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October 23
Lesson 8 (NIV)

Who is King?

Devotional Reading: Psalm 93
Background Scripture: 1 Samuel 8:1–9; 10:17–26

1 Samuel 8:4–7

1 Samuel 10:17–24

Key Text

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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God’s Exceptional Choice

Unit 2: Out of Slavery to Nationhood

Lessons 5–9

Lesson Aims

Lesson Outline

How to Say It

Kish Kyesh.

Matri May-try.

Mizpah Miz-peh.

theocracy thee-ah-cruh-see (th as in thin).

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Introduction

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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I. The Call for a King

Wayward Sons

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Visual for Lesson 8. While discussing the questions associated with verses 5b–6a, ask how identity in Christ is 
connected to holiness.

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
What situations tempt you to embrace cultural norms that contradict your identity in Christ?

Digging Deeper
How can you strengthen your sense of identity in Christ in order to resist the temptations you 
named?

What Do You Think?
What strategies can you employ to go to the Lord with your anger and frustrations instead of losing 
your temper in the moment?

Digging Deeper
How do you ensure that these strategies are not simply ways to avoid needed confrontation?

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.



7Exported from Logos Bible Software, 2:16 PM August 29, 2022.

What Do You Think?
What implications does Israel’s rejection of God in favor of a king have for your attitudes toward 
national leaders?

Digging Deeper
What other biblical texts inform your thinking about your responsibility as a citizen of an earthly 
nation and possible tensions with your citizenship in the kingdom of Heaven?

II. The Acclamation of a King

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
What memories of God’s goodness have encouraged you in times when trusting the Lord was espe-
cially difficult?

Digging Deeper
How does sharing these stories with others strengthen both their trust in the Lord and your own?

“The Ultimate Fulfillment”

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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What Do You Think?
What ratio of your compliments are in regard to a person’s outward appearance versus his or her 

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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inward qualities?
Digging Deeper

What benefits can you anticipate in shifting this ratio to favor inward qualities? Do these benefits 
change based on the age of the recipient?

Conclusion

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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Involvement Learning

Into the Lesson

Into the Word

Into Life

Kenney, J. A., Nickelson, R. L., & Stamps, T. Z. (Eds.). (2022). The NIV Standard Lesson Commentary, 2022–2023 (Vol. 29). 
Colorado Springs, CO: Standard Publishing.
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