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March 17
Lesson 3 (NIV)

Defending Our Faith

Devotional Reading: 2 Timothy 4:1–8
Background Scripture: 1 Peter 3:8–17

1 Peter 3:8–17
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Key Text

Examining Our Faith
Unit I: Faithful vs. Faithless

Lessons 1–5

Lesson Aims
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Lesson Outline

How to Say It

anthropomorphism an-thruh-pu-more-fih-zm.

Polycarp Paw-lih-karp.

Silas Sigh-luss.

Smyrna Smur-nuh.

Introduction
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I. Right Behavior
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What Do You Think?
Why might Christians not experience God’s gift of unity?

Digging Deeper
What scriptural evidence gives you confidence in unity as a gift, even if believers seem divided?

What Do You Think?
In which situations is it most difficult not to respond to verbal assaults?

Digging Deeper
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In those situations, how can you lean on the Holy Spirit to guide your responses?

Which Route?
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II. Confident Believers

What Do You Think?
What blessing have you experienced during or following suffering for righteousness’ sake?

Digging Deeper
How can you communicate the hope of blessing while not ignoring the pain another is currently experi-
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encing?
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What Do You Think?
How do you remain ready to testify about the hope you have?

Digging Deeper
How would someone hearing you speak about your hope describe your attitude?

Faith to the End
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Conclusion

Visual for Lesson 3. Allow learners to ponder this question before moving to those associated with verse 15c.
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What Do You Think?
What is your main takeaway from this lesson?

Digging Deeper
What will do you this week in response to that takeaway?

Involvement Learning

Into the Lesson
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Into the Word

Into Life


