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April 12

Lesson 7 (NIV)

A RESURRECTED SAVIOR

DEVOTIONAL READING: Isaiah 53:4–12

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Mark 16; 1 

Corinthians 15

1 CORINTHIANS 15:1–8, 12–14, 20–23, 

42–45

1 Now, brothers and sisters, I want 

to remind you of the gospel I preached 

to you, which you received and on 

which you have taken your stand. 2 By 

this gospel you are saved, if you hold 

firmly to the word I preached to you. 

Otherwise, you have believed in vain.
3 For what I received I passed on to 

you as of first importance: that Christ 

died for our sins according to the 

Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that 

he was raised on the third day accord-

ing to the Scriptures, 5 and that he 

appeared to Cephas, and then to the 

Twelve. 6 A9er that, he appeared to 

more than five hundred of the broth-

ers and sisters at the same time, most 

of whom are still living, though some 

have fallen asleep. 7 ;en he appeared 

to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and 

last of all he appeared to me also, as to 

one abnormally born.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

12 But if it is preached that Christ has 

been raised from the dead, how can 

some of you say that there is no resur-

rection of the dead? 13 If there is no 

resurrection of the dead, then not 

even Christ has been raised. 14 And if 

Christ has not been raised, our preach-

ing is useless and so is your faith.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
20 But Christ has indeed been raised 

from the dead, the firstfruits of those 

who have fallen asleep. 21 For since 

death came through a man, the resur-

rection of the dead comes also through 

a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in 

Christ all will be made alive. 23 But 

each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; 

then, when he comes, those who 

belong to him.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
42 So will it be with the resurrection 

of the dead. ;e body that is sown is 

perishable, it is raised imperishable; 
43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in 

glory; it is sown in weakness, it is 

raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural 

body, it is raised a spiritual body.

If there is a natural body, there is 

also a spiritual body. 45 So it is wri?en: 

“;e first man Adam became a living 

being”; the last Adam, a lifegiving 

spirit.

KEY VERSES
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If only for this life we have hope in 

Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

But Christ has indeed been raised from the 

dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 

asleep. —1 Corinthians 15:19, 20

JUSTICE AND THE PROPHETS

Unit 2: God Promises a Just Kingdom

LESSONS 6–9

LESSON AIMS

A�er participating in this lesson, each 

learner will be able to:

1. List the key elements of the gospel 

as Paul sees them.

2. Explain why Christ’s resurrection is 

the key to understanding everyone’s 

future.

3. Describe changes in his or her dedi-

cation to Christ a�er reading the entirety 

of 1 Corinthians 15 each day in the week 

ahead.

LESSON OUTLINE

Introduction

A. Will We Live Again?

B. Lesson Context

I. Key to Preaching (1 CORINTHIANS

15:1–8)

A. Not in Vain (vv. 1, 2)

B. According to the Scriptures 

(vv. 3, 4)

C. Testifying to the Resurrection 

(vv. 5–8)

II. Key to Faith (1 CORINTHIANS

15:12–14)

A. False Teaching (v. 12)

B. Futile Belief (vv. 13, 14)

Of Logic and Truth

III. Key to Hope (1 CORINTHIANS

15:20–23, 42–45)

A. Firstfruits (v. 20)

B. New Adam (vv. 21–23)

C. Resurrected Body (vv. 42–45)

 e Promise of Resurrection

Conclusion

A. ?e Twinkling of an Eye

B. Prayer

C. ?ought to Remember

HOW TO SAY IT

Aegean A-jee-un.

Cephas See-fus.

isthmus i-smes.

Matthias Muh-thigh-us (th as in 

thin).

Peloponnesian Pell-uh-puh-nee-shen.

propitiation pro-pih-she-ay-shun.

syllogism si-le-ji-zem.

Introduction

A. Will We Live Again?
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In the midst of his suffering, Job 

asked rhetorically, “If someone dies, will 

they live again?” (Job 14:14). He soon 

answered his own question when he 

declared, “A�er my skin has been 

destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see 

God” (19:26). Centuries later, God put a 

massive exclamation point on Job’s con-

clusion when Jesus rose from the dead. 

Easter Sunday worship services today 

will likely feature songs, Scripture read-

ings, and preaching to celebrate that 

fact—the cornerstone of the Christian 

faith. Many Christians even prefer to call 

this Resurrection Sunday.

For the first-century church, every 

Sunday was Resurrection Sunday. Every 

week was a celebration and recognition 

that they served a living Savior. But at 

least one church had problems with 

regard to the implications of Jesus’ resur-

rection.

B. Lesson Context

?e city of Corinth was located on the 

Isthmus of Corinth. ?at was a narrow 

strip of land, about five miles wide, that 

connected upper Greece with the Pelo-

ponnesian Peninsula to the south. ?is 

allowed Corinth to prosper as a trade 

center for goods coming from the eastern 

Roman Empire across the Aegean Sea to 

the Gulf of Corinth on their way to Italy 

and Rome (and vice versa). Corinth 

became a large, wealthy city made up of a 

business class, workers, and

—sadly—slaves. ?e city aKracted 

entrepreneurs from around the empire, 

giving the city a cosmopolitan culture 

and a mix of religions.

?e apostle Paul’s first visit to the city 

of Corinth turned into a stay of 18 

months in the early AD 50s (Acts 18:11). 

?at was some two decades a�er the 

death and resurrection of Christ. Paul 

ended up planting a church of consider-

able diversity in Corinth, including Gen-

tiles from many different religious back-

grounds and Jews (see 18:8). A�er Paul’s 

departure, the Corinthian church 

endured many self-inflicted problems 

(examples: 1 Corinthians 3:3, 4; 5:1, 2; 

7:1–16). He wrote his first leKer to the 

church in Corinth in AD 56 to address 

these issues.

Perhaps the most serious of the 

Corinthians’ problems was a misunder-

standing of the nature and significance 

of the resurrection of Jesus. Paul under-

stood that the resurrection could not be 

neglected; there could be no compromise 

about it. ?is issue is dealt with more 

completely in 1 Corinthians 15 than 

anywhere else in the Bible. For this rea-

son, the chapter is o�en called the Resur-

rection Chapter.

I. Key to Preaching
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(1 CORINTHIANS 15:1–8)

A. Not in Vain (vv. 1, 2)

1. Now, brothers and sisters, I want 

to remind you of the gospel I preached 

to you, which you received and on 

which you have taken your stand.

Although Paul has been absent for 

several years, many in the Corinthian 

church remember his preaching. He 

reminds the Corinthians that what he 

taught them in the past is still valid. 

Since they had received his message as 

truth, Paul can say that the Corinthians 

stand on his preaching. ?ey continue to 

believe the gospel (see on 1 Corinthians 

15:3b–8, below; compare Galatians 1:8). 

?ey can still use his teaching as a guide 

for their faith and practice.

2. By this gospel you are saved, if 

you hold firmly to the word I preached 

to you. Otherwise, you have believed 

in vain.

It is the continuing acceptance of 

Paul’s gospel that gives the Corinthians 

assurance that they are saved from eter-

nal punishment for their sinful rebellion 

against God (see also Romans 1:16). Paul 

urges the Corinthians not to forget his 

gospel essentials (which he is about to 

review). Otherwise, all their earlier 

commitments will be in vain.

What Do You Think?

What favorite memory-recall tech-

nique can you share with a fellow 

Christian to help him or her stay 

strong in the faith during trying 

times?

Digging Deeper

In what way does 1 Peter 3:15 help 

form your response? Explain.

What Do You Think?

What favorite memory-recall tech-

nique can you share with a fellow 

Christian to help him or her stay 

strong in the faith during trying 

times?

Digging Deeper

In what way does 1 Peter 3:15 help 

form your response? Explain.

B. According to the Scriptures (vv. 3, 4)

3a. For what I received I passed on 

to you as of first importance:

Paul presents himself as a conduit of 

his message; he is neither its originator 

nor its final recipient. He received it from 

the Lord himself (Galatians 1:12). Paul’s 

plan for evangelism has always been to 

deliver the gospel to faithful people who 

will pass it on to others (see 2 Timothy 

2:2).

?e phrase first importance indicates 

that what Paul is about to say is of pri-

mary, bedrock, and central importance.

3b. that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures,

From his birth to his death, Jesus’ life 

provides the ultimate example of God’s 

love and the ideal human reaction to that 

love. No one, including Paul, seeks to triv-

ialize Jesus’ life and ministry. But for 

Paul, the very core preaching of the 

gospel requires three things: Jesus’ death, 

burial, and resurrection.

Jesus’ death was scandalous, the exe-

Nickelson, R. L., Kenney, J. A., Williams, M. K., & Gerke, J. (Eds.). (2019). The NIV Standard Lesson 
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Jesus’ death was scandalous, the exe-

cution of an innocent man through 

treachery and injustice (compare Gala-

tians 1:4). "ough history bears witness to 

many unjust deaths, Jesus’ death is 

unique because he died for our sins (John 

1:29; 1 Peter 2:24), something no other 

human could do. In that regard, his death 

served as a propitiation, which means 

“something that turns away wrath” (see 

Romans 3:25; 1 John 2:2; 4:10).

All this took place according to the 

Scriptures (see Isaiah 53:5, 6; Psalm 

16:8–11). God had planned the gospel 

events before they happened. And the 

Old Testament Scriptures, wri9en cen-

turies beforehand, bear witness to this 

preordained design (compare Ma9hew 

26:24; Luke 24:27, 44; Acts 17:2).

4a. that he was buried,

Paul insists that proclamation of the 

gospel must include the fact that Jesus 

was buried (see Ma9hew 27:59, 60). Mary 

Magdalene and other women, not to 

mention Peter and other apostles, went 

to Jesus’ tomb fully expecting to find a 

corpse (Luke 24:5; John 20:13). "e angelic 

report that the tomb was empty and Jesus 

was alive was soon backed up by personal 

experience (Ma9hew 28:8–10; Luke 

24:1–49; John 20:14–29).

Visual for Lessons 6 & 7. While discussing all of 

the witnesses Paul lists, asks how Christians 

today witness Jesus’ resurrection and are 

witnesses to it.

During Paul’s ministry, lies were cir-

culating that Jesus’ body had been stolen 

from his tomb (Ma9hew 28:12–15). Paul 

does not tolerate such nonsense. "e 

security surrounding that burial is well 

a9ested (Ma9hew 27:57–66; etc.). And no 

one contests that the burial took place.

4b. that he was raised on the third 

day according to the Scriptures,

Jesus’ lifeless body lay in the tomb all 

day Saturday. "en he was raised from the 

dead, brought back to life by the Father (1 

Corinthians 6:14; 15:15), on the third day.

"at is the day of the week we call Sun-

day. On the phrase according to the Scrip-

tures, see reference to Jonah 1:17 by Jesus 

in Ma9hew 12:40 (compare John 2:19–22.)

"e resurrection serves as God’s 

stamp of approval for all time on Jesus 

(compare Acts 2:29–32; Romans 1:4). He 
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was not a madman when he claimed to be 

God’s Son. God had designated him as the 

sacrificial Lamb who would take away 

the sin of the world (John 1:29). "at 

happened when he paid sin’s price by 

dying on the cross.

C. Testifying to the Resurrection (vv. 

5–8)

5a. and that he appeared to Cephas,

"e Gospels record that one of the 

first witnesses of the risen Christ was 

Mary Magdalene (John 20:16; compare 

Ma9hew 28:1; Luke 24:1, 10; Mark 16:1). 

Paul begins his list instead with Cephas, 

the apostle Simon Peter (compare Luke 

24:34). Peter boldly proclaimed the resur-

rection of Christ (Acts 2:24; 3:15; 10:40; 1 

Peter 1:3). Peter might have visited the 

Corinthian church, giving him special 

influence there (see 1 Corinthians 9:5). 

Indeed, a factional party within this 

church identified itself as Peter’s follow-

ers (1:12). For the believers in Corinth, 

Peter’s witness holds great weight.

5b, 6. and then to the Twelve. A%er 

that, he appeared to more than five 

hundred of the brothers and sisters at 

the same time, most of whom are still 

living, though some have fallen asleep.

Paul then expands the list of wit-

nesses to all 12 apostles; these are 11 of the 

original 12, now minus Judas but replaced 

by Ma9hias (Acts 1:12–26). As the number 

of witnesses expands from a few to a 

group of more than five hundred, we see 

rapid and exponential expansion. It 

leaves the impression there are many 

more post-resurrection witnesses that 

might be included.

We have no other information on the 

appearance of Christ to the crowd of 

more than 500. But Paul’s statement that 

some of these have fallen asleep suggests 

that he knew some of these folks person-

ally and had kept track of them.

We should also take care to note the 

importance of the words brothers and sis-

ters. With one exception, there is no 

record of Jesus appearing to any of his 

enemies or to unbelievers aEer his resur-

rection, only to believers. "at one excep-

tion is Paul, when he was known as Saul 

(see 1 Corinthians 15:8, below).

7. )en he appeared to James, then 

to all the apostles,

We take care to note that this James is 

neither of the apostles of that same name 

in Ma9hew 10:2–4. Since those two men 

are included in “the Twelve” of 1 

Corinthians 15:5b, above, they are already 

accounted for. "is James is one of Jesus’ 

half brothers (Mark 6:3).

Jesus’ brothers did not believe in him 

before his death (John 7:5), but they did 

aEerward (Acts 1:14). "e mention of 

James in the text before us coincides with 

the fact of his leadership in the first-
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century church (15:13–21; 21:18).

"e mention of James helps us under-

stand why Paul writes here then to all the 

apostles when “the Twelve [apostles]” 

have already been noted two verses prior. 

"e solution is simple: more individuals 

in the New Testament have the designa-

tion “apostle” than just the 12. James, the 

Lord’s half brother, is one of them (see 

Galatians 1:19; compare Acts 14:14; 

Romans 16:7).

8. and last of all he appeared to me 

also, as to one abnormally born.

Paul ends his list of witnesses to the 

resurrection with himself. He did not see 

the risen Jesus during the 40-day period 

between the resurrection and the ascen-

sion. Paul’s personal encounter with the 

risen Lord came later, while he was a 

persecutor of Christians (Acts 9:1–6, 17; 

22:6–9; 26:12–15). "at encounter means 

that Paul is not merely repeating stories 

as secondhand hearsay (Galatians 1:1, 11, 

12).

What Do You Think?

In what situations should your per-

sonal testimony be included in a 

gospel presentation and in what 

situations should it not? Why?

Digging Deeper

What biblical examples can you list for 

each of the two scenarios?

Paul’s status is the same as that of 

Peter or James (see 1 Corinthians 9:1). Yet 

he acknowledges that he came to this 

position based solely on an untimely and 

unexpected event. For Paul to be visited 

by the risen Christ (appeared to me also) 

was not in keeping with any predictable 

pa9ern, but out of the mercy and plan of 

the Lord.

II. Key to Faith
(1 CORINTHIANS 15:12–14)

A. False Teaching (v. 12)

12. But if it is preached that Christ 

has been raised from the dead, how 

can some of you say that there is no 

resurrection of the dead?

Paul has now emphasized both the 

centrality of Jesus’ resurrection and the 

credible evidence for it. "is is a review 

of things the Corinthians had heard him 

preach when he was among them.

Despite what Paul taught the 

Corinthians, there are some in the 

church who want to deny the possibility 

of resurrection while still maintaining 

that Christ had risen from the dead. So 

Paul proceeds to rebut this illogical posi-

tion. "e rhetorical question of the verse 

before us begins that rebu9al.

B. Futile Belief (vv. 13, 14)

13, 14. If there is no resurrection of 
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the dead, then not even Christ has 

been raised. And if Christ has not been 

raised, our preaching is useless and so 

is your faith.

Denying all resurrection logically 

denies Jesus’ own resurrection. If we 

affirm his resurrection but deny the pos-

sibility of bodily resurrection for all peo-

ple, then we are negating Jesus’ human-

ity (contrast John 1:14). Such a denial nul-

lifies the sacrificial power of Jesus’ death 

that gives us new life (compare 11:23–26; 1 

"essalonians 4:14). "at would mean that 

we are still liable to the penalty for our 

sins (1 Corinthians 15:18). Without the 

possibility of resurrection from the dead, 

the entire Christian message collapses; 

the Christian life becomes an exercise in 

futility (compare 2 Timothy 2:18).

What Do You Think?

Given culture’s growing secularism, 

what are some ways you can 

remind yourself continually of the 

truth of verses 13, 14?

Digging Deeper

When/how have you seen secular cul-

ture cause the most damage in 

denying Christ’s resurrection?

OF LOGIC AND TRUTH

Did you know that what is true and 

what is logical aren’t necessarily the 

same thing? I took a college course in 

philosophical logic. In it I learned how to 

analyze three-sentence arguments called 

syllogisms. In a syllogism, the first two 

sentences are premises and the third one 

is the conclusion. My task was to deter-

mine whether a given syllogism was con-

structed with logical correctness.

Here is an example of a syllogism:

1. Major premise: All insects are blue.

2. Minor premise: All ants are insects.

3. Conclusion: "erefore, all ants are 

blue.

From experience we recognize that 

the first premise is patently false; so, 

therefore, the conclusion is false as well. 

Nevertheless, this syllogism is con-

structed in a logically correct way.

Paul used logic and also factual evi-

dence to challenge error. When the 

Corinthians started with a false premise, 

no valid conclusion could result. What lie 

or false logic most challenges you today?

—L. H-P.

III. Key to Hope
(1 CORINTHIANS 15:20–23, 42–45)

A. Firstfruits (v. 20)

20. But Christ has indeed been 

raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 

those who have fallen asleep.

Paul pivots from arguing about the 

centrality of resurrection for all believers 
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to some specific implications of Christ’s 

resurrection. �e agricultural metaphor 

of firstfruits invokes the idea of the choice 

parts at the outset of a harvest (example: 

Exodus 34:26a). It is the opposite of le$-

overs. �ere is no harvest produce that 

comes earlier than the firstfruits. �is is 

true of the resurrection of Christ. His is 

only the first resurrection of many to 

come (Acts 26:23; 1 Corinthians 15:23; 1 

Peter 1:3).

B. New Adam (v. 21–23)

21, 22a. For since death came 

through a man, the resurrection of 

the dead comes also through a man. 

For as in Adam all die,

Genesis identifies Adam as the first 

human being. He disobeyed God and 

brought sin into the human realm. �e 

inevitable result of this sin was death

(Genesis 2:17; Romans 5:12, 14). Adam is 

thus the prototype of a sinner under the 

curse of death. Adam is humanity’s 

father of sin and death.

22b. so in Christ all will be made 

alive.

�e new prototype or template is 

Christ (Romans 5:14–19). Christ has over-

come the power of death through his 

resurrection (Acts 2:24; Hebrews 2:14). 

�is has two implications. First, there is 

an order to the resurrection of 

humankind. As the author of Hebrews 

puts it, Jesus is the “captain” of our salva-

tion, implying his priority and leadership 

(Hebrews 2:10; compare 12:2).

23. But each in turn: Christ, the 

firstfruits; then, when he comes, those 

who belong to him.

Second, the resurrection of Christ is 

not the end of God’s display of resurrect-

ing power. We will follow in due time 

according to God’s plan (1 Corinthians 

6:14). Paul ties this fact to the second 

coming of Christ (15:52, not in our printed 

text).

What Do You Think?

In what area of study do you feel most 

deficient: on the significance of 

resurrection in general or the sig-

nificance of Christ’s resurrection in 

particular?

Digging Deeper

What plan will you form to correct this?

C. Resurrected Body (vv. 42–45)

42, 43. So will it be with the resur-

rection of the dead. ,e body that is 

sown is perishable, it is raised imper-

ishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is 

raised in glory; it is sown in weak-

ness, it is raised in power; it is sown a 

natural body, it is raised a spiritual 

body.

Paul later deals with questions con-

cerning the nature of the resurrection 
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body we will enjoy (1 Corinthians 

15:35–41, not in our printed text). His 

premise is that all bodies have their own 

unique characteristics. �ough we do not 

know what our resurrection bodies will 

be like, we can be sure that God has 

determined this.

Paul characterizes our current bodies 

as perishable (subject to deterioration), 

dishonorable (associated with shameful 

acts), and weak (limited in strength and 

endurance). By contrast, our new bodies 

will be imperishable (not subject to dis-

ease or decay), glorious (free from sin and 

shame; compare Philippians 3:21; Colos-

sians 3:4), and powerful (completely 

adequate in all things to serve the Lord).

44. it is sown a natural body, it is 

raised a spiritual body. If there is a 

natural body, there is also a spiritual 

body.

Our current bodies are natural (sub-

ject to the physical laws of nature). But 

our new bodies will be spiritual. We 

understand this incompletely, but Paul is 

likely aware of the appearance of the 

resurrected Jesus to his disciples in a 

room with locked doors; that was some-

thing no natural body could do (John 

20:19, 20). Jesus did not become some sort 

of spiritual blob or glowing mist (Luke 

24:39, 40). He had a recognizable body, 

one that even carried the scars of crucifix-

ion on his hands, feet, and side (Luke 

24:39, 40). We will recognize each other 

a$er our resurrections too.

THE PROMISE OF RESURRECTION

As a child, I feared death. I dreaded 

funerals and absolutely protested view-

ing of bodies of the deceased. It was not 

until my grandmother died that my fear 

of death dissipated. I grieved her death, 

yet I was at peace with it. How could this 

be?

My grandmother was a devout Chris-

tian. She discipled me, teaching me how 

to study the Bible, pray, fast, and serve 

others. When she came to the end of her 

earthly journey, there was no need to fear 

for her: through Christ she had eternal 

life. Her body that had suffered would be 

resurrected and changed by Christ’s 

power. Her physical death was the end of 

her life on earth, but her life was not 

over. She has eternal life through Christ.

BeEer grasping the promise of resur-

rection changed not only my view of 

death but also my view of life. �is trans-

formative promise prompts us to yield 

our lives in service to Christ. Have hope 

for his return and the resurrection!

—L. H-P.

45. So it is wri0en: “,e first man 

Adam became a living being; the last 

Adam, a life-giving spirit.”

Paul uses the two-Adams analogy 
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again, but in a different way than to con-

trast sin and death versus eternal life. He 

reminds us that Adam’s body was lifeless 

until God breathed life into it (Genesis 

2:7). Only then did Adam become a living 

being.

In the resurrection, our dead bodies 

will receive life again, given by the last 

Adam, who is Christ. �e risen Christ 

participates as a life-giving spirit in our 

bodies’ return to life from death (com-

pare John 5:21; 6:54). Christ is the one who 

has the power to recreate and restore life 

to our bodies. �e new body in and of 

itself is not enough, even if it is imperish-

able, glorious, and powerful.

What Do You Think?

What additional steps can your church 

take in transforming people from 

being less like Adam and more like 

Christ?

Digging Deeper

What could be your part in this plan?

Conclusion

A. ,e Twinkling of an Eye

Before and during the first century 

AD, there were instances of the miracu-

lous restoration to life of a dead person 

(examples: 2 Kings 4:32–35; 13:21; Luke 

7:11–17). But those people eventually died 

again. Jesus’ resurrection, however, was 

different. He rose from the dead never to 

die again. Because he lives, we can be 

confident that we will live with him in 

resurrected bodies, never again to face 

death (Romans 8:2).

Paul’s Corinthian readers had pro-

duced fruit and would continue to do so 

as long as they remained faithful. How-

ever, their faith was endangered by the 

choices some had made to abandon the 

doctrine of the resurrection—and so the 

danger is with us. We should join Paul 

therefore in seeing resurrection as vic-

tory over humanity’s greatest enemy: 

death. On the glorious day of Christ’s 

return, we will be changed (1 Corinthians 

15:52). As we celebrate the resurrection of 

Christ, let us anticipate the promise of 

our own resurrection.

B. Prayer

Father God, we look forward to the 

resurrection of the dead, made possible 

by your Son, Jesus Christ. We pray in 

Jesus’ name. Amen.

C. ,ought to Remember

Christ’s resurrection gives us the certain 

hope

for life a$er death.

INVOLVEMENT LEARNING
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Enhance your lesson with NIV Bible 

Student (from your curriculum supplier) 

and the reproducible activity page (at 

www.standardlesson.com or in the back of 

the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary 

Deluxe Edition).

Into the Lesson

Give each learner several index cards. 

�en challenge learners to use their cards 

to create a two-story structure (on a 

table) without working together or modi-

fying the cards in any way. As learners 

finish and admire their handiwork, talk 

about the first floor of each structure. 

Discuss the necessity of ensuring its 

soundness for supporting the second 

story. Offer good-natured comments on 

the efforts of learners who had difficulty 

in that regard.

Make a transition by saying, “�e 

resurrection is the foundation for our 

faith. Without that foundation, Christian-

ity would—and should—collapse. Today’s 

lesson explains why.”

Into the Word

Begin a three-phase discussion by 

dividing the class into three groups. Give 

each group one of the following discus-

sion assignments on handouts (you pre-

pare).

Necessary-Death Group. 1—In what 

ways was/is the death of Jesus a neces-

sary part of the Christian faith? 2—What 

would Christianity be like if Jesus had 

not died? 3—Which specific Scriptures of 

today’s lesson text support your answers?

Necessary-Burial Group. 1—What 

role does the burial of Jesus play in estab-

lishing the foundation of Christianity? 

2—How would the credibility of Chris-

tianity be different if Jesus had not been 

buried? 3—Which specific Scriptures of 

today’s lesson text support your answers?

Necessary-Resurrection Group. 

1—In what ways is the resurrection of 

Jesus necessary to the Christian faith? 

2—What would Christianity be like if 

Jesus had not risen from the dead? 

3—Which specific Scriptures of today’s 

lesson text support your answers?

Groups should ideally be no larger 

that five learners each. For larger classes, 

form extra groups and give duplicate 

assignments.

As group discussion winds down, 

reconvene for whole-class discussion of 

each group’s conclusions in turn. Use the 

commentary to correct factual mistakes 

and resolve misunderstandings.

Option 1. Following the above, write 

these three phrases on the board to probe 

further the importance of evidence:

Faith in spite of evidence to the contrary

Blind faith

Faith based on evidence
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Ask learners to give examples of each. 

Be prepared to defend the supreme 

importance of faith based on evidence. 

(For best preparation, consult the books 

Cold-Case Christianity and Forensic Faith

by J. Warner Wallace and/or see his 

YouTube channel.)

Option 2. Distribute copies of the “My 

Resurrection Body” exercise from the 

activity page, which you can download. 

Have learners complete it in pairs.

Into Life

Distribute copies of the following 

seven-day chart that you have copied and 

enlarged:

Day Thoughts on 1 Corinthians 15

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Challenge learners to read all of 1 

Corinthians 15 daily in the week ahead 

and make notes of renewed commitment 

to Christ based on that text.

Alternative. Distribute copies of the 

“Proclaim the Resurrection” exercise 

from the activity page for learners to 

discuss and use as indicated.

To print the reproducible activity page, 

simply click the highlighted text below to 

create a pdf file on your hard drive. 2en 

open the pdf file in Acrobat Reader and 

print.

Activity Page (April 12—A Resurrected 

Savior)
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