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August 22
Lesson 12 (NIV)

John 14:15–24

1 John 4–5

Nickelson, R. L., Kenney, J. A., & Williams, M. K. (Eds.). (2020). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2020–2021 (Vol. 27). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Unit 3: Faith Gives Us Hope

Introduction

I. The Condition (1 John 4:2–3)

II. The Encouragement (1 John 4:13–17)

III. The Faith (1 John 5:4–5)

Conclusion

Augustus
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Ephesus

epistles

gnosticism

gnostics

heresy

heretic

Thessalonians

Introduction
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I. The Condition
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What Do You Think?
How would you answer someone who claims that 1 John 4:2 contradicts Matthew 7:1, which 

says we are not to judge?
Digging Deeper

What passages in addition to 1 Corinthians 5:9–13 and 2 John 10–11 help frame your answer?
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II. The Encouragement

Nickelson, R. L., Kenney, J. A., & Williams, M. K. (Eds.). (2020). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2020–2021 (Vol. 27). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.



8Exported from Logos Bible Software, 11:36 AM June 1, 2021.

Nickelson, R. L., Kenney, J. A., & Williams, M. K. (Eds.). (2020). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2020–2021 (Vol. 27). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.



9Exported from Logos Bible Software, 11:36 AM June 1, 2021.

Visual for Lesson 12. Start a discussion by pointing to this visual and turning its statement into an 
application question of “How?”
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What Do You Think?
In your prayer life, how should you balance the fact of God’s love with the fact that he is holy?

Digging Deeper
How do passages such as Hebrews 7:26; 1 Peter 1:15; and Revelation 3:7; 4:8 help frame your 

response?

III. The Faith
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What Do You Think?
What are some ways to encourage a person of dead faith to embrace Christ anew?

Digging Deeper
How do you do so without resorting to a legalistic list of dos and don’ts?

What Do You Think?
What is a small way to engage with the world this week instead of retreating from it?
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Digging Deeper
Would you describe this as being “in the world” but not “of the world” (John 17:11–18)? Why, or 

why not?

Conclusion

Nickelson, R. L., Kenney, J. A., & Williams, M. K. (Eds.). (2020). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2020–2021 (Vol. 27). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.



13Exported from Logos Bible Software, 11:36 AM June 1, 2021.

What Do You Think?
Which part of today’s lesson do you struggle with most? Why?

Digging Deeper
What action will you take this week to remedy this problem?

Into the Lesson
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Into the Word

Into Life
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