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May 5

Lesson 10 (NIV)

CALLED TO 

RIGHTEOUSNESS

DEVOTIONAL READING: John 10:1–11

BACKGROUND SCRIPTURE: Romans 3

ROMANS 3:21–31

21 But now apart from the law the 

righteousness of God has been made 

known, to which the Law and the 

Prophets testify. 22 0is righteousness 

is given through faith in Jesus Christ 

to all who believe. 0ere is no differ-

ence between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory 

of God, 24 and all are justified freely by 

his grace through the redemption that 

came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented 

Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, 

through the shedding of his blood —to 

be received by faith. He did this to 

demonstrate his righteousness, 

because in his forbearance he had le; 

the sins commi<ed beforehand unpun-

ished—26 he did it to demonstrate his 

righteousness at the present time, so 

as to be just and the one who justifies 

those who have faith in Jesus.
27 Where, then, is boasting? It is 

excluded. Because of what law? 0e 

law that requires works? No, because 

of the law that requires faith. 28 For 

we maintain that a person is justified 

by faith apart from the works of the 

law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? 

Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, 

of Gentiles too, 30 since there is only 

one God, who will justify the circum-

cised by faith and the uncircumcised 

through that same faith. 31 Do we, 

then, nullify the law by this faith? Not 

at all! Rather, we uphold the law.
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KEY VERSES

All are justified freely by his grace 

through the redemption that came by Christ 

Jesus. God presented Christ as a sacrifice of 

atonement, through the shedding of his 

blood—to be received by faith.—Romans 

3:24, 25
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DISCIPLESHIP AND MISSION

Unit 3: Call to Life in Christ

LESSONS 10–13

LESSON AIMS

A�er participating in this lesson, each 

learner will be able to:

1. Cite evidence that all have sinned.

2. Explain how God maintains his just 

nature while providing a way for sinful 

humans to be justified.

3. Sing with personal conviction a 

hymn that accurately summarizes God’s 

grace as salvation.

LESSON OUTLINE

Introduction

A. Universal Sinfulness

B. Lesson Context
I. Just and Justifier (ROMANS 3:21–26)

A. God’s Righteousness (vv. 21–23)

Past Tense Only?

B. God’s Grace (vv. 24–26)

II. Faith and Law (ROMANS 3:27–31)

A. Boasting Excluded (vv. 27, 28)

B. Jew and Gentile Included (vv. 

29–31)

Spiritual Elitism

Conclusion

A. God’s Dilemma

B. Prayer

C. ?ought to Remember

HOW TO SAY IT

Aquila Ack-wih-luh.

Caesar See-zer.

Corinthians Ko-rin-thee-unz (th as 

in thin).

Galatians Guh-lay-shunz.

Gentiles Jen-tiles.

Mediterranean Med-uh-tuh-ray-nee-

un.

Priscilla Prih-sil-uh.

propitiation pro-pih-she-ay-shun.

Introduction

A. Universal Sinfulness

?e theologian Reinhold Niebuhr 

(1892–1971) has o�en been quoted as say-

ing, “?e sad duty of politics is to estab-

lish justice in a sinful world,” a maxim 

based in an article he wrote in 1937. 

Niebuhr, a keen student of the writings 

of the apostle Paul, insisted that political 

considerations, no maFer how noble, 

would always be influenced by human 

sinfulness. He saw the tension between 

our desire for justice (serviced by poli-

tics) and our human tendencies toward 

pride, self-assertion, and conflict. With 

both Paul and Niebuhr, sin and justice 

were not partners but enemies.

In Romans 3, Paul looks at this tension 

between sin and justice from God’s per-
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spective.

B. Lesson Context

Paul wrote to the church in Rome in 

about AD 58, during his third missionary 

journey. He had not planted that church, 

but expressed a desire to visit. He envi-

sioned Rome to be a future stop on his 

way to Spain for missionary work 

(Romans 15:24, 28). Paul did indeed come 

to Rome a couple of years later, but not as 

part of a missionary trip. Instead, he 

arrived under Roman guard due to his 

appeal to Caesar (Acts 25:9–28:16).

Rome was the center of an empire 

that encompassed most of the territories 

bordering the Mediterranean Sea, among 

others. Rome was a colossal city, the 

largest in the ancient world. Considera-

tions of water, sanitation, and food sup-

ply limited the practical size of ancient 

cities, with just a handful being over 

100,000 in population. Rome, however, 

was 10 times this size or more. Jews made 

up a significant minority of Rome’s resi-

dents, perhaps as many as 10,000–20,000.

?e church in Rome had a mixed 

membership of Jews and Gentiles. We 

can only guess at the church’s size. Paul’s 

greetings in Romans 16 list more than two

dozen people by name, implying many 

more. It’s reasonable to think of a church 

of several hundred—still a tiny fraction 

of the city’s total population.

Paul wrote to prepare the church in 

Rome for his intended future visit. He 

was aware of issues between the Jews 

and Gentiles in the church and had words 

for both groups. In the process, Paul gave 

a thorough presentation of the gospel 

that he had been preaching. It was a 

message that had already influenced the 

Roman church through people such as 

Aquila and Priscilla (Romans 16:3; see 

Acts 18:2).

A central doctrinal concern for Paul 

was to demonstrate the universal sinful-

ness of humanity and the magnificent 

scope of God’s plan for redemption of 

men and women from the consequences 

of this sin. Paul based his conclusions on 

both the historical facts of Jesus’ life and 

proper interpretation of Jewish Scrip-

tures. Today’s lesson assumes the case for 

universal sinfulness has been made in 

Romans 1:18–3:20. With that foundation 

in place, the question that arises is how 

the sinless, holy God can rescue sinners 

from the wrath that divine justice 

requires. ?is weighty maFer is the sub-

ject of this week’s lesson.

I. Just and Justifier

(ROMANS 3:21–26)

A. God’s Righteousness (vv. 21–23)

21. But now apart from the law the 

righteousness of God has been made 
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known, to which the Law and the 

Prophets testify.

?e two words But now mark an 

important transition. God had revealed 

part of his nature in the old covenant’s 

system of law. But now, in the new 

covenant inaugurated by Christ’s death 

(see below), God has revealed (made 

known) more of his nature in a different 

way.

?e now-revealed part of God’s nature 

is called the righteousness of God. ?e 

meaning of this and closely related 

phrases shi�s depending on context (see 

Romans 3:25, below). For the verse before 

us, Paul continues the sense of the right-

eousness of God that he used in Romans 

1:17: God has now revealed the method by 

which people can be made permanently 

right with him. Although the plan Paul is 

about to describe is not based in the old 

law, that does not mean it is a new 

insight. It has indeed been testified to by 

earlier Scripture, the Law and the Prophets

(compare Acts 10:43).

22a. 0is righteousness is given 

through faith in Jesus Christ to all 

who believe.

Paul moves to the key element of his 

discourse concerning the righteousness of 

God, and that key element is Jesus Christ.

?e description through faith in Jesus Christ

is vital, although the NIV’s footnote offers 

the alternative translation “through the 

faithfulness of Jesus Christ.” Either trans-

lation is possible, but the former is sup-

ported by the same Greek phrasing in 

Galatians 2:16. ?ere “faith” is contrasted 

with “works” as a means of being justi-

fied. Either way, Jesus is the point of 

interaction between God and humans.

We gain access to God through belief 

in Jesus. ?ere are not multiple ways to 

make up for the fact of sin and be admit-

ted into Heaven. ?ere is not one system 

through the Law of Moses for the Jews 

along with a parallel system through 

faith in Christ. ?e reason why is given 

next.

22b, 23. 0ere is no difference 

between Jew and Gentile, for all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God,

?e fact that there is no difference 

between Jew and Gentile with regard to the 

problem of sin implies that there is also 

no difference with regard to the remedy. 

?at remedy is Christ, just noted.

PAST TENSE ONLY?

Many years ago, I was a guest 

preacher in a Midwest church when the 

church’s minister was on vacation. A�er 

the service, one of the church’s elders 

invited me to dinner. ?e meal was fine 

and the conversation was pleasant until 

the elder got on his doctrinal hobbyhorse. 

?e topic he wanted to discuss was his 
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belief that, since he was a mature Chris-

tian, he no longer sinned!

I had recently finished graduate 

school and was therefore studied up on 

my doctrine. I was also youthfully confi-

dent of its correctness, so I accepted the 

challenge to set him straight. When I 

quoted Romans 3:23, he pointed out that 

Paul’s statement was in the past tense,*

thus not applying to him on the day of 

our discussion.

We argued on, well past the point at 

which either of us was willing to give in. 

'e ba(le of mind and will had hardened 

our positions. Looking back on that day, I 

can see that we both were so proud of our 

perspectives that we were proving Paul’s 

point in coming short of the glory of God: 

Even our a(empts to glorify God by being 

faithful to Scripture were being tainted 

by the sin of pride!

By the way, do you know the differ-

ence between a hobbyhorse and a real 

horse? You can get off a real horse!

—C. R. B.

What Do You Think?

What techniques can we use to help 

people understand the conse-

quences of their sin?

Digging Deeper

Consider the varying techniques Paul 

used given the nature of his audi-

ence in different contexts.

We tend to think of God’s glory in 

terms of brilliant, supernatural light or 

radiance (see Luke 2:9). Glory also has the 

sense of being worthy of praise, which 

God certainly is (Revelation 5:12). When 

we gain right standing with God through 

Christ, we also gain a measure of glory (2 

Corinthians 3:18; 4:17). 'at fact comes 

full circle: when we are justified through 

faith in Christ, we bring glory to God; he 

alone is the proper object of worship 

(Romans 11:36).

What Do You Think?

In what ways can you bring glory to 

God as you serve others?

Digging Deeper

Will your answer change based on 

whether you are ministering to 

believers or unbelievers? Why, or 

why not?

B. God’s Grace (vv. 24–26)

24a. and all are justified freely by 

his grace

Paul does not want his readers to for-

get the chasm of sin that is bridged by 

Christ. So in verses 24 and 25, Paul uses 

* Note: the English translation “have sinned” is 

actually the present perfect tense. 'e Greek 

being translated is in the aorist tense, which 

is not always equivalent to the English past 

tense.
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Christ. So in verses 24 and 25, Paul uses 

three weighty words to define our sin 

status and how it is overcome.

'e first word is justified, a legal term 

of Paul’s day. Although we are indeed 

guilty sinners, to be justified freely by his 

grace means to hear the great judge pro-

nounce “guilty, but no penalty.” We will 

not suffer the eternal consequences of 

our sin. 'e reason why comes next.

24b. through the redemption that 

came by Christ Jesus.

Paul’s second weighty word is redemp-

tion. 'is introduces the basis for the “no 

penalty” part of the great judge’s pro-

nouncement above. Part of the Old Tes-

tament usage background of the equiva-

lent word in Hebrew occurs in contexts 

of being set free from bondage by inter-

vention by a third party (examples: 

Leviticus 25:25; Deuteronomy 9:26).

As the meaning of the word shiGs 

over the centuries, it comes to include the 

idea of paying a ransom to release the one

who is in bondage (compare Mark 10:45; 1 

Timothy 2:6; contrast Psalm 49:7–9). All 

this is building to Paul’s conclusion 

regarding how exactly this redemption 

came by Christ Jesus, next.

25a. God presented Christ as a sac-

rifice of atonement, through the shed-

ding of his blood—to be received by 

faith.

Our salvation is possible because of a 

sacrifice of atonement, Paul’s third of three

weighty words. 'is word is drawn from 

the system of sacrificing animals to atone 

for sins (example: Numbers 29:11). Such 

atonement was for the purpose of turn-

ing aside God’s wrath. But that system 

was temporary.

If God’s holy wrath comes down on us 

because of our sin, then we will pay the 

price in the eternal lake of fire (Revela-

tion 20:13, 14). 'ere is an alternative, but 

only one: Christ. He serves as the final 

and perfect atoning sacrifice for sins; his 

death satisfies any penalty our sins 

require (see 1 John 2:2; 4:10; compare 

Hebrews 9:11–10:18). But it’s not auto-

matic; rather, it becomes effective 

through the shedding of his blood. 'at 

thought is incomplete, however, without 

what Paul says next.

What Do You Think?

How will the reality of Christ’s sacrifice 

influence your thoughts and 

actions in the week ahead?

Digging Deeper

Which Scriptures help you most in 

understanding the idea of propiti-

ation or atonement? Why?

25b, 26. He did this to demonstrate 

his righteousness, because in his for-

bearance he had le) the sins commit-

ted beforehand unpunished—he did it 

to demonstrate his righteousness at 
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the present time, so as to be just and 

the one who justifies those who have 

faith in Jesus.

'e two instances of to demonstrate

plus the two calendar references of 

beforehand and at the present time lock 

these lines together. 'is helps us under-

stand that the two instances of the 

phrase his righteousness refer to God’s 

consistency. Whether past, present, or 

future, God’s actions are always consis-

tent with his character or nature.

Part of that consistency is God’s merci-

ful forbearance, a word related to “pa-

tience” (see Romans 2:4). With rare excep-

tions (Acts 12:23; etc.), God does not pun-

ish sin immediately. His delay allows us a 

chance to repent (2 Peter 3:9, 15). But he 

does not postpone punishment indefi-

nitely either. We have a choice to make: 

suffer eternal punishment for our sins or 

accept Christ’s death on our behalf.

Paul caps his presentation of God’s 

remedy for sin by giving us an ironic and 

wonderful truth. For God to be just means 

that the penalty for sin must be paid. For 

sin to go unpunished would mean that 

God is unjust. And indeed, sin’s penalty 

has been paid—by Christ on the cross. 

'rough the work of Christ, God retains 

his perfectly just nature while being the 

one who justifies sinners.

A way of illustrating this is to imag-

ine yourself before a judge who rightly 

imposes the death penalty on you for an 

offense you have commi(ed. With your 

guilt beyond question, the only outcome 

is death so that the demands of justice 

will be satisfied. But as things turn out, 

the just judge is also a compassionate 

judge. So he decides to come down from 

the bench and die in your place. As a 

result, you go free. Justice is not lost, for 

the penalty is paid and God’s holiness is 

upheld. We can be admi(ed into Heaven, 

thus demonstrating the triumph of God’s 

love. In Christ, God pays for our sins 

through his Son’s willing sacrifice for our 

sins. 'us God is both just and the one who 

justifies those who have faith in Jesus.

At this point, some will say, “But it’s 

not fair for an innocent person to die in 

the place of a guilty person!” 'at’s 

exactly right—it’s not fair. What it is is 

grace, especially when we remember that 

Christ died voluntarily on our behalf. He 

didn’t have to, but he did anyway.

II. Faith and Law

(ROMANS 3:27–31)

A. Boasting Excluded (vv. 27, 28)

27. Where, then, is boasting? It is 

excluded. Because of what law? ;e 

law that requires works? No, because 

of the law that requires faith.

Paul lays out practical implications 

for all he has just said, for both Jews and 
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Gentiles. Some Jews may be clinging to a 

sense of religious superiority over their 

Gentile neighbors because they have the 

Law of Moses. Paul, a Jew himself, real-

izes that any law that requires works can-

not possibly be a way to be justified. If 

anyone can and does keep the law per-

fectly, that person would have reason for 

boasting. But no one keeps the law per-

fectly; “all have sinned” (Romans 3:23).

But there is a law that does applies: 

the law that requires faith. Paul’s language 

here drips with irony. We cannot be 

saved by keeping all the commands in the 

Law of Moses, thought to be 613 in num-

ber by Jewish scholars of the day. Instead, 

we have a law based on faith. Faith is not 

a work whereby we earn salvation. 

Rather, faith is pu(ing trust and confi-

dence in Jesus Christ as having secured 

our salvation on the cross (Romans 10:9, 

10; Colossians 2:12–14).

28. For we maintain that a person 

is justified by faith apart from the 

works of the law.

Paul does not believe the Jewish law is 

valueless. Its great value is in defining sin 

(Romans 7:7). Even so, lasting justification 

must come from some other quarter, and 

Paul has shown this to be faith in the 

person and atoning work of Jesus Christ. 

'erefore, Paul’s inescapable conclusion 

is that justification and salvation are pos-

sible without reference to works of the 

law. 'is must be true whether the word 

law refers to the Law of Moses or any 

other religious or secular system based 

on law-keeping.

B. Jew and Gentile Included (vv. 29–31)

29. Or is God the God of Jews only? 

Is he not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, 

of Gentiles too,

'e status of Gentiles (that is, everyone 

who is not a Jew) is clear. 'ere is only 

one God, and he cannot be the God of 

only some people. 'e Gentiles have 

plenty of false gods in Paul’s day (see Acts 

14:12), but they are only fictitious substi-

tutes for the God of Jews. 'e one, supreme 

God, revealed in creation and in Jewish 

Scripture, is the only God. He is the Lord 

of both Jew and Gentile, for there is no 

alternative.

SPIRITUAL ELITISM

When I was a boy, my father served 

for many years as president of a Bible 

college. 'e small college’s facilities were 

located adjacent to the campus of a state 

university. Dad was a friend of an admin-

istrator at the university, and one day 

they were discussing the church affilia-

tions of the Bible college faculty and their 

counterparts at the university.

'e university administrator said 

that, among Protestants, administrators 
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tended to be affiliated with Denomina-

tion A, full professors were likely to be 

members of Denomination B, associate 

professors might be part of Denomina-

tion C or D. In other words, the church 

mirrored the social structure of the 

world to some extent. A form of elitism 

based on one’s place in the educational 

hierarchy was at work in a person’s 

choice of denominational affiliation.

"e General Social Survey of 2016

notes that Americans’ affiliation with 

mainline denominational Christianity 

fell from 28 percent to 10 percent 

between 1972 and 2016. Given that fact, 

the situation at that university may be 

very different now. However, we still face 

the problem the first-century church 

faced: some Christians consider them-

selves be1er than others. Such spiritual 

elitism may be based on one’s income, 

education, social class, race, preference 

for a certain style of worship, etc. Regard-

less, it’s all irrelevant to God. Since he 

looks at us without regard for where we 

fit in the world’s pecking order, shouldn’t 

we do so as well?

—C. R. B.

What Do You Think?

What steps can we take to stay alert 

to distinctions among people that 

in some way mirror the Jew/Gen-

tile tension of Paul’s day?

Digging Deeper

Distinguish between cultural view-

points that are most likely to 

infect and divide the church vs. 

those less likely to do so.

30. since there is only one God, who 

will justify the circumcised by faith 

and the uncircumcised through that 

same faith.

Paul draws on another common way 

of categorizing Jews and Gentiles: circum-

cised … and uncircumcised. "is refers to 

the old covenant act for Jewish males that 

distinguished them physically from non-

Jews. "is verse is not about circumci-

sion, however. It is about 

justification—being counted as righteous 

in the eyes of God. His plan is the same 

for both groups: faith (compare Romans 

4:11, 12; Galatians 3:8).

"e two words that same are used to 

translate a single word that typically 

means only “the.” "erefore, some stu-

dents see a distinction between Paul’s 

terms by faith and through [the] faith. But 

Paul is not drawing a distinction; rather, 

he’s pointing to equivalence.

What Do You Think?

How might your perceptions of others 

change were you to remind your-

self daily that God justifies in the 

same way all who are willing?

Digging Deeper

What Scripture passages or biblical 
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principles help you think through 

how God’s grace should affect our 

view of others?

31. Do we, then, nullify the law by 

this faith? Not at all! Rather, we 

uphold the law.

We are wrong to think that Paul is 

trashing the Jewish law so that it is to be 

je1isoned from the church altogether. 

His intention has never been to sever the 

church from its foundation in Jewish 

Scripture. Were he alive today, Paul 

would insist that the Old Testament has 

an indispensable place in the church. 

Without it, the concepts of sin, sacrifice, 

atonement, righteousness, and divine 

justice would have no anchor point. "e 

doctrinal truths of Christianity would 

driD into chaos.

"erefore, the apostle reminds his 

readers in his closing comments of this 

section that his arguments do not nullify 

the law. Indeed, Paul believes he has estab-

lished the true purpose of the law: to 

define sin and the necessity for a remedy 

for human sinfulness.

Paul’s treatment of the law is consis-

tent with Jesus’ claim that he came not to 

do away with the law, but to fulfill it 

(Ma1hew 5:17). "e Jews of Paul’s day 

undoubtedly contend that God gave them 

the law, and God’s giDs are good, not evil. 

Paul agrees, but still insists that faith is 

the way to justification, not the keeping 

of the commands of the law.

Conclusion

A. God’s Dilemma

Responsible parents know that chil-

dren must sometimes be disciplined. 

Healthy discipline is not a release of a 

parent’s anger. Rather it is an enforce-

ment of family standards that allow a 

household to function harmoniously and 

a child to learn self-discipline.

"is does not make disciplining chil-

dren easy, however. A loving parent may 

struggle with imposing loss of privilege 

on a child. Some parents may think they 

are le1ing love win out when they avoid 

imposing punishment, believing that 

natural consequences for bad decisions 

will be adequate without parental conse-

quences. From a biblical perspective, the 

parent who does not punish may be lov-

ing but is not being just. If lack of 

parental-imposed consequences stems 

from a parent’s desire to avoid conflict, it 

is not even loving.
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Visual for Lesson 10 & 11. Use this visual as a 

backdrop as you discuss the distinction between 

‘guilty, but no penalty’ and ‘not guilty.’ ”

Our Lord God is both loving and just. 

Both are essential to his nature. Humans, 

through their sin, create a dilemma for 

God. How can God maintain both his love 

and justice in the face of that sin? Sin 

leads to eternal death according to God’s 

just and holy nature, but how can a lov-

ing God consign those created in his 

image to eternal punishment?

"e solution is God’s Son. Jesus’ death 

on the cross allows both God’s justice and 

love to be preserved. "e wrath of God, 

called forth by the necessity for justice, is 

satisfied by the sacrifice of Jesus, the giD 

of God’s love. Our sin debt is paid.

Perhaps you are familiar with the old 

hymn titled “I Am So Glad "at Salva-

tion’s Free,” by James Rowe. Salvation is 

indeed free—to us. But it was not free to 

God. "e cost to him was enormous. 

"ere is no truth of which we should 

remind ourselves of more oDen!

B. Prayer

Heavenly Father, so oDen we let our 

days pass without concern for our eternal 

destiny. Keep us mindful that a day of 

judgment is coming. May we be counted 

righteous on that day by grace made pos-

sible by your Son. We pray this in Jesus’ 

glorious name. Amen.

C. 'ought to Remember

Let us leave guilt, embrace forgiveness, 

and live in God’s grace.
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INVOLVEMENT LEARNING

Enhance your lesson with NIV Bible 

Student

Into the Lesson

Write the following on the board:

Authoritarian Parent: “Do it because I 

say so!”

Permissive Parent: “Do whatever you 

want; it will be OK.”

Authoritative Parent: “Haven’t we dis-

cussed the rules and the consequences 

for breaking them?”

Ask class members to give examples 

of times they have seen each in action, 

without mentioning names. ADer a few 

examples are offered, ask, “Under what 

conditions might a situation call for an 

authoritarian or permissive parent to 

shiD to an authoritative style?”

Possible responses—An authoritarian 

parent who sets strict curfews without 

exception and a permissive parent who 

never set curfews should shiD to an 

authoritative style when certain factors 

call for case-by-case exceptions. "e 

authoritative style engages the child in 

dialogue, considering carefully the plea 

for an extended curfew, but requiring 

that the child assure the parent that 

adequate adult supervision exists for 

activities that exceed the normal curfew.

Alternative. Distribute copies of the 

“Justice Without Pity” activity from the 

reproducible page, which you can down-

load. Allow students no more than one

minute to complete the activity individu-

ally.

ADer either activity, say, “We under-

stand that behavior has to have conse-

quences. We also want to show mercy to 

those who do wrong, because we know 

that we all make mistakes. Today we take 

a look at how the tension between God’s 

justice and love toward sinners are 

resolved by a perfect plan.”

Into the Word

Have students read the text as it is 

segmented in the commentary. "en test 

their understanding by having them 

summarize each segment regarding God’s 

plan of salvation. (Option. You can refer 

to these summaries as paraphrases.) 

Write the paraphrases sequentially on 

the board. You will want your final list to 

look something like this:

21: God makes known a new process

22a: Jesus is our point of interaction 

with God

22b, 

23:

Everyone has the same problem: sin

24a: Everyone is offered the same solu-

tion: grace
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24b: Pardon for sin is in Jesus

25a: Jesus’ death turns away God’s wrath

25b, 

26:

God is consistent in his actions 

toward sin

27: No room for human self-congratula-

tion

28: Faith, not works, is the key

29: &ere is only one God and plan for 

everyone

30: Faith is the key for everyone

31: Faith does not mean that the law is 

out

Option. Follow the above by distribut-

ing copies of the “Sort ’em Out” activity 

from the reproducible page. Use this as a 

whole-class activity if your class is small; 

larger classes can use small groups. Intro-

duce the activity by saying, “&is activity 

will help determine if you can distin-

guish between permissive, legalistic, and 

biblical views of sin.”

A5er the ensuing discussion, say, 

“Today’s lesson text sets forth the Bible’s 

view of righteousness, sin, and justifica-

tion by grace. &is has allowed us to see 

how we get in right standing before God, 

the seriousness of sin, and the depth of 

God’s love. So how do we respond?”

Into Life

From a hymnal or online source, find 

the lyrics to a few hymns that speak of 

God’s plan of salvation through Jesus. 

Some possibilities are “Blessed Assur-

ance,” “Heaven Came Down [and Glory 

Filled My Soul],” “&ere Is a Fountain,”

“Rock of Ages,” and “Victory in Jesus.”

Close the class by singing a verse from 

a few of these salvation-focused hymns. 

Pause between hymns to evaluate the 

accuracy of the lyrics against the Bible 

text.
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