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May 28
Lesson 13 (NIV)

Saul of Tarsus
Devotional Reading: Philippians 3:1–14

Background Scripture: Acts 9:1–31

Acts 9:9–17

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Key Text

Jesus Calls Us

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.



3Exported from Logos Bible Software, 2:14 PM March 2, 2023.

Unit III: The Birth of the Church

Lessons 9–13

Lesson Aims

Lesson Outline

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.



4Exported from Logos Bible Software, 2:14 PM March 2, 2023.

How to Say It

Ananias An-uh-nye-us.

Cilicia Sih-lish-i-uh.

Damascus Duh-mass-kus.

Decapolis Dee-cap-uh-lis.

Gamaliel Guh-may-lih-ul or Guh-may-lee-al.

Josephus Jo-see-fus.

Judea Joo-dee-uh.

Levi Lee-vye.

Pharisees Fair-ih-seez.

Pentecost Pent-ih-kost.

rabbinic ruh-bin-ihk.

Sanhedrin San-huh-drun or San-heed-run.

Tarsus Tar-sus.

Zechariah Zek-uh-rye-uh.

Introduction
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I. Saul’s Waiting

What Do You Think?
Do you practice fasting as a spiritual discipline? Why or why not?

Digging Deeper
What value do you experience or can you imagine from incorporating 
fasts into your spiritual walk?
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What Do You Think?
How do you express your availability for God’s unexpected ministry 
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opportunities?
Digging Deeper

What responsibilities, fears, etc., prevent you from being fully available?

Responsive? Hiding? Fleeing?
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What Do You Think?
When have you been part of God’s answer to someone else’s prayers?

Digging Deeper
What texts suggest that God frequently desires to work through his 
people and not more supernatural interventions?

II. Ananias’s Objection
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What Do You Think?
When have you acted timidly because of your knowledge of the risk 
involved in acting boldly?

Digging Deeper
What fears still hold you back from bold obedience to God?
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Visual for Lesson 13. Ask volunteers to share their experience of receiving the Spirit 
and spiritual sight. In what ways is the experience ongoing?

Heads Up!
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III. The Lord’s Healing
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Conclusion
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What Do You Think?
What experiences illustrate the Holy Spirit’s bringing you from spiritual 
blindness to sight?

Digging Deeper
What practices help you be aware of times when the Holy Spirit is at 
work further clarifying your vision?

Involvement Learning

Into the Lesson
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Into the Word
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Into Life
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