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July 18
Lesson 7 (NIV)

Genesis 15:1–6

Romans 4

Nickelson, R. L., Kenney, J. A., & Williams, M. K. (Eds.). (2020). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2020–2021 (Vol. 27). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Unit 2: Faith and Salvation

Introduction

I. Ancestor of Israel (Romans 4:1–3)

II. Receiving Righteousness (Romans 4:4–8)

III. Father of the Faithful (Romans 4:9–12)

Nickelson, R. L., Kenney, J. A., & Williams, M. K. (Eds.). (2020). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2020–2021 (Vol. 27). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Conclusion

Abrahamic

Cornelius

Hagar

Ishmael

Johannes

Moriah

patriarchs

Introduction

Nickelson, R. L., Kenney, J. A., & Williams, M. K. (Eds.). (2020). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2020–2021 (Vol. 27). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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I. Ancestor of Israel

Nickelson, R. L., Kenney, J. A., & Williams, M. K. (Eds.). (2020). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2020–2021 (Vol. 27). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
What personal guardrails can you erect to ensure that you keep pride in its proper place and 

properly expressed?
Digging Deeper

Nickelson, R. L., Kenney, J. A., & Williams, M. K. (Eds.). (2020). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2020–2021 (Vol. 27). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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How would you rank-order these passages in terms of relevance to that question: Proverbs 
16:18; 2 Corinthians 10:7–18; Ephesians 2:8–9; James 4:16; 1 John 2:16? Why?

Nickelson, R. L., Kenney, J. A., & Williams, M. K. (Eds.). (2020). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2020–2021 (Vol. 27). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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II. Receiving Righteousness

Nickelson, R. L., Kenney, J. A., & Williams, M. K. (Eds.). (2020). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2020–2021 (Vol. 27). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
How would you explain to someone the distinction between being credited (or counted) as 

righteous vs. actually being made righteous?
Digging Deeper

In what circumstances might you explain the difference by using the words imputed

III. Father of the Faithful

Nickelson, R. L., Kenney, J. A., & Williams, M. K. (Eds.). (2020). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2020–2021 (Vol. 27). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Visual for Lesson 7. Have this visual displayed prominently as you ask learners why the statement on it is 
true.

Nickelson, R. L., Kenney, J. A., & Williams, M. K. (Eds.). (2020). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2020–2021 (Vol. 27). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
When Paul’s statement about Abraham’s spiritual fatherhood-of-all has its desired impact, what 

changes should others see in your life?
Digging Deeper

What can you do to accelerate the rate of those changes?

Nickelson, R. L., Kenney, J. A., & Williams, M. K. (Eds.). (2020). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2020–2021 (Vol. 27). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
What’s the single most important thing you can do this week to walk in Abraham’s footsteps?

Digging Deeper
What sense of urgency will you have in doing so, given that Abraham is mentioned more than 

70 times in the New Testament?

Nickelson, R. L., Kenney, J. A., & Williams, M. K. (Eds.). (2020). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2020–2021 (Vol. 27). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Conclusion

What Do You Think?
Which concept in today’s lesson do you see as most important for undergirding how you should 

change a thought, speech, or action? Why?
Digging Deeper

What specific, time-bound steps can you take to bring about that change?

Into the Lesson

Nickelson, R. L., Kenney, J. A., & Williams, M. K. (Eds.). (2020). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2020–2021 (Vol. 27). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Into the Word

Into Life

Nickelson, R. L., Kenney, J. A., & Williams, M. K. (Eds.). (2020). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2020–2021 (Vol. 27). 
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