May 3
Lesson 10 (NIV)

PROPHESYING RESTORATION

DEVOTIONAL READING: Psalm 47
BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Zephaniah 3

ZEPHANIAH 3:14-20

14Sing, Daughter Zion;
shout aloud, Israel!
Be glad and rejoice with all your
heart,
Daughter Jerusalem!
15 The LoRrD has taken away your

punishment,
he has turned back your enemy.
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The LORD, the King of Israel, is with
you;
never again will you fear any
harm.
16 On that day they will say to
Jerusalem,
“Do not fear, Zion;
do not let your hands hang limp.
17 The LORD your God is with you,
the Mighty Warrior who saves.
He will take great delight in you;
in his love he will no longer
rebuke you,
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but will rejoice over you with
singing.
181 will remove from you
all who mourn over the loss of
your appointed festivals,
which is a burden and reproach
for you.
19 At that time I will deal
with all who oppressed you.
I will rescue the lame;
I will gather the exiles.
I will give them praise and honor
in every land where they have
suffered shame.
20 At that time I will gather you;
at that time I will bring you
home.
I will give you honor and praise
among all the peoples of the
earth
when I restore your fortunes
before your very eyes,”
says the LORD.

KEY VERSE

At that time I will deal with all who
oppressed you. I will rescue the lame; I will
gather the exiles. I will give them praise and
honor in every land where they have suffered
shame. —Zephaniah 3:19

JUSTICE AND THE PROPHETS

Unit 3: Called to God's Work of
Justice

LESSONS 10-14

LESSON AIMS

After participating in this lesson, each
learner will be able to:

1. Identify themes of restoration.

2. Explain the significance of those
themes.

3. Use daily for a week a favorite
hymn or song that praises God for his
promise and work of restored relation-
ship with him.

LESSON OUTLINE

Introduction
A. An Amateur Restorer
B. Lesson Context
. Celebration (ZEPHANIAH 3:14, 15)
A. How to Praise (v. 14)
B. Whom to Praise (v. 15)
The Healing Power of Love
Il. Promise (ZEPHANIAH 3:16-20)
A. InThat Day (vv. 16-18)
B. AtThat Time (vv. 19, 20)
Better Than Ever
Conclusion
A. The Restoration Expert
B. Prayer
C. Thought to Remember
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HOW TO SAY IT

Jerusalem

Judah

Juh-roo-suh-lem.

Joo-duh.

personification  per-saw-nih-fih-kay-
shun.

Zephaniah  Zef-uh-nye-uh.
Zion Zi-un.
Introduction

A. An Amateur Restorer

In 2012, the New York Times reported
on what it called “probably the worst art
restoration project of all time.” A small
church in Spain had a famous painting of
Jesus that was deteriorating due to age
and moisture. Painted directly on the
stone wall by nineteenth-century artist
Elias Garcia Martinez, the picture por-
trayed Jesus wearing a purple robe and a
crown of thorns.

One day, church officials found the
work of art changed beyond all recogni-
tion, and authorities suspected vandal-
which
quickly became famous on the internet as

ism. The modified painting,
“Monkey Jesus,” had none of the grace or
artistry of the original. While investigat-
ing the crime, authorities were shocked
to discover that the perpetrator was no
but
an 8o0-something-year-old

young vandal, rather Cecilia

Giménez,
member of the church. Cecilia, distressed

at the deteriorating state of the painting,
had taken it upon herself to restore it.
Sadly, her skills were nowhere near up to
the task

When a priceless work of art needs to
be restored, it’s foolish to trust the job to
anyone but the best. Like the painting,
Israel needed true restoration. Was any-
one willing and able to take on the job?

B. Lesson Context

Zephaniah was a prophet in the
southern kingdom of Judah in the sev-
enth century BC. His lineage suggests
that he may have been of royal blood (see
Zephaniah 1:1). This family background
would have given him deep insight into
the state of the nation and impact his
understanding of God as king of Israel.
Zephaniah understood the importance of
leadership and what its absence could do
to a nation.

Zephaniah likely wrote in the late
620s BC before King Josiah’s spiritual
reforms. The prophet is primarily con-
cerned with Judah’s continued rebellion
against God (see 2 Kings 22:1-23:28). The
first two chapters of the book of Zepha-
niah describe a coming Day of the Lord,
in which Judah is to face judgment for
idolatry. This judgment is to come in the
form of both the natural consequences of
that nation’s choices and as a tool of God
for purifying his people.
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God’s process of purification would
remove the rebellious in order to ensure
the those
faithful—“the remnant of Israel” (Zepha-
niah 3:12 [v. 13 in NIV 1984]; see also 2:7, 9;

survival of remaining

compare Isaiah 10:20-22). The prophet’s
warnings to Judah carried weight given
the fact of the deportation of the north-
ern kingdom (Israel) by Assyria in 722
BC. That reality and its associated horror
underlined the fact that Zephaniah’s
warning was not an idle threat.
Zephaniah’s prophecy of God’s judg-
ment came true in 586 BC. That was the
year the Judeans were cast into Babylo-
nian exile (2 Kings 25:1-21). The prophe-
sied restoration would not begin until 538
BC, when Jewish captives were allowed to
return to Judah (Ezra 1:1-4).
The ancient writers’ fondness for
using parallelism (structural doublets) is
important to keep in mind when reading
Old Testament passages composed as
poetry. Previous discussions in lessons 4
and 9 regarding how to recognize this
feature still apply, so that information
need not be repeated here. We should,
however, stress anew the significance of
this technique: when the second phrase
in lines of poetry echoes the first phrase,
only one thing or action is in view, not
two. One happy result of this fact is that
when part of a verse is difficult to under-
stand, its companion phrase may be used

to interpret the more difficult portion.

Zephaniah’s prophecy presents us
with a sharp change of theme beginning
in Zephaniah 3:9, as restoration of a
remnant takes center stage. The Lord
promises that the “meek and humble ...
will trust in the name of the Lord” (3:12),
untroubled by those who are proud and
haughty. The remnant can freely cele-
brate captivity’s end.

I. Celebration
(ZEPHANIAH 3:14, 15)

A. How to Praise (v. 14)

14.Sing, Daughter Zion; shout
aloud, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with
all your heart, Daughter Jerusalem!
Having been told why the remnant
should celebrate (see the Lesson Context),
the people are told how: they are encour-
aged to sing, ... be glad and rejoice (com-

pare Psalms 9:2; 95:1; contrast 137:1—4).

What Do You Think?

What are some techniques we can use
to remind ourselves to express
proper  gratitude for God's
promised care?

Digging Deeper

What is one specific way God's care
for you in the past should cause
you to sing a song of gratitude yet
today?
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The
referred to “the City of David” (2 Samuel

designation Zion originally
5:7); eventually Zion came to include the
temple area just to the north (Micah 3:12).
Zion often parallels (stands for) Jerusalem
as a whole in poetry (example: Psalm
128:5), and that is the case here. Jerusalem
is the capital of the southern kingdom of
Judah (compare 2 Samuel 5:5).

The prophets frequently refer to
Jerusalem and/or Zion in terms of a
Daughter (examples: Isaiah 37:22; Lamen-
tations 2:13). This is a literary technique
known as personification, in which the
writer assigns the qualities of a person to
something that isn’t human. And since
Jerusalem is the location of the temple,
this imagery emphasizes the value of
God’s covenant people. It also stresses
God’s unique claim to stand as their
champion.

The word Israel, for its part, can desig-
nate different things depending on histor-
ical context. Sometimes it refers to the
entirety of the 12 tribes (example: 1 Kings
4:7). At other times it refers only to the 10
tribes of the northern kingdom of the
divided monarchy (example: 2 Kings 3:1).
Here the word seems to refer to the faith-
ful remnant; as do the two uses of Daugh-
ter.

Some students propose that use of the
word Israel signifies the completeness of
God's welcome home. That is quite possi-

ble as long as it is accompanied with the
realization that the completeness Zepha-
niah prophesies refers to the complete-
ness of a remnant, not the whole (see
Lesson Context).

Visual for Lesson 10. While discussing verse 20,
ask how God's gathering people from “every
land” changes our relationships to strangers now.

B. Whom to Praise (v. 15)

15a. The LorD has taken away your
punishment, he has turned back your
enemy.

After the prophesied Day of the Lord
and the punishment that characterizes it
(see Zephaniah 1:7-10, 14-16, 18; 2:2, 3),
God will step into the situation in a new
way. Although the nation of Judah as a
whole has disobeyed and turned its back
on him, God will not abandon the faithful
among his covenant people. The Lord’s
anger regarding Judah’s sin (see 1:4-6,
8-16; 2:1-3) will subside. After God uses
Babylon as his agent to discipline his
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people, he will then defeat Babylon, thus
ending the oppression Judah faced dur-
ing that time. Judah will indeed have to
face the consequences of its choices, but
God will not allow those consequences to
destroy completely. Instead, like a parent
considering a punishment to be suffi-
cient, he will end it (compare Isaiah 40:1,
2). God’s affirmation of his faithful rem-
nant is to be the cause for the joyful cele-
bration just noted above.

The faithful remnant will suffer along
with the unfaithful majority. But when
the time comes for God to turn back the
enemy, he will bring the fullness of his
presence to bear in rescuing his remnant.
The nature of the forthcoming exile may
suggest Gods complete abandonment.
But that is never true for those who
remain faithful (compare 1 Kings 19:18).

15b. The LORD, the King of Israel, is
with you;

In the ancient Near East, the presence
of a king was essential to the well-being
of his people. An absentee ruler cannot
judge disputes. People begin to think,
While the cat’s away, the mice can play
(compare Matthew 24:48, 49). A ruler
who is present and active is expected to
provide some degree of protection and
justice. So when Zephaniah describes
God as the King present with his people,
the prophet is telling a powerful story of
Gods protective rule (compare Isaiah

54:14; Zechariah 9:8, 9).

This language of presence foreshad-
ows significant New Testament themes.
Gods promise to dwell with his people
was fulfilled in Jesus. As the incarnate
Word, he physically lived among people
(John 1:1-18). Before he ascended, Jesus
promised that “where two or three
gather in my name, there am I with
them” (Matthew 18:20). The indwelling of
the Holy Spirit for the Christian is a
blessed reality (Romans 8:9-11; 1 Corinthi-
ans 6:19; 2 Timothy 1:14).

15c. never again will you fear any
harm.

The promised restoration in general
and this verse in particular in no way
suggest that God will exempt his people
from experiencing the natural conse-
quences of their choices. The context,
rather, is that of God’s removal of those
who instigate harm against the remnant.
The promise of God’s restoration, with
the peace and protection he gives, offers
hope to Gods people in the midst of
judgment against the rebellious. There is
joy coming in the morning, even after the
tears of the night before (Psalm 30:5).

The promise of restoration does not
end with Zephaniah’s prophecies to pre-
exilic Judah that is to become the post-
exilic remnant. In the Lords Prayer, Jesus
teaches his disciples to pray for restora-
tion in terms of Gods kingdom coming
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and God’s will being done (Matthew 6:10)

As Jesus proclaims that coming king-
dom during his time on earth, he does
not consider the restoration to be accom-
plished fully during his earthly ministry.
Just before his ascension, his disciples
ask if the time has come for the restora-
tion of Israel (Acts 1:6). Jesus’ response,
coming on the heels of three years of
proclamation that “the kingdom of God
has come near” (Mark 1:15), shows that
the disciples’ expectation of an immedi-
ate physical-political fulfillment misses
the point. Instead, restoration and the
establishing of the kingdom of God are
inaugurated. Fulfillment is in some sense
both “now” and “not yet.”

Full restoration in terms of new life in
Christ is consummated at his return (1
Corinthians 15:52-57; Revelation 22). In
the meantime, we allow the Holy Spirit to
transform us daily (Romans 12:2).

THE HEALING POWER OF LOVE

Long ago, I knew a couple who
wanted a baby but were unable to con-
ceive. Eventually, they adopted. When I
first visited the new family of three, I saw
a sickly child covered with evidence of
abuse. The infant had been removed from
his home because his biological parents
didn’t love him or care for him. But his
new parents gushed, “Isn’t he beautiful?”

From my perspective, he was not

beautiful—physically, anyway. However,
the new parents’ love enabled them to see
beyond the evidence of his past and to his
possibilities for a bright future. Not many
weeks later, I saw him again. Their loving
care had restored him to health; he was,
indeed, a beautiful baby!

The
covenant children ended up leaving the

idolatry of many of God’s

Judeans bruised and beaten. The remnant
suffered alongside the rest. But God’s love
enabled him to promise their future heal-
ing. What sins does God want to heal in
your life?

—C.R.B.

Il. Promise
(ZEPHANIAH 3:16-20)

A. In That Day (vv. 16-18)

16a.0n that day they will say to
Jerusalem,

Zephaniah’s phrasing makes clear
that the promise of restoration is certain
even though the exact timing is unre-
vealed. That day points to a real occasion
while leaving the timing wide open.
Although people may fervently desire to
know exactly when restoration is to
come, God’s fervent desire is that people
be confident that the promise of the
restoration is certain (compare Hebrews
11:1). What is to happen on the day men-
tioned here is the opposite of what will
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happen on the “that day” of Zephaniah
1:15.

16b. “Do not fear, Zion; do not let
your hands hanglimp.

It is no coincidence that there is no
occasion for fear in God’s restored king-
dom. When the king of creation is fully
present, peace and justice hold sway in
his realm.

What Do You Think?

Without giving direct advice, how

would you counsel someone

whose life seems to be on hold
because of besetting fear?
Digging Deeper
What techniques for overcoming fear
would you like to share with the
class?

The Bible’s imagery of hands can
express strength or symbolize power
(example: Micah 5:9). Imagery of weak or
incapable hands can indicate a feeling of
helplessness or hopelessness in situa-
tions characterized by fear (example:
Isaiah 35:3, 4). Thus if hands hang limp
after this pronouncement, it indicates
the presence of unwarranted fear. That,
in turn, indicates lack of faith (compare
Matthew 14:26-31).

17. “The LoRrD your God is with you,
the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will
take great delight in you; in his love he
will no longer rebuke you, but will

rejoice over you with singing.”

Zephaniah again presents a state of
the future, followed by attendant results.
The reason the people are not to fear is
because the Mighty Warrior is present
with them. The image Zephaniah paints
is of a victorious king. Having defeated
his enemy, God’s entire focus shifts to his
utter delight over once again being with
his people, providing and caring for them
(compare Isaiah 62:4).

The statement in his love he will no
longer rebuke you may seem curious at
first. It should be understood as God's
shifting from a mode of active wrath to
one of steady love. In that mode, the Lord
will no longer punish the people (com-
pare Hosea 14:4).

The cycle of joy is thereby complete:
as God’s people celebrate their restored
relationship with him, God celebrates
being present with them.

What Do You Think?

After you recover from surprise to
learn that God sings, how will that
factinfluence your songs of praise?

Digging Deeper

How do you anticipate that your wit-
ness in that regard might affect
others in a godly way?

18a. “I will remove from you all
who mourn over the loss of your
appointed festivals,
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This verse presents some translation
difficulties. Taken as a whole, however,
the verse suggests that the appointed festi-
vals that were instituted as an expression
of faith have become a matter of shame
that
because God has called the people to

instead. Another possibility is
rejoice, he will remove those who choose
to continue to wallow in sorrow; they will

not be allowed to prevent others from

expressing their joy.

18b. “which is a burden and
reproach for you.

The language of reproach brings

another dimension to the promise of
restoration. The same word is translated
“shame” elsewhere (example: Isaiah 47:3),
and that may be the sense here. Shame
and honor are more than simply matters
of hurt feelings in the ancient Near East.
Rather, those concepts speak to how peo-
ple identify and value themselves. To be
cast into exile will result in the Judeans
no longer understanding who they are as
a people (compare Psalm 74)

This burden will be lifted when God
reclaims his remnant. Restored relation-
ship means restored identity. God brings
the joy of identity with him in the place
of the shame of his rejection.

B. At That Time (vv. 19, 20)

19. “At that time I will deal with all
who oppressed you. I will rescue the

lame; I will gather the exiles. I will
give them praise and honor in every
land where they have suffered shame.

The phrase at that time links this
promise to the previous verses. The peo-
ple are to experience restoration identity
and more: the consequences to be suf-
fered will come to an end as God removes
the agents of judgment (see the Lesson
Context for lesson 6). Judah will no longer
be known as the people who abandoned
their God (compare Deuteronomy 29:24,
25; Isaiah 60:18)

In the ancient Near East, physical
handicaps often are considered evidence
of a deity’s judgment (see John 9:2). Simi-
larly, enslavement by a hostile nation is
thought to prove the inability of both
king and deity to protect a people (com-
pare Isaiah 14:1-8). Restored relationship
with God removes and heals these pur-
ported signs of abandonment (see also
Ezekiel 34:16; Micah 4:6). Physical heal-
ing, freedom, and return home are con-
crete ways God’s justice and love will be
announced.

Crippling helplessness and insuffi-
ciency will disappear in the face of God’s
power at work. The language of shame
emerges again to highlight the remnant’s
restored sense of identity as God’s people.
The remnant’s inability to protect them-
selves is to be negated as God exercises

his own power to restore and reclaim.
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The alienation caused by sin in general
and idolatry in particular is reversed
when God is once again present with his
people. Those willing to affirm allegiance
to God alone, rejecting idolatry—the
opposite of which will be the main rea-
son for the forthcoming exile (Ezekiel
23)—are promised God’s care in his plan
to restore his people to wholeness (com-
pare Psalm 68:6).

What Do You Think?

In what ways do you sense that God
wants you to be His hands and
feet with regard to restoring the
lost to Him?

Digging Deeper

What criteria will you use to distin-
guish between what God wants
you to do, what He wants others
to do, and what He reserves for
himself to do?

BETTER THAN EVER

Young people don’t seem to have the
love affair with automobiles that older
generations have had. They don’t visit
auto museums like generations before.
As a result, many such museums are clos-
ing and cars are being auctioned off.

People such as William Harrah would
restore the lost interest if they could. He
loved cars, collecting over 1,400 in his life-
time. After he died in 1978, the National

Automobile Museum was created to
house about 225 of Harrah'’s cars. Each car
(from late-1800s motorized buggies to
mid-twentieth century classics) has been
meticulously restored. The ravages of
time, hard use, and neglect have been
reversed.

of Judeans had

grown up with no interest in God, even

New generations

though their land was a “museum” of the
evidence of God’s actions among them. As
a result, God sent the oppressive Babylo-
nians against Judah as the instrument of
his judgment. We should be extremely
careful about drawing any similar cause-
and-effect conclusions today when we
see a people group suffering; that’s not
our task. When we see suffering and its
alienating effects, our tasks are found in
Matthew 28:19, 20; James 1:27; etc.
—C.R.B.

20. “At that time I will gather you;
at that time I will bring you home. I
will give you honor and praise among
all the peoples of the earth when I
restore your fortunes before your
very eyes,” says the LORD.

Zephaniah again refers to that time,
reinforcing the link between these prom-
ises. God’s restoration of familial relation-
ship goes hand in hand with restoring a
sense of identity as God’s covenant peo-
ple. God’s care is demonstrated in this
renewed relationship and rediscovered
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identity.

What Do You Think?

In what ways is God challenging you to
bring back to Christ someone who
needs to return from the captivity
of sin?

Digging Deeper

What techniques, in your experience,
will not work in such a ministry?
Why?

The phrase when I restore your fortunes
should reemphasize to us that the terri-
ble judgments of the Day of the Lord are
yet to occur from the perspective of the
original reader. And as the decades pass
until those occur, it will be easy to forget
or outright dismiss the predictions of
exile and return (compare 2 Peter 3; Reve-
lation 2:4, 5). Could there be anything
sadder than to fail to be restored to rela-
tionship to God Almighty himself?

Conclusion
A. The Restoration Expert

The final words of the book of Zepha-
niah remind us that restoration requires
the power and willingness of God. He and
he alone is the one who has the power to
make restored relationship with him
possible. That’s why Zephaniah’s promise
of restoration for the Old Testament
remnant is relevant to us yet today: it

foreshadows our restored relationship to
God through Christ.

Christians have been delivered from
the captivity of sin; yet we still live in a
world that is mired in that captivity.
Therefore the fullness of our deliverance
is yet to come. We trust God to keep his
promise in that regard because he has,
among other things, “set his seal of own-
ership on us, and put his Spirit in our
hearts as a deposit” (2 Corinthians 1:22).
Although God’s kingdom is not yet here
in its fullest sense, his continuing work
of restoration is guaranteed by the pres-
ence of his Spirit.

Let us therefore celebrate these grand
realities! As we do, we can affirm with
Paul “that neither death nor life, neither
angels nor demons, neither the present
nor the future, nor any powers, neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our

Lord” (Romans 8:38, 39).

B. Prayer

Lord, open our eyes to ways in which
you are present and restoring your king-
dom in and around us. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.

C. Thought to Remember

Celebrate the present and future reality
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of restored relationship to God.

INVOLVEMENT LEARNING

Enhance your lesson with NIV Bible
Student (from your curriculum supplier)
and the reproducible activity page (at
www.standardlesson.com or in the back of
the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary
Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson

Have the word Restoration written on
the board as learners arrive. Ask for one
success story and one failure story about
projects that were intended to restore
something to its former beauty and/or
functionality. Be prepared with your own
story or stories if one or both are not
forthcoming from volunteers. (But don’t
let this drag out with many long stories.)

After this activity, inform the class
that today’s lesson deals with the vital
theme of restored relationship with God
by his initiative.

Into the Word

Write on the board the title and pas-
sage location of three or four well-known
Scripture texts regarding the topic of
“restoration” (example: the parable of
the prodigal son, Luke 15:11-32). After
doing so, write today’s lesson title and the

text as the final entry.

Then take a survey by asking for a
show of hands as to which entry learners
think of first, second, third, etc., when
they think of the biblical topic of
“restoration.” Offer appropriate com-
ments regarding where today’s text
scores in that regard.

Call on a volunteer to present a three-
minute summary of the Lesson Context
of today’s passage. Ask this volunteer
several days in advance to prepare this
presentation; a possible outline to pro-
vide for the volunteer is:

I. Who Zephaniah Was

II. Who
Message

III. What Zephaniah Said

Received Zephaniah’s

Distribute paper to class members
and inform them you have instructions
for what they should write as today’s text
of Zephaniah 3:14-20 is read aloud. As
you or a volunteer reads the text the first
time, class members are to jot down all
the things it says that God will do. After
the reading, have learners voice the
entries on their lists as you write those,
along with verse references, on the
board. Add insight from the lesson
commentary as (or after) you complete
the list.

Then read the text again. As you do,
have learners make notes about how the
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original audience might have reacted
when they heard or read these predic-
tions. Caution learners to bear in mind
that the prophecy came several decades
before the captivity of 586-538 BC even
began. After this reading, do the same as
you did after the first.

Next, ask students to turn to one or
two neighbors to discuss this question:
What does this passage teach us about God?
Invite conclusions to be voiced in the
whole-class discussion that follows.

Option. Distribute copies of the “The
Promise of God’s Presence” exercise from
the activity page, which you can down-
load. Have study pairs complete it as indi-
cated. Call for insights during ensuing
whole-class discussion.

Into Life

Form small groups of three or four for
the task of creating lists of hymns, songs,
and/or praise choruses that praise God
for the fact that he has restored our rela-
tionship to him through Jesus. (Option.
Distribute hymnals, etc.,, as research
helps; expect many students to use their
smartphones for this.)

Possible titles to expect learners to
mention in ensuing whole-class discus-
sion include “Amazing Grace,” “Because
He Lives,” and “Nothing but the Blood.”
Encourage learners to pick their favorite

and use it as a daily basis for their devo-
tional time in the week ahead.

Option. If you used the first exercise
from the activity page earlier, distribute
copies of the second one, titled “Practic-
ing God’s Presence,” as a take-home. To
greatly increase the likelihood that learn-
ers will complete it (and not just leave it
stuck in their Bibles), say that you will
call for their conclusions at the beginning
of the next class.

To print the reproducible activity page,
simply click the highlighted text below to
create a pdf file on your hard drive. Then

open the pdf file in Acrobat Reader and

print.
Activity Page (May 3—Prophesying
Restoration)

Nickelson, R. L., Kenney, J. A., Williams, M. K., & Gerke, J. (Eds.). (2019). The NIV Standard Lesson
Commentary, 2019-2020 (Vol. 26). Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
Exported from Logos Bible Software, 8:56 PM February 25, 2020.



