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March 5
Lesson 1 (NIV)

The Prodigal Son
Devotional Reading: Psalm 28

Background Scripture: Luke 15:11–32

Luke 15:11–24

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Key Text

Jesus Calls Us

Unit 1: Called from the Margins of Society

Lessons 1–4

Lesson Aims

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.



3Exported from Logos Bible Software, 2:00 PM March 2, 2023.

Lesson Outline

How to Say It

Gentile Jen-tile.

parable pair-uh-buhl.

prodigal prod-i-guhl.

Septuagint Sep-too-ih-jent.

Introduction

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
What guardrails can you adopt to avoid misapplying parables to 
today’s situations?

Digging Deeper
How do Matthew 13:10–17; 15:15–16; and 16:5–12 help inform your 
response to Jesus’ parables?

I. The Dishonorable Son

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
How should believers respond when they are insulted or dishonored?

Digging Deeper
What factors inform whether a believer should respond with grace 
(see Matthew 5:39) or with a rebuke (see Titus 1:10–13)?

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Visual for Lesson 1. Discuss reasons why a person might stay “mired in the muck” 
without even realizing the need to repent.

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
How do feelings of shame or sorrow lead a person to repentance?

Digging Deeper
How do 1 Corinthians 6:1–11; 2 Corinthians 7:8–11; and 2 Thessaloni-
ans 3:14–15 inform your answer?

II. The Compassionate Father

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
In what ways is biblical repentance more than saying “I’m sorry”?

Digging Deeper
How will you ensure that future repentance will be followed by appro-
priate action (see Matthew 3:8; Acts 26:20)?

All-Encompassing Forgiveness

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
In what ways can the life of a believer give evidence that new life from 
God lives within them?

Digging Deeper
How can believers celebrate regarding the spiritual transformation 
that they have experienced?

Plotlines

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Conclusion

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Visuals FOR THESE LESSONS

The visual pictured in each lesson (example: page 236) is a small reproduction of 
a large, full-color poster included in the Adult Resources packet for the Spring 
Quarter. Order No. 3629122 from your supplier.

Involvement Learning

Into the Lesson

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Into the Word

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Into Life

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.


