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March 12
Lesson 2 (NIV)

The Greatest in the Kingdom
Devotional Reading: Matthew 19:13–22

Background Scripture: Matthew 18:1–9; Mark 10:15

Matthew 18:1–9

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Key Text

Jesus Calls Us

Unit 1: Called from the Margins of Society

Lessons 1–4

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Lesson Aims

Lesson Outline

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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How to Say It

hyperbole hahy-pur-buh-lee.

Messiah Meh-sigh-uh.

Pharisees Fair-ih-seez.

Introduction

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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I. Measure of Greatness

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
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What Do You Think?
When is it appropriate for Christians to concern ourselves with great-
ness?

Digging Deeper
In what situations can a focus on greatness become a distraction or 
even an idol?

GOAT

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
What positions of status or influence do you hold? If following Jesus 
required you to renounce them, how would you do it?

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Digging Deeper
What would leadership look like based on being childlike?

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Learning from Children

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
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II. Warning of Sin

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
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What Do You Think?
When you stumble, what steps can you take to mitigate the offense 
that you caused to others?

Digging Deeper
What Scripture passages give insight into the stakes of not taking care 
when you might cause offense?

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
What radical life changes might help you live a more Christ-centered 
life?

Digging Deeper
What barriers prevent you from making either radical or minute 
changes for the sake of Christ?

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
How do you discern not just what is sinful for you to see but what is 
not beneficial to you (1 Corinthians 10:23)?

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Digging Deeper
What role does your responsibility toward other believers play in decid-
ing where you will rest your gaze?

Conclusion

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Visual for Lesson 2. Pose this question for silent reflection after discussing the 
questions associated with verse 3 and before moving to verse 4.

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Involvement Learning

Into the Lesson

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
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Into the Word
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Into Life
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