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April 30
Lesson 9 (NIV)

Jesus Makes a Promise
Devotional Reading: Psalm 24

Background Scripture: Acts 1:1–11

Acts 1:1–11

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Key Text

Jesus Calls Us

Unit 3: The Birth of the Church

Lessons 9–13

Lesson Aims

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
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Lesson Outline

How to Say It

Bethany Beth-uh-nee.

Galilee Gal-uh-lee.

Judas Iscariot Joo-dus Iss-care-ee-ut.

Pentecost Pent-ih-kost.
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politarchas (Greek) pawl-ih-tar-case.

Samaria Suh-mare-ee-uh.

Theophilus Thee-ahf-ih-luss (th as in thin).

Thessalonica Thess-uh-lo-nye-kuh (th as in thin).

Introduction

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.



5Exported from Logos Bible Software, 2:12 PM March 2, 2023.

I. Promise Number 1
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What Do You Think?
How important is the evidence of history (“proofs”) to your being a 
Christian?

Digging Deeper
How do passages such as John 14:11 and 20:30–31 establish that evi-
dence is more important than personal testimony and personal experi-
ence in this regard?
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What Do You Think?
How do you discern God’s will regarding whether to wait or act?

Digging Deeper
How will you be “transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 
12:2) so that you can be attentive to God’s will?

II. Promise Number 2
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What Do You Think?
How would you respond to someone who seems fascinated with specu-
lating about Christ’s return?

Digging Deeper
How do texts such as Matthew 24:27–31; 1 Thessalonians 4:13–16; and 
2 Peter 3:3–15 inform your response?
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What Do You Think?
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How will you order your life so that you might be a witness to your 
own “Jerusalems,” “Judeas,” and “Samarias”?

Digging Deeper
What evidence do you see that God has brought people from all 
nations to your neighborhood?

Be One or Support One?
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Visual for Lessons 9 & 10. Show this map as you review the spread of the gospel as 
commanded in Acts 1:8.

III. Promise Number 3
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What Do You Think?
How can believers be ready for Christ’s return without disregarding 
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what he has called his followers to do?
Digging Deeper

How do Matthew 24:36–51 and 1 Thessalonians 4:15–5:23 apply?

Why Not Right Now?

Conclusion
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Involvement Learning

Into the Lesson
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Into the Word

Into Life
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