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July 23
Lesson 8 (NIV)

Weeds Among the Wheat
Devotional Reading: 2 Corinthians 13:1–10
Background Scripture: Matthew 13:24–43

Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Key Text

The Righteous Reign of God

Unit 2: Jesus Envisions the Kingdom

Lessons 6–9

Lesson Aims

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Lesson Outline

How to Say It

Capernaum Kuh-per-nay-um.

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Lolium temulentum Low-lie-um tem-you-len-tum.

Thessalonians Thess-uh-lo-nee-unz (th as in thin).

Introduction

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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I. Weeds with the Wheat

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Visual for Lesson 8. Point to this visual as you discuss the Lesson Context and the 
other parables from Matthew 13.

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
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What Do You Think?
How does this parable change your thinking and presuppositions 
regarding the nature of God’s kingdom?

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Digging Deeper
How does this parable illustrate that God’s kingdom has already
arrived, but that it has not yet fully come?

II. Wicked with the Righteous

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
How will you support evangelists and missionaries in sowing the 
gospel message throughout the “field” of the world?

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Digging Deeper
What specialized training do you need in order to support this work or 
take part in the work yourself?

You’re Different

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
How would you respond to someone who said that this parable 
describes a capricious and spiteful God?

Digging Deeper
How can you dig deeper into the nature of God, nature of man, and 
the nature of sin—with Scriptures like Isaiah 55:6–7?

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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The Forgetful Gardener

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
How can believers prioritize the health of their “spiritual ears”?

Digging Deeper
How can believers transition from hearing Scripture to obeying Scrip-
ture (see James 1:19–27)?

Conclusion

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
How would you retell this parable for a modern audience? What would 
you need to adjust for your specific audience?

Digging Deeper
What advantages are there in communicating eternal spiritual truths 
through stories and analogies?

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Involvement Learning

Into the Lesson

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Into the Word

Into Life

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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