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July 16
Lesson 7 (NIV)

The Sower and the Seed
Devotional Reading: Psalm 95

Background Scripture: Matthew 13:1–23; Mark 4; Luke 8:5–15

Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Key Text

The Righteous Reign of God

Unit 2: Jesus Envisions the Kingdom

Lessons 6–9

Lesson Aims

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Lesson Outline

How to Say It

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Capernaum Kuh-per-nay-um.

Galilee Gal-uh-lee.

Lazarus Laz-uh-rus.

Pharisees Fair-ih-seez.

Introduction

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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I. Teaching by the Shore

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Visual for Lesson 7. Point to this visual as you ask learners for examples of the types 
of spiritual crops that result from good spiritual soil.

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
In what ways can telling a story —fictitious or not—communicate the 
gospel message more clearly?

Digging Deeper
How can the true story of your own salvation inspire others to follow 
Jesus?

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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II. Sowing of Seed

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
What are the kinds of spiritual “soil” that you experience in your 
community?

Digging Deeper
How will you adjust your proclamation of the gospel to account for the 
challenges of that “soil”?

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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III. Explaining the Meaning

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
How will you offer discipleship to enthusiastic new believers to help 
their spiritual “roots” grow deeply?

Digging Deeper
What encouragement will you offer new believers who may face dis-
couragement regarding their spiritual growth?

Real-Life Weeds

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
How can believers focus on the process of bearing spiritual fruit and 
not get caught up in the amount of spiritual fruit produced?

Digging Deeper
How do you remove the spiritual “birds,” “stones,” and “thorns” that 
prevent you from bearing spiritual fruit?

A Fertile Heart

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Conclusion

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
How will you apply the parable’s example of faithful and generous 
gospel-sowing in the upcoming week?

Digging Deeper
What new steps will you take to further sow seeds of the gospel 
among your unbelieving neighbors and friends?

Involvement Learning

Into the Lesson

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Into the Word

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Into Life

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
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