 7—9)

7a. How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who
bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who
proclaim salvation,

Paul quoted this verse in Romans 10:15 as part of his discussion about
the relationship between preaching and faith. The good news affects the
one announcing it as well as the hearers. The feet of those who proclaim
the news become beautiful inasmuch as the message is beautiful. In the
book of Isaiah, however, the verse has a more specific reference: it
describes the one announcing the good news of the return from Babylo-
nian exile to the homeland of Israel and especially to Jerusalem.

The first part of the verse takes the reader back to chapter 40, the
beginning of the book’s celebration of the return from exile. The verse
before us extols the those who proclaim—here the same people invited
to announce God’s comfort to Jerusalem in Isaiah 40:1—3. They do so on
the mountains as in Isaiah 40:9, not only so they can be heard across the
valleys, but also because the Israelite homeland was mountainous in
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contrast to the flat plains of Babylonia.

Good tidings are the same as good news (the underlying Hebrew
words are identical). The message of good tidings has important con-
tent, namely peace and salvation (rescue). Israelites will experience the
end of their suffering at the hands of the Babylonians in a way somewhat
similar to the exodus from Egypt, which happened hundreds of years
earlier. The deliverance to come would (or should) lead to good, ethical
behavior. Properly practiced, that behavior will result, in turn, in social
harmony and fairness. But that would happen only if the people were to
commit themselves to the message. For similar thoughts, see Nahum

1:15.
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Visual for Lesson 1. Allow one minute for silent reflection on (and possible
rededication to) learners’ commitment to spreading the good news.

What Do You Think?
How do you celebrate within your congregation both the good news
and those who proclaim it?

Digging Deeper
What are some practical ways to bless and encourage spiritual leaders
who spread the good news?

On Giving and Receiving Good News

One summer a family friend found herself in the midst of a tragic
close call while boating: her family’s boat capsized in the path of a very
large wake. She was frantic as she popped up from the water, searching
for the members of her family. One was missing—her daughter. Her
husband swam underneath the capsized boat three times, but always
came up without her. As my friend yelled for help, one man dove in and
came up with the little girl. She was alive! I can only imagine the relief
they all must have felt.

There is much celebration when sharing a message of hope, joy, and
thanksgiving. That is true not only for the one receiving the message but
also for the one bringing it. The man who saved my friend’s little girl
was overcome with such emotions.

Our lives could be so much more joyful were we to pray for opportu-
nities to share the gospel—the gospel that rescues people from eternal
death. Do you pray for such opportunities?

—P. M.
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7b. who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!”

The last line of this verse summarizes the announcement as the
coming of God’s reign. As Psalms 93, 97, and 99 indicate, variations of
the phrase Your God reigns are found in the worship in the temple. In that
worship expression, God’s rule over the cosmos was celebrated and
affirmed. People who believe that God reigns live in hope of the time
when all the evils of the world will disappear and goodness will triumph.

Zion is another designation for the city of Jerusalem. This fact is seen
in many passages where Hebrew poetry repeats thoughts by using
related or synonymous words, a feature known as parallelism (exam-
ples: Isaiah 31:9; 64:10).

What Do You Think?
What practical results do you see when you fully trust that God reigns?
Digging Deeper
How do you cling to this same truth when it doesn't appear—in the
moment—that God is reigning?

8a. Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they
shout for joy.

The prophet imagines the city of Jerusalem after it is rebuilt and its
staff of night watchmen put to work. The guards will not need to warn of
approaching armies or other dangers, however. Instead, they will shout
loudly about the salvation of the people and their ongoing return to the
city.

Certain biblical texts refer to the prophets as watchmen (Jeremiah
6:17; Ezekiel 3:17; 33:7). Since the previous verse in our text speaks of the
beautiful feet of the messengers, the verse at hand may have prophets-as-
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watchmen in mind. In that case, a prospective change in the prophets’
message would be in view. Instead of earlier prophets’ messages of
warning—criticisms that fell mostly on deaf ears—the prophets would
lead with news of celebrations in the new era of redemption. We note in
passing that false prophets can be seen as false watchmen (Isaiah 56:10).

8b. When the LORD returns to Zion, they will see it with their
own eyes.

The expression with their own eyes is literally “eye to eye” in the origi-
nal Hebrew. But the expression does not have the same meaning in
Hebrew that it normally does in English. For clarity, we can turn to
Numbers 14:14, where the same Hebrew expression is translated “face to
face,” indicating clear and unhindered communication—visual as well as
auditory. Everyone involved will see the miraculous deeds of God! The
people of God will witness his work with all their senses.

Whereas God had formerly abandoned Zion (see Ezekiel 10), things
were to change when God returned and resumed full communion with
the people.

9a. Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem,

When the works of the Lord are recognized as such, there should be
an appropriate response. Regarding the ruins of Jerusalem, Isaiah 35:1—2
is similar. The singing was to be done not just by the people, but by deso-
lated Jerusalem itself. The prophet Isaiah mentions these waste places
also in Isaiah 51:3 and 61:4, along with the parallel terms “deserts,”
“wastelands,” “devastated” (twice), and “ruined cities.” The rebuilding
and repopulation of Jerusalem would turn the city into a place of celebra-
tion as the memory of God’s saving work would come to the people’s
minds. Their songs—reversals of laments like Psalm 137—would echo
off the stone walls that the people were to rebuild.
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About 140 years would elapse between the destruction of Jerusalem
in 586 BC and the rebuilding of the city’s walls in about 445 BC. When
that event came to pass, the people did indeed celebrate with singing in a
grandiose ceremony (Nehemiah 12:27—43).

What Do You Think?
In addition to singing, what are some ways you express joy in your
salvation?

Digging Deeper
What “ruins” in your life (or others’ lives) can benefit from a renewed
proclamation of joy?

gb. for the LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed
Jerusalem.

The comfort promised in Isaiah 40:1 is the rebuilding of the city. It
was set in motion when Sheshbazzar led the first wave of returnees from
Babylon back to Jerusalem in 538 BC, according to a decree by Cyrus,
king of Persia (Isaiah 45:13; Ezra 1:1—11). They began a start-and-stop
process of rebuilding that lasted through the time of Nehemiah, almost
a century later.

B. Reason for Singing (v. 10)

10. The LorD will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all the
nations, and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our
God.

The image of God’s making bare his holy arm 1is an
anthropomorphism—a description of something not human (in this
case, someone not human) in terms of human characteristics. Since God
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is Spirit (John 4:24), he doesn’t have a literal, physical arm. But the fig-
ure of speech is marvelously useful in communicating information
about God’s authority (the right to do something) and power (the ability
to do something). His arm, along with mention of his “hand,” occurs in
several Old Testament texts that describe God’s warfare against evil
(examples: Exodus 15:16; Deuteronomy 4:34; Ezekiel 20:33—34). It also
can indicate God’s actions in pastoral care and protection (Isaiah 40:11;
compare John 10:29).

Given the modifier of the word holy and the wider context, the war-
fare aspect is in view, here considered necessary to pastoral care. The
verse at hand does not explicitly name God’s foe to be defeated, though
surely the Babylonian Empire is meant (see Isaiah 48:20). That empire
met its end in 539 BC at the hands of Cyrus, the Lord’s chosen vessel (see
Lesson Context). Working his will through human vessels seems to be
God’s preferred method. But if he can find no such vessel that is suitable,
he will do it himself (59:16; Ezekiel 22:30—31).

The phrases in the sight of all the nations and all the ends of the earth
will see might cause us to wonder how widespread the knowledge of
Israel’s experience of deliverance could have been in the sixth century
BC. Jewish enclaves existed in various parts of the Babylonian Empire
and in Egypt, and they could have spread news. Since Phoenician
colonies existed around the Mediterranean, stories had a way of making
the rounds via their trading routes (compare 1 Kings 10:6—7).

Even so, the fulfillment of this promise was generations into the
future. As in the previous verse, the prophet was less concerned with a
time line than he was regarding the final outcome and the people’s
response to it. Further, the imagery may also be intended as a type (de-
piction) of the deliverance we have in Christ, since we are to take the
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gospel of deliverance from sin to “all nations” (Matthew 28:19—20).

What Do You Think?
What circumstances prevent you from expressing concern for the sal-
vation of the whole world?

Digging Deeper
What help do you need from God to overcome these circumstances
and proclaim his salvation?

Il. A Call for a New Exodus
(Isaiah 52:11—12)

A. Leaving Babylon (v. 11)

11a. Depart, depart, go out from there!

The apostle Paul quotes this verse in 2 Corinthians 6:17, along with
other Old Testament texts that call the people of God to cling to him
only. The command to depart, depart, go out from Babylon reminds the
reader of the exodus from Egypt. That event, separated by some 900
years from the forthcoming departure, featured movement away from a
place of suffering, thanks to God’s merciful plans for his people.

11b. Touch no unclean thing! Come out from it and be pure, you
who carry the articles of the LORD’s house.

The book of Leviticus, particularly chapters 11 and 13—15, specifies
numerous unclean things that the Israelites were to avoid. Contact with
such things rendered a person temporarily unable to participate in tem-
ple worship (2 Chronicles 23:19). Since the people would carry the tem-
ple articles back to Jerusalem (Ezra 5:13—14; 7:19; 8:25—30), they needed
to avoid anything other than absolute respect for those objects and the
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uses to which they would be put. The kings of Babylon had used these
items for unholy purposes (1:7; Daniel 1:2; 5:1—4, 23), and that practice
dare not be repeated. Paul’'s own reference to uncleanness points mainly
to anything connected to idolatry, as does the wider context of today’s
passage in Isaiah (see commentary on Isaiah 52:11a, above).

The temple objects were to connect the Jews’ future worship to what
had gone before. The connection between verse 1 and verse 11 forms a
complete idea: the people, the objects, and the entire city will become fit
for the proper worship of God in a rebuilt temple.

What Do You Think?
What practices help you pursue purity from sin?

Digging Deeper
How will you strike a balance between remaining spiritually pure and
actively witnessing to a sinful world (James 1:27)?

Are You Done?

When my children were young, to say they didn’t mind getting dirty
would be an understatement! They seemed to find all the mud puddles
every time they played outside. When they came home covered in dirt, I
would ask them one question: “Are you done?” The reason was simple: I
didn’t want to go through all the work of cleaning them up more than
once.

When the Israelites received the good news of their pending return
to their homeland, two departures were actually in view. One was physi-
cal, and the other was spiritual: their physical departure from Babylon
was to be accompanied by the more important departure from sin (com-
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pare Isaiah 59:20).

God has paid a high price to cleanse us spiritually so that we might
return to him for all eternity. That price was the life of his Son. It’s a
price he won’t pay twice, and it’s a price that we dare not disdain (see
Hebrews 6:4—6). We value that price properly when we decide that we
are done with sin (see Romans 6:6—7; 1 Peter 4:1—3).

Can you say firmly and decisively today that you are done with sin?

—P. M.

B. Trusting God (v. 12)

12. But you will not leave in haste or go in flight; for the LorD will
go before you, the God of Israel will be your rear guard.

The second exodus here promised contains both a departure from
the past first exodus and a continuity with it. Before, the Israelites ate
their food in haste because they needed to leave Egypt quickly (see Exo-
dus 12:11). However, whereas the first exodus happened under the con-
tinued threat of a cruel ruler, the second exodus was to need no such vigi-
lance, because the Babylonian Empire had collapsed. No hasty flight
would be necessary. Careful planning could occur, and the departure
would take place when all was ready.

Both cases, however, witness to God’s protection. The phrase the Lord
will go before you is reflected in Exodus 13:21; the idea of a supernatural
rear guard is seen in Exodus 14:19. Although the second exodus predicted
by Isaiah would not be endangered by a pursuing army as the first one
was, the returnees would still need divine protection (Ezra 8:21—23).

God’s ultimate future for those devoted to him was to come about
because of the work of the suffering servant, described in the three
verses immediately after the verse before us (Isaiah 52:13—15). Relief for
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God’s suffering people of the sixth century BC foreshadowed the ulti-
mate and eternal relief from suffering by that servant—Jesus Christ.

Conclusion

A. Isaiah 52 Back Then

The prophetic poetry of Isaiah 40—55 has come a long way by the
time we get to Isaiah 52. The section began with a distraught, heartbro-
ken people living in a foreign land, subject to the whims of foreign
rulers. They had given up hope in God’s care for them since their ances-
tors’ sins had brought an ongoing catastrophe upon them. But at the
point of today’s Scripture, they stood on the verge of a new and bright
future. For the ancient audience of Isaiah 52, the call to return home
involved a literal, physical movement from Babylonia to the land of
Israel, more than 1,000 miles away. Yet the more important movement
was not that of a four-month journey across the land, but that of an inte-
rior journey of faith, in mind and spirit.

The greatest enemy of faith is often traced to a loss of hope. This
week’s text called on the people of Israel to reclaim their hope so that
they could act in faith toward the God who sought their trust, their obe-
dience, and their love. The temptation to despair undoubtedly remained
strong, and that is not something one can simply will away. But by
refreshing memories of God’s saving actions of the past, Isaiah’s
prophetic vision of the future could be believed and acted on. A renewed
realization of God’s presence is always in order!

But several things had to happen for that realization to take root.
These included (1) affirming the value of the messengers; (2) trusting
those messengers to do their jobs in speaking truth; (3) accepting the
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opportunity to transform ruins, both physical and spiritual, into places
of rejoicing; and (4) reintroducing of worship as God desires. All these
foundational elements became reality as God set forth his plan of rescue.
As such, the text takes a full-orbed view of the return (the new exodus),
considering the actions and attitudes of all parties involved. Such a wide
lens repeats the picture that appears in Isaiah 40, the opening of the
“comfort section” of the book.

B. Isaiah 52 for Today

There can be no greater calling than that of bearing God’s words of
hope to people who are seemingly without hope. That is true whether
we are talking about the sixth century BC or the twenty-first century
AD. And just as the announcement of rescue to the ancient Israelites was
to result in rejoicing, so also for us. The good news of God’s saving work
should always create a climate of gratitude, joy, desire to share the news,
and generous acceptance of all who receive it.

Because God was in the picture, all was not lost for the Jews in Baby-
lonian exile. The same is true today for those exiled spiritually in sin,
enemies of God. Today’s gospel messengers—all Christians—are to join
God’s work in spreading that message of eternal rescue (Matthew
28:19—20). The courage and faith required of the ancient Israelite is our
must-have as well. Let us celebrate the good ways in which God can use
us as his vessels to transform the lives of those around us.

C. Prayer

O God, who calls us to faith, empower us to leave the comfortable
and familiar for places you would have the message of your Son spread.
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We pray in the name of that Son. Amen.

D. Thought to Remember

Don’t just celebrate the good news of the gospel—be its messenger!

Visuals FOR THESE LESSONS

The visual pictured in each lesson (example: page 347) is a small reproduction of
a large, full-color poster included in the Adult Resources packet for the Summer

Quarter. Order No. 4629123 from your supplier.

Involvement Learning

Enhance your lesson with NIV Bible Student ( from your curriculum
supplier) and the reproducible activity page (at www.standardlesson.com or
in the back of the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson

Give each learner an index card. Ask all to write down one piece of
recent and true good news from his or her personal life without writing
their name on the card. When everyone is finished, gather, shuffle, and
redistribute the cards. Have learners take turns reading a random card
aloud and making one guess of whose good news is on the card. If the
guess is correct, the card is given back to its owner. If the guess is incor-
rect, allow a second guess before asking the person who wrote the card
to reveal him- or herself.

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022—-2023 (Vol. 29).

Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
Exported from Logos Bible Software, 10:17 AM June 3, 2023.

18



After this activity, say, “Today’s Scripture talks about bearing good
news. As we read together, consider what is the very best news we can
proclaim to others and how we can spread that news this week.”

Into the Word

Divide participants into four groups: A Greater Reality, Peace, Tid-
ings of Future Events, and Salvation. Ask a volunteer to read Isaiah
52:7-8. Instruct each group to discuss how their group name fits into
verses 7 and 8 and to then find two other verses (outside of Isaiah 52)
that focus on their topic. Indicate that groups can refer to Isaiah 52 for
context for what God says will happen. Provide paper. Have groups
write down their verses, then sum up the verses in one short exclama-
tory sentence.

After gathering the whole group together, ask a volunteer from each
group to read their verses and statement in an excited voice, like this is
the best news they have ever declared. Option. Have each group choose
one of the passages associated with their topic and create an attractive
poster display with it. Provide poster board, markers, and creative
embellishments (glitter, crepe paper, etc.).

Alternative. Distribute copies of the “Exciting Announcement” exer-
cise from the activity page, which you can download. Have pairs com-
plete the exercise as indicated.

Ask a volunteer to read Isaiah 52:9—10. Challenge the original four
groups to each think about a praise chorus that they could sing in
response to these verses. If a group feels inclined, they can even write
their own new chorus. Have each group lead/teach the class their chosen
chorus to sing together. (Option. Provide hymnals or praise songbooks
as reference tools.)
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Ask a volunteer to read Isaiah 52:11—12. Write on the board What to
Take and What to Leave as two headers. Ask the whole class what the
verses say the people should leave or avoid from the land of their exile
(expected answer: unclean things) and what they should take with them
to return home (expected answer: articles or the Lord’s house). Write
these things in their respective columns. Ask for examples of specific
things these general terms might be referring to for the Israelites. Then
challenge the class to name, in each category, items that would be rele-
vant today.

Into Life

As a whole class, discuss how the word gospel means “good news” and
how, as believers, we are called to live out and proclaim this good news
to others. Ask how our spiritual experience relates to the experience the
Israelites had in Isaiah 52.

Divide the class into pairs to discuss what it would look like for us to
share the good news with our community this week. Ask pairs to come
up with two or three ideas to share with the whole group. Close with
partners praying together about sharing the good news throughout the
week.

Alternative. Distribute the “Good News for Me” exercise from the
activity page. Have learners complete it individually (in a minute or less)
before discussing the sheet in small groups. End with the small groups
praying together. Encourage participants to take the handout home to
remind them to share the gospel this week.
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