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June 4
Lesson 1 (NIV)

God Reigns
Devotional Reading: Colossians 3:8–17
Background Scripture: Isaiah 52:1–12

Isaiah 52:7–12

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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The Righteous Reign of God

Unit 1: The Prophets Proclaim God’s Power

Lesson Aims

Lesson Outline
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How to Say It

anthropomorphism ann-thruh-puh-more-fizz-um.

Babylonian Bab-ih-low-nee-un.

Cyrus Sigh-russ.

Mediterranean Med-uh-tuh-ray-nee-un.

Nehemiah Nee-huh-my-uh.

Phoenician Fuh-nish-un.

Introduction
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I. A Call to Rejoice
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Visual for Lesson 1. Allow one minute for silent reflection on (and possible 
rededication to) learners’ commitment to spreading the good news.

What Do You Think?
How do you celebrate within your congregation both the good news 
and those who proclaim it?

Digging Deeper
What are some practical ways to bless and encourage spiritual leaders 
who spread the good news?

On Giving and Receiving Good News
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What Do You Think?
What practical results do you see when you fully trust that God reigns?

Digging Deeper
How do you cling to this same truth when it doesn’t appear—in the 
moment—that God is reigning?
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What Do You Think?
In addition to singing, what are some ways you express joy in your 
salvation?

Digging Deeper
What “ruins” in your life (or others’ lives) can benefit from a renewed 
proclamation of joy?
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What Do You Think?
What circumstances prevent you from expressing concern for the sal-
vation of the whole world?

Digging Deeper
What help do you need from God to overcome these circumstances 
and proclaim his salvation?

II. A Call for a New Exodus
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What Do You Think?
What practices help you pursue purity from sin?

Digging Deeper
How will you strike a balance between remaining spiritually pure and 
actively witnessing to a sinful world (James 1:27)?

Are You Done?
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Conclusion
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Visuals FOR THESE LESSONS

The visual pictured in each lesson (example: page 347) is a small reproduction of 
a large, full-color poster included in the Adult Resources packet for the Summer 
Quarter. Order No. 4629123 from your supplier.

Involvement Learning

Into the Lesson
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Into the Word
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Into Life
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