November 12
Lesson 11 (NIV)

Freedom to Love

Devotional Reading: Matthew 22:34-40
Background Scripture: Romans 13:8-10; 1 Corinthians 13:8-13
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Romans 13:8-10

8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for who-
ever loves others has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,”
“You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever other com-
mand there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 1°
Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

1 Corinthians 13:8—13

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues,
they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we
prophesy in part, ° but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. '* When I was a
child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I
put the ways of childhood behind me. *> For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we
shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Key Text
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The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You
shall not covet,” and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love
your neighbor as yourself.”—Romans 13:9

God's Law Is Love

Unit 3: Christ Frees, Law Enslaves
Lessons 10-13

Lesson Aims

After participating in this lesson, each learner will be able to:

1. Identify the greatest of the three things that remain or abide.

2. Summarize why it is the greatest of the three.

3. Commit to making that fact a personal reality in one specific way.

Lesson Outline

Introduction
A. Life Under Law and Love
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B. Lesson Context: Romans
C. Lesson Context: 1 Corinthians
I. Loveand the Law (Romans 13:8-10)

A. The Debt We Owe (v. 8)

B. The Imperatives to Obey (vv. 9—10)
The Abridged Version of the Law

II. Love and Spiritual Gifts (1 Corinthians 13:8-13)

A. That Which Is Temporary (v. 8)

B. That Which IsIncomplete (vv.9—10)

C. That Which Is Expected (vv. 11—12)

D. That Which Is Supreme (v. 13)
Love Music

Conclusion

A. The Clarity of Love

B. Prayer

C. Thought to Remember

How to Say It

Bethsaida Beth-say-uh-duh.
Corinthians Ko-rin-thee-unz (th as in thin).
Decalogue Dek-uh-log.
Deuteronomy Due-ter-ahn-uh-me.
Leviticus Leh-vit-ih-kus.
Samaritan Suh-mare-uh-tun.

Thessalonians Thess-uh-lo-nee-unz (th as in thin).

Introduction

A. Life Under Law and Love

A woman married a man who eventually was almost impossible to live with. He became very
demanding, insisting that his meals be served at exactly the same time every day and prepared accord-
ing to his specifications. He wanted every piece of his clothing to be ironed, every room in the house
to be kept spotlessly clean, and all other requirements to be followed to the letter. If any of his high
standards were not met, he stormed off in a rage, yelling at his wife at the top of his lungs. He made
life miserable for her.

After about three years, the husband passed away unexpectedly. Eventually, the widow married a
caring Christian man, who was the complete opposite of her first husband. She was so happy that she
wanted to do all she could to show her gratitude for what she had never experienced with her first
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husband.

One day, it dawned on her that she was doing the very same things for her second husband that she
had done for the first: fixing his meals the way he liked them, ironing his clothes, etc.—things that
had at one time been demanded of her. Only this time, with her second husband, she was doing them
out of love, not because someone was “laying down the law.”

A person who lives primarily by law and a person who lives primarily by love both live obedient
lives. But one of those approaches is much more satisfying—the subject of today’s lesson.

B. Lesson Context: Romans

Thus far in the quarter, we have studied two lessons from Romans (lessons 5 and 6). Those lessons
come from a section of the book that is more doctrinal (what we are to believe) in nature. Today’s les-
son moves us to a section that is more practical (what we are to do) in content as Paul shifts focus.
Chapter 12 begins this section by challenging readers to offer themselves as “a living
sacrifice” (Romans 12:1). What follows describes what that kind of life should look like in a Christian’s
daily conduct.

In the seven verses in Romans 13 that precede our first segment of text for this lesson, Paul exam-
ined a topic that should be of special interest to Christians of any century: our attitude toward civic
authorities. The key concept here is one of obligation, which Paul uses to make a transition from how
we are to relate to those authorities to how we are to relate to one another.

C. Lesson Context: 1 Corinthians

First Corinthians 13, the second of two segments of today’s lesson, features Paul’s timeless and
matchless explanation of Christian love. The larger context of this chapter is Paul’s discussion of spiri-
tual gifts in chapters 12—14. Possession and use of spiritual gifts had become a source of great con-
tention within the Corinthian church. Paul was concerned that undue focus on these gifts could dis-
tract the Corinthian believers from more crucial concerns. Should that happen, the result would be a
fracturing of the unity in Christ that is to characterize followers of Jesus.

l. Love and the Law
(Romans 13:8-10)

A. The Debt We Owe (v. 8)

8a. Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another,

The Greek verb translated here as the noun debt is a reflection of the same word in its noun form in
Romans 13:7 (not in today’s lesson), there translated “owe.” This continues the thought of obligation
across these two verses (see also the Lesson Context). What's different now is that the object of the
obligation has changed from being that of what we owe to civic authorities to what we owe to one
another.
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The first part of this half verse is certainly an approval of honoring one’s commitments, be they in
terms of money, property, etc. Some may question whether Paul is prohibiting the taking out of loans
or mortgages. But approval or disapproval of monetary indebtedness is not the main point here.
Rather, the phrasing sets up a contrast with the second part of this half verse regarding what should
never be considered paid off: the obligation to love. Love among fellow believers is to be a primary
characteristic of Christians (John 13:34—35; 1John 3:14).

8b. for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law.

What Paul states here he stresses in even stronger terms in Galatians 5:14: “the entire law is ful-
filled in keeping this one command: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.””

What Do You Think?
What role do rules play in loving families with small children? adult children?

Digging Deeper
Do the rules in your family serve your love for one another? How might rules or obedience to them need
to change in order to love one another best?

B. The Imperatives to Obey (vv.9-10)

?” «

9. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall
not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in
this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

The Ten Commandments (Decalogue) are found in Exodus 20:1-17 and Deuteronomy 5:6—21.
Paul’s citations from those indicate that what he has said about fulfilling “the law” in the previous
verse refers to the Law of Moses rather than civic law.

We note that the positive command to love your neighbor as yourself is framed in terms of several
you shall not negative commands (compare Matthew 19:18). This implies that a foundation of neigh-
bor-love is a commitment to do no harm. But Christian love is not simply refusing to hurt someone
else; it is also active as it works for the good of others, as included in the statement whatever other
command there may be.
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Love your
neighbor
as yourself.

Sheet 3—Fall 2023, Adult Resources, Standard Lesson Quarterly” Curiculum

Visual for Lesson 11. Point to this visual as learners spend one minute silently considering the Conclusion’s questions
before sharing with partners.

As we commit ourselves to such love, we will define neighbor-love as Jesus did in Luke 10:25-37:
meeting the needs of those we encounter. Such love fulfills what Jesus called the second of the two
greatest commandments, on which “all the Law and the Prophets hang” (Matthew 22:39—40; compare
Leviticus 19:18). This is “the royal law found in Scripture” (James 2:8).

What Do You Think?
Whom do you love better: yourself or your neighbor?
Digging Deeper
What heart change is required to be able to bring these loves into proper balance?

The Abridged Version of the Law

I never liked studying geometry. Geometric proofs were uniquely challenging because problems
not only had to be solved, they also had to be explained by way of complex statements and rules. I
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found it hard to remember all the rules, so I did not have much chance of correctly applying them.

But my problems with geometric rules pale in comparison to expectations according to the Law of
Moses. That body of law features over 600 rules! I am so grateful that Jesus and Paul uncomplicated
the law.

It’s been said that the Old Testament is a collection of rules while the New Testament is a collection
of principles. There’s a lot of truth in that statement. But we should not let that general observation
eclipse the fact that the New Testament itself has rules. Consider Jesus’ statement in John 14:15: “If
you love me, keep my commands.” A primary one of those commandments is the imperative of love
for neighbor. In what circumstances do you tend to act as if the rule of love does not apply?

—M. E.

10. Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

Paul repeats what he has said previously. Therefore this verse serves as a kind of bookend to wrap
up his line of thought before he makes a transition to another topic.

Even so, we can add the observation that Jesus himself came to fulfill the law (Matthew 5:17). He
did so in his love for sinful humanity by taking on the Old Testament roles of prophet, priest, and king
as he established the new covenant (Mark 6:4; John 12:15; Hebrews 7:11—8:13). He fulfilled the law by
keeping it perfectly—he “had no sin” (2 Corinthians 5:21). That qualified him as the Son of God to be
the perfect sacrifice that could take away and forgive the sins of humanity (1 Peter 1:18—19). There is
no greater example of neighbor-love!

Il. Love and Spiritual Gifts
(1 Corinthians 13:8-13)

A. That Which Is Temporary (v. 8)

8. Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues,
they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.

Love is to be given priority in practice because it possesses much greater “staying power” than spiri-
tual giftedness. Love never fails in the sense of expiring or becoming unnecessary. This is the only
place in Paul’s letters where he uses the adverb translated here as “never,” stressing the supremacy of
love. By contrast, the time will come when the three gifts mentioned—prophecies, tongues, and knowl-
edge—are no longer in use.

Paul has already mentioned those three gifts, among others, in this section of his letter (see 1
Corinthians 12:7-11). Perhaps disagreements regarding these three had been creating the greatest
amount of tension within the Corinthian church. These gifts were rather “public” in nature, and thus
those who possessed them tended to draw more attention to themselves (whether that was their moti-
vation or not). Yet, as impressive as these gifts were, their impact was significantly lessened if the
person exercising them did not do so out of love (compare 13:1—3).

B. That Which Is Incomplete (vv. 9—10)
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9—10. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when completeness comes, what is
in part disappears.

These two verses begin a deeper dive in examining why spiritual gifts are of lesser value than the
imperative to love. The relative valuations are seen in the contrast between the phrases in part (thrice)
and completeness. There is no widespread agreement regarding what Paul is referring to by the latter
phrase. One proposal is to see the contrast in terms of things that are temporary versus “perfect” (an-
other possible translation of completeness) things that are enduring, as the passage of time eventually
reveals. This leads to the viewpoint that Paul is referring to life in the world to come after Jesus
returns. What could be more perfect than that? At Jesus’ second coming, the temporary things God
provides for our spiritual growth now will no longer be necessary.

Another proposal is to see the contrast in terms of things that are incomplete in their contents
versus things that are complete in that regard. Given the partial nature of the things that individuals
may know and prophesy (see 1 Corinthians 8:1—3; 1 Peter 1:10—12), the proposed interpretation is that
the term what is in part refers to the completion of the New Testament. In other words, the proposal is
that certain spiritual gifts were no longer necessary after the first century AD after the exercise of
those gifts had authenticated the new and perfect revelation of God’s will within the new covenant.

The word translated completeness here also can mean “mature.” That idea is present in 1 Corinthi-
ans 14:20, where the same Greek word is used to contrast the immaturity of children with the matu-
rity of adults. The idea of maturity is also present in the next two verses of today’s lesson.

What Do You Think?

How have you seen love demonstrated when physical or mental abilities may be diminished?
Digging Deeper

What might these examples teach us about love, whatever our own physical or mental ability?

C. That Which Is Expected (vv. 11-12)

11. When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child.
When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me.

Clearly, there is a sense in which we are to remain childlike in our dependence on and trust in the
Lord (Matthew 18:1—4). But remaining childish in terms of spiritual maturity is condemned (1
Corinthians 3:2; Hebrews 5:12—13). In the verse at hand, however, Paul is using the physical maturing
process, when the interests and priorities of childhood fall away as we grow older, as his illustration.
We take on new responsibilities and interests and put aside the childish things that once consumed
much of our time and attention.

In the context of the discussion of love and spiritual gifts, the specifics represented by this
child/adult contrast will vary according to one’s view of the “completeness” in the previous verse. If it
is understood in an absolute sense of perfection, then what occurs at the return of Christ is the issue
(compare 1 Corinthians 15:51—52; Philippians 3:21). If “maturity” is more in view, then that is some-
thing that can happen in this present age as spiritual maturity results from having access to the com-
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pleted New Testament (compare Romans 12:2; 2 Corinthians 3:18; 2 Timothy 2:15) rather than just
fragmentary, incomplete prophecies.

What Do You Think?
In what sense(s) should we put childish things behind us?
Digging Deeper
In what sense(s) should we strive to remain childlike (example: Matthew 18:3)?

12. For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know
in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

We should not equate this with a silvered glass mirror, which was not invented until AD 1835.
Mirrors of the first century AD were made of polished metal, yielding dim and distorted reflections.
Paul uses this to illustrate what is known in part. This contrast, again, is with what he will eventually
(then) know fully as dim reflection gives way to full clarity.

As above, there are two major lines of interpretation. One line understands “fully” to be taken in a
literal sense, as face to face observation; therefore “completeness” (1 Corinthians 13:10, above) would
mean Jesus’ second coming, when we “will see his face” (Revelation 22:4; compare Psalm 17:15; 1 John
3:2).

The other line of interpretation takes “fully” in a figurative sense of “clear communication” with
God (Exodus 33:11; Numbers 12:8). This is seen to support the idea of the completion of the New Tes-
tament as God’s definitive way of communicating his will as we mature in the faith.

D. That Which Is Supreme (v. 13)

13. And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of theseis love.

As Paul brings his discussion of Christian love to its conclusion, he emphasizes once more that
which remain (endures) in an implied contrast to that which is temporary. Faith, hope and love form a
trio that sums up the crucial elements that are at the heart of Christian living (see also Ephesians
1:15—18; Colossians 1:3—5; and 1 Thessalonians 1:3; 5:8). Love is not only greater than spiritual gifts,
but it is the greatest of Christian virtues.

But there is a relative ranking to these three in terms of endurance. Since “faith is confidence in
what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see” (Hebrews 11:1), faith will no longer be
necessary when Christ returns. In heaven, we will be walking by sight rather than by faith (2 Corinthi-
ans 4:18; 5:7).

Hope, too, is limited to our earthly lives only. What we hope for is eternal salvation (1 Thessaloni-
ans 5:8; Titus 3:7). And once we have it in its fullest sense, there is no more place for hope. After all, no
one hopes for something that he or she already has (Romans 8:24)!

Love, however, towers over both faith and hope because love is eternally enduring. Love is a pri-
mary attribute of God (1 John 4:8, 16). For our part, “this is love: that we walk in obedience to his
commands” (2 John 6).
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Regardless of the view of “completeness” (1 Corinthians 13:10) one holds, we should not lose sight
of what Paul was confronting and how. What the Corinthians needed more than anything in resolv-
ing conflicts over spiritual gifts was the attitude and practice of Christian love. Love was the starting
point for addressing all the other issues mentioned in the letter—issues such as believers taking one
another to court (6:1-8) and eating meat offered to idols (8:1—13). A lack of such love would stifle
numeric and spiritual growth of the church. Love would move followers of Jesus—whether first cen-
tury or twenty-first—beyond immature “me first” attitudes and behaviors and toward genuine Christ-
likeness.

Love Music

One thing about songwriting is enduringly true: the desire to give and receive love will sell music.
I hadn’t given that idea much thought until one day our professor led the class in a discussion of the
impact of emotions by various kinds of music. It didn’t matter whether the music genre was country,
rock music, bluegrass, etc. In all cases, compositions centered on loveled in popularity.

Even without “love music,” the longing to love and be loved is universal, transcending time and
distance. Consider the Bible itself, which features the word love more than 500 times! The contents of
the Song of Songs are enough to make one blush. Nothing has more potential to change a person than
love.

Sadly, culture distorts the meaning and expression of love that God intends—a distortion often
heard in music lyrics. Loving attitudes and actions are to characterize Christians. A quote attributed
to US President Theodore Roosevelt (1858—1919) is most appropriate: “No one cares how much you
know until they know how much you care.” What changes do you need to make in that regard?

—M. E.

Conclusion

A. The Clarity of Love

I started wearing glasses in the seventh grade. My teacher had noticed how much I was squinting
to see the blackboard (yes, it was that long ago), so she suggested to my parents that my eyes be exam-
ined. True, said the optometrist, I was going to need glasses. When I went to pick them up, the assis-
tant told me to look across the street before I put them on. I did so without much thought. After I put
the glasses on, she told me again to look across the street. I could not believe how much clearer every-
thing looked! I was stunned to, literally, see how much I had been missing.

The actions and attitudes of Christian love improve our spiritual view in critical areas. Without it,
we are somewhat like the man in the village of Bethsaida to whom Jesus gave sight in a two-stage
miracle (Mark 8:22—26). After “stage one,” Jesus asked him if he could see anything. The man replied,
“I see men as trees, walking.” After “stage two,” the man could see clearly. Jesus was not content to
leave the man’s ability to see in stage one. Neither is Jesus content that our own spiritual vision remain
partially obscured regarding whom we should or should not extend his love through our own atti-
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tudes and actions.

The process can be seen as two mutually reinforcing, upward-spiraling reciprocals. First, as the
clarity of our spiritual vision improves, we will begin to see more and more opportunities to express
the love of Christ to others; and as we express that love, the clarity of our spiritual vision will be
improved.

Second, this improved vision will cause us to see that to minister to others in love is to serve God
(Matthew 25:34—40); “But whoever loves God is known by God” (1 Corinthians 8:3; compare and con-
trast Galatians 4:9; 1 John 4:19—21).

Because of Christ’s love, we do not view people as the world does. We see them as those for whom
Jesus gave his life and who need “the message of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:19). The same love
moves us to respond to those in need (1 John 3:16—18), the kind of “neighbor love” modeled by the
Good Samaritan (Luke 10:33).

Those who have been baptized into Christ “have clothed [ourselves| with Christ.” Given that fact,
it is (or should be) only natural also to “put on love” as Paul told the Colossian Christians to do (Colos-
sians 3:14).

What Do You Think?
What opportunities will you take to love Jesus' followers this week?
Digging Deeper
What will you do this week to love your neighbors—including your enemies?

B. Prayer

Father, we live in a time where love is perhaps more desperately sought after than ever before.
Forgive us when we become callous to the needs around us. Help us to follow the example of Jesus and
to see others as he sees them. In his name we pray. Amen.

C. Thought to Remember

Love remains the primary form of “ID” for the follower of Jesus.

Involvement Learning

Enhance your lesson with NIV Bible Student (from your curriculum supplier) and the reproducible activity
page (at www.standardlesson.com or in the back of the NIV Standard Lesson Commentary Deluxe
Edition).

Into the Lesson
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Before class, create an environment for today’s lesson by sharing some common cultural symbols
of love: chocolate candies, red hearts, roses, etc. As learners enter, encourage them to share any expe-
riences or responses they had to last week’s class.

Ask each learner to list people who love him/her and a second list of people he/she loves. After one
minute of writing, instruct learners to journal about a sacrifice someone made on his/her behalf that
demonstrated love. Allow volunteers to share examples with the class.

Alternative 1. Before the session, ask group members about favorite hymns and pull them up with
lyrics on a media device, or have a few ready to go on handouts. Choose and sing a few lines together
from these hymns. Ask the class how the love celebrated in these songs differs from what they might
hear on asecular radio station. Write themes and phrases on the board.

Alternative 2. Distribute copies of the “Love and Romance” exercise on the activity page, which you
can download. Have learners complete as indicated.

After calling time, start a discussion by asking, “How is sacrifice a demonstration of love?” Encour-
age people to talk about a variety of relationships in this discussion. Transition to the Bible study by
saying, “Paul writes to both the Romans and the Corinthians about God’s sacrificial love. Let’s dis-
cover how love makes a difference in the lives of those who follow Jesus.”

Into the Word

Invite volunteers to read aloud Romans 13:8—10 and 1 Corinthians 13:8—13. If you used the first
activity above, compare the list on the board with what Paul said about God’s love. Discuss together
the meaning of Paul’s words “love never fails” (1 Corinthians 13:8). Supplement the discussion with
information from the commentary as needed.

Alternative. Distribute copies of “The Bible on Love” exercise from the activity page. Have learners
work in pairs to complete as indicated. After time is called, lead a discussion and write conclusions on
the board.

Then draw two arrows pointing in opposite directions, parallel to one another with one line above
the other, on a white board or chalkboard. Label the bottom line Law and the top Love. Discuss how
law and love are related. Ask participants to name ways Christians follow God’s law. Draw a large dot
on the Law line along with a word or two to paraphrase each thought. Invite the group to refer to
Romans 13:8. Then have the group name ways they love their neighbors. Draw large dots on the Love
line and write those ideas near the dots.

Read aloud Romans 13:10. Ask: “What is fulfillment?” After a few minutes, have a volunteer with
internet access look up and read definitions. Invite learners to discuss how fulfillment helps connect
the two lines of law and love. Invite participants to add more ideas to the love line that demonstrate
loving actions which fulfill the law. Erase the arrows on the ends that point in opposite directions.

Ask a volunteer to read aloud 1 Corinthians 13:13. Talk through any relationships between the pre-
vious discussion and the Bible verse. Point out that one way people show love for God is by loving
others.
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Into Life

Distribute index cards and pens to learners. Invite participants to write down the name of one
person or group to whom they can show love during the coming week. Then ask them to write down
one thing they will do to let that person or group know that they are loved. Challenge learners to
accomplish what they wrote down in the upcoming week.
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